Buy Recycled Quiz
1. How many tonnes of greenhouse gases are saved for each tonne of recycled plastic used
instead of new?
a. 1 - 1.6 tonnes

b. 1.6 - 2 tonnes

c. 2.1 - 2.6 tonnes

2. How often does the average person in the UK throw out their own body weight in rubbish?
a. Every 7
weeks

b. Every 17
weeks

c. Every 27 weeks

3. How many people in the UK would recycle more if it was made easier?
a. 5 out of 10

b. 7 out of 10

c. 9 out of 10

4. What percentage of local authorities provided compost bins for their residents between 2001
and 2003?
a. 26%

b. 46%

c. 66%

5. How much CO2 is saved by the UK’s recycling of paper/cardboard, glass, plastics, aluminium
and steel?
a. 2-5million
tonnes

b. 5-10 million
tonnes

c. 10-15 million
tonnes

6. This equates to removing how many cars from our roads?
a. 1 million

b. 2.2 million

c. 3.5 million

7. How much virgin material is needed to make one tonne of glass?
a. 0.8 tonnes
b. 1 tonne
c. 1.2 tonnes

8. Which of these products can be made from recycled plastic bottles?
a. T-shirt
b. Fleece
c. Baseball cap

d. All of them
e. None of them

9. True or false? Glass was used to resurface the M6 motorway.
a. True

b. False

10. True or false? 5 million tonnes of paper goes to energy recovery or landfill each year, meaning
that the UK paper industry has to import fibre to meet its needs.
a. True

b. False

11. True or false? The energy saved by recycling one aluminium can is enough to run a television
for three hours.
a. True

b. False

12. By 2020 how much will the amount of rubbish we throw away have gone up by?
a. 50%

b. 75%

c. 100%

13. True or false? The oldest glass made in the Middle East still being found by archaeologists is
1,000 years old.
a. True

b. False

14. According to Defra, the average UK recycling rate for 2005 was around 23%. What is the
average recycling rate in the Netherlands?
a. 34%

b. 54%

c. 64%

15. According to the latest Defra statistics (2005/06), out of 9 English regions where did Yorkshire
and the Humber rank on household waste recycling rates?
a. 2nd

b. 7th

c. 10th

16. The University of London estimates an average of how many tonnes of waste could be recycled
from each of their halls of residence each year?
a. 26 tonnes

b. 36 tonnes

c. 46 tonnes

17. What percentage of household waste has an organic content?
a. 13%

b. 25%

c. 58%

18. Which of the following does not have the potential to be composted?
a. Newspapers

b. Mobile phone
covers

c. Disposable
cutlery

d. Coal ash

19. Which of the following cannot be made from recycled material? Tick as many as you think
apply.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Kerbstones
Roof tiles
Bricks
Water meter boxes
Street signs

f.
g.
h.
i.
j.

Guttering
Coffins
Aluminium foil
Insulation
Carpet

20. In 2003/04 what was the most recycled waste stream?
a. Compost

b. Paper

c. Glass

d. Tins & cans

