
Aboulela, Leila Coloured Lights Coloured Lights offers a revealing 
and at times comical insight into 
the sensibilities of Sudanese 
people caught between the home 
they long for and the country in 
which they live. She also 
examines the emotional intricacies 
of young muslims of other 
nationalities who grew up in the 
UK in a remarkably genuine 
manner. The package is light, 
refreshingly different and 
contemplative. A must read for 
anyone interested in how people 
from other cultures think and more 
importantly, how they feel.

Achebe, Chinua Things Fall Apart First published in 1958, this is the 
story of a "strong" man whose life 
is dominated by fear and anger. It 
is also a social document, 
recounting the impact of 
colonialism and Christianity on the 
life of an African tribe, the Ibo, in 
turn-of-the-century Nigeria.

Adams, Douglas The Hitchhikers Guide to the 
Galaxy

Arthur and Ford have been friends 
for years and as far as Arthur 
knows, Ford is an out-of-work 
actor from Guildford. In fact, he 
comes from a small planet near 
Betelgeuse, is a reporter from 
"The Hitch-Hikers Guide to the 
Galaxy". He realises that the world 
is about to end : the Vogons, on 
behalf of the Galactic Hyperspace 
Planning Council, need to 
demolish Earth to make way for a 
hyperspace bypass but Ford has 
a way out and he plans to bring 
Arthur with him.

Adams Richards, David The Friends of Meager 
Fortune

Will Jameson takes over the 
family lumber company after his 
father's death, his iron 
temperament in contrast to his 
sensitive brother Owen. When 
Will dies suddenly Owen's deeper 
character comes to light: joining 
the army hoping to be killed, 
instead he returns a war hero. 
Then he falls in love with Camellia 
the wife of Will's old friend & soon 
they're caught in the teeth of a 
town's gossip. Inexorably, they're 
pulled into a chain of events that'll 
end with death & a sensational 
trial. A transfixing love story. 



Akunin, Boris Murder on the Leviathan 1878 Lord Littleby, an English 
eccentric and collector, is found 
murdered along. A gold whale in 
the victim's hand leads Erast 
Fandorin to board the Leviathan 
steamship, as the murderer is one 
of the 1st class passengers. 
Commissioner Gauche has 
narrowed the suspects to ten, and 
they're forced to eat together at 
every meal until the crime is 
solved. But is the murderer  at the 
table, and can Fandorin discover 
their identity before Gauche? As 
more passengers are murdered 
and the Leviathan heads towards 
Calcutta, Fandorin needs all his 
investigative skills to find the truth.

Albom, Mitch Five People You Meet In 
Heaven 

Elderly amusement park 
maintenance worker Eddie dies 
while trying to save a young girl 
who gets in the way of a falling 
cart. In Heaven he meets five 
people who where unexpectedly 
instrumental in his life, discovering 
with each what he was supposed 
to have learned and what his 
purpose on Earth was.

Alexander, Alma The Secrets of Jin-Shei An amazing and unusual book, 
based on some historical fact, full 
of drama, adventure and conflict 
like a Shakespearean history play, 
it's a novel about kinship and a 
society of women, of mysticism, 
jealousy, fate, destiny, all set in 
the wonderful, swirling 
background of medieval China.

Ahern Cecelia The Gift                        � Everyday Lou battled with time, he 
always had to be two places at 
once. On his way into work one 
day, Lou meets Gabe, a homeless 
man. Intrigued by him and 
discovering that he could be 
useful to have around, Lou gets 
Gabe a job in the post room which 
he soon begins to regret. As 
Christmas arrives, Lou starts to 
understand the value of time. He 
sees what’s truly important in life 
whilst learning the harshest lesson 
of all at the same time. This is a 
story about people who not unlike 
parcels, hide secrets. Sometimes 
you have to be unravelled to find 
out who you really are. For Lou, 
that took time.



Almond, David Clay Davie and Geordie watch the 
arrival of a new boy, Stephen, in 
town. He seems to have come 
from nowhere, and when he 
moves in with his aunt,  'Crazy 
Mary', no one envies his new 
home. But perhaps he's the 
answer to Davie and Geordie's 
prayers - a secret weapon in their 
war against monstrous Mouldy 
and his gang. Intrigued, Davie and 
Geordie befriend Stephen heading 
down a path that brings with it an 
unexpected monster. Their 
encounter with Stephen is as 
incredible as it is menacing, and 
as the true story of Stephen's past 
emerges, Davie's life is changed 
forever.

Ali, Monica Brick Lane At eighteen, Nazneen's life is 
turned upside down. After an 
arranged marriage to a man 
twenty years her elder she 
exchanges her Bangladeshi 
village for a block of flats in 
London's East End. In this new 
world, where poor people can be 
fat and even dogs go on diets, 
she struggles to make sense of 
her existence. But Nazneen 
submits, as she must, to Fate and 
devotes her life to raising her 
family and slapping down her 
demons of discontent. Until she 
becomes aware of a young 
radical, Karim.

Allende, Isabel Daughter of Fortune Set in Anglophile Chile and 
goldrush California during the 
nineteenth century, this 
magnificent romance tells the 
story of English foundling Eliza 
Sommers who grows up in the 
bustling entrepot of Valparaiso. 
Eliza is a spirited and ambitious 
romantic who becomes embroiled 
in a forbidden love affair with the 
charismatic but capricious 
Joaquin Andieta. When he 
disappears suddenly for 
California, and the promise of 
riches that rumours of gold strikes 
have brought him, she can but 
follow after him.



Almond, David Skellig Michael can feel his sick baby 
sister's heart beating inside him, 
and as long as he can feel it he 
knows she is alive but as the 
family faces the nightmare of an 
operation to save her life, Michael 
turns to his new friend Mina and 
the strange being, Skellig. In this 
most delicate and tender story of 
a young boy living in fear of death 
and coming to terms with life, you 
can almost touch the indefinable 
magic that Skellig brings to 
Michael's unsettled world.

al-Windawi, Thura Thura's Diary What would it really be like to live 
through the bombing of Baghdad? 
This poignant diary is a first-hand 
account of a family in a city living 
under attack. Written by 19-year-
old Thura al-Windawi, it describes 
the chaos and destruction around 
her. Her younger sister 
Sama,"keeps drawing 
guns...before she drew ladies in 
dresses". Thura must also face 
the death of her childhood friend, 
Freday, killed during the bombing: 
"I feel shocked, like part of me is 
dying, too".

Angelou, Maya I Know Why the Caged Bird 
Sings

The first in Angelou's five-volume 
autobiography, this is a vital 
insight into the experience of a 
black American woman in the 
early 20th century. It quietly and 
gracefully portrays and pays 
tribute to the courage, dignity and 
endurance of the small, rural 
community in which she spent 
most of her early years in the 
1930's

Atkinson, Kate Case Histories The protagonist here is a former 
police inspector who now makes a 
living as a private investigator. 
Jackson Brodie is making ends 
meet in a sweaty Cambridge 
summer and trying to deal with his 
own failed marriage. But if his life 
is adrift, perhaps Brodie can 
justify his existence via his belief 
that he can do some good for the 
people he encounters in his job. 
But he is to find that he will be 
irrevocably changed by those he 
is trying to help.

Atwood, Margaret The Handmaids Tale The Republic of Gilead offers 
Offred only one function: to breed. 
If she deviates, she will, like 
dissenters, be hanged at the wall 
or sent out to die slowly of 
radiation sickness. But even a 
repressive state cannot obliterate 
desire - neither Offred's nor that of 
the two men on which her future 
hangs...



Atwood, Margaret The Penelopiad In Homer's "Odyssey", Penelope - 
wife of Odysseus & cousin of 
Helen of Troy - is portrayed as the 
ideal wife. Left alone for 20 yrs 
when Odysseus goes to fight in 
the Trojan War after the abduction 
of Helen, Penelope manages to 
maintain the kingdom of Ithaca, 
bring up her wayward son, & keep 
many suitors at bay. When 
Odysseus finally comes home he 
kills her suitors & 12 of her maids. 
In a contemporary twist to the 
ancient story, Atwood has chosen 
to give the telling of it to Penelope 
& to her 12 hanged maids, asking: 
'What led to the hanging of the 
maids, & what was Penelope 
really up to?' 

Austen, Jane Mansfield Park 10 yr old Fanny Price leaves 
behind her impoverished family in 
Portsmouth to go and live with her 
rich relatives at Mansfield Park. 
Growing up with her cousins she's 
aware that she's different from 
them and that her place in society 
can't be taken for granted, 
although she's not treated 
unkindly. A dashing couple from 
London enter this stable, rural 
world. They succeed in dazzling 
everyone at Mansfield Park, 
except Fanny, who sees through 
their veneer. Through the 
dramatic events that follow it's she 
who's able to bring back stability 
to the ruptured lives of those 
around her.

Aw, Tash The Harmony Silk Factory ( 
LARGE PRINT)                         

The Harmony Silk Factory is a 
devastating love story set against 
the turmoil of mid-20th century 
Malaysia. The story of 4 people: 
Johnny, an infamous Chinaman, a 
fraudster, possibly a murderer 
whose shop house, The Harmony 
Silk Factory, he uses as a front for 
his illegal businesses; Snow 
Soong, the beautiful daughter of 
one of the Kinta Valley's most 
prominent families, who dies 
giving birth to one of the novel's 
narrators; Kunichika, a Japanese 
officer who loves Snow too; and 
an Englishman, Peter Wormwood, 
who went to Malaysia like many 
English but never came back, who 
also loved Snow to the end of his 
life. 



Azzopardi, Trezza The Hiding Place Set in the Maltese community of 
Tiger Bay in Cardiff. Dolores, the 
narrator tells the story of her 
childhood - her father, Frankie, a 
compulsive gambler who, due to a 
misunderstanding at the moment 
of her birth loses everything to his 
rival Joe Medora, head of the 
Maltese Mafia. Frankie's gambling 
leads to the fire which disfigures 
Dolores. The author evokes the 
world of Dolores and her family 
with brilliant power and sensitivity. 
The novel flits between past and 
present as Dolores reflects on her 
childhood and the lives that her 
father created for himself and his 
children.

Baggini, Julian Welcome to Everytown What do the English think? Every 
country has a dominant set of 
beliefs and attitudes concerning 
everything from how to live a good 
life, how we should organize 
society, and the roles of the 
sexes. Yet despite many attempts 
to define our national character, 
what might be called the nation's 
philosophy has remained largely 
unexamined until now. 
Philosopher Julian Baggini 
pinpointed postcode S66 on the 
outskirts of Rotherham, as 
England in microcosm. He then 
spent six months living there, 
immersing himself in this typical 
English Everytown, in order to get 
to know the mind of a people.

Wentworth is in Yorkshire & was 
surrounded by 70 collieries 
employing thousands of men. It’s 
the finest & largest Georgian 
house in Britain & belonged to the 
Fitzwilliam family. It is England's 
forgotten palace & belonged to 
Britain's richest aristocrats. "Black 
Diamonds" tells the story of its 
demise: family feuds, forbidden 
love, class war, & a tragic & 
violent death played their part. But 
coal, one of the most emotive 
issues in 20th century British 
politics, lies at its heart. This is the 
extraordinary story of how the 
fabric of English society shifted 
beyond recognition in 50 turbulent 
years in the 20th century.

Bailey, Catherine Black Diamonds



Baldacci, David Wish You Well Tragedy strikes the New York-
based Cardinal family when their 
car is involved in a terrible 
accident. It would seem their 
world has been shattered forever 
until their great-grandmother, 
Louisa Mae, agrees to raise the 
children on her Virginia mountain 
farm. But before long their rural 
idyll is threatened by the discovery 
of natural gas on the mountain. 
Filled with both rich humour and 
desperate poignancy, Wish You 
Well is a tale of family, faith, 
humanity and prejudice, set 
against the magical backdrop of 
the Virginia high rock.

Banks, Carla Forest of Souls A psychological thriller, taking the 
reader from 21st century Britain to 
war-torn Eastern Europe. A 
passion for history had already 
cost Helen Kovacs her marriage, 
now she's paid with her life. 
Though the police have a suspect 
in custody, Faith, Helens closest 
friend and colleague is convinced 
the murderer is still at large. She's 
troubled, too, by Jake Denbigh, a 
journalist who appears to be 
investigating her grandfather, 
Marek, a refugee from the Eastern 
front. Helen's murder and its 
consequences will take Jake and 
Faith on terrifying journeys.

Banville, John Shroud Axel Vander, celebrated academic 
and man of culture, is spending 
his twilight years on the west 
coast of America. For decades he 
has lived with the knowledge of a 
tragedy of which he was both 
perpetrator and victim. Now, out of 
the blue, a letter arrives hinting at 
the secrets he has been hiding. 
To find out just how much the 
writer knows about his past 
Vander arranges to meet her in 
Turin. But he is thrown into 
emotional turmoil by this 
encounter with Cass Cleave.

The Sea by John BanvilleBanville, John The Sea



When Max Morden returns to the 
seaside village where he spent a 
childhood holiday, he’s escaping 
from a recent loss & confronting a 
distant trauma. The Grace family 
had appeared there, in that long-
ago summer, as if from another 
world. But it was his 
contemporaries, the Grace twins, 
Myles & Chloe, who most 
fascinated Max. He grew to know 
them intricately, even intimately, & 
what ensued would haunt him for 
the rest of his years & shape 
everything that was to follow.

A Handful of Earth by Barney 
Bardsley

Barney Bardsley's husband was 
diagnosed with cancer & when he 
finally died, Barney felt alone & 
exhausted. Their savings had all 
gone & now she must support 
their child single-handedly. She 
would just have to take life one 
day at a time. She took to tending 
her small, scruffy allotment. Fresh 
air, wildlife, exercise, nature's 
cycles of growth & decay -- she 
found solace in it all. This is the 
diary of her year in the garden. 
Barney evokes the changes of 
mood as the seasons shift & 
above all, she charts how her own 
life is slowly restored, under the 
garden's healing influence.

Barnard, Robert A Cry from the Dark Bettina Whitelaw is a grand dame 
of the English literary scene. 
Approaching eighty, her life is 
similar to that of her wealthy, 
elegant neighbours. But her 
background most certainly isn't. 
Brought up in Bundaroo, in 
Australia, Bettina's childhood was 
dominated by the simmering 
animosities of smalltown life. Sixty 
years later, her past is coming 
back to haunt her. As she starts 
writing her memoirs, images from 
her childhood begin to re-surface.

Bardsley, Barney A Handful of Earth



Barstow, Stan A Kind of Loving When young Vic Brown embarks 
on a sexual liaison with Ingrid - a 
girl with whom he is infatuated but 
does not love - he gets caught 
out. For this is not a fairy tale, but 
a world of struggle and 
compromise, where Vic must 
come to terms the hard way with 
adult life and his feelings for the 
beautiful but demanding Ingrid. A 
Kind of Loving is rightly regarded 
as a classic of post-war literature, 
and is as hard-hitting and as 
touching today as when it was first 
published in the 1960s. 

Bennett, Alan The History Boys An unruly bunch of sixth-form 
boys in pursuit of sex, sport and a 
place at university. A maverick 
English teacher at odds with the 
young and shrewd supply teacher. 
A headmaster obsessed with 
results; a history teacher who 
thinks he's a fool. In Alan 
Bennett's play, staff room rivalry 
and the anarchy of adolescence 
provoke questions about history 
and how you teach it; about 
education and its purpose.

Bennett, Alan Untold Stories Untold Stories" is a poignant 
family memoir recalling the 
marriage of Alan's parents, the 
lives and deaths of his aunts and 
the uncovering of a long-held 
family secret. At times 
heartrending, and at others 
extremely funny, "Untold Stories" 
is a matchless and unforgettable 
journey into Alan Bennett's past. 

Bennett, Alan The Uncommon Reader The Uncommon Reader is none 
other than HM the Queen who 
drifts accidentally into reading 
when her corgis stray into a 
mobile library parked at 
Buckingham Palace. She reads 
widely & intelligently. Her reading 
naturally changes her world view 
& she comes to question the 
prescribed order of the world, & 
loses patience with much that she 
has to do. In short, her reading is 
subversive. The consequence is, 
of course, surprising, mildly 
shocking & very funny.



Bertagna, Julie Exodus A  lyrical, sweeping, epic story of 
survival against the odds. It is 
2099 - and the world is gradually 
drowning, as mighty Arctic ice 
floes melt, the seas rise, and land 
disappears forever beneath storm-
tossed waves. For 15-year-old 
Mara, her family and community, 
huddled on the fast-disappearing 
island of Wing, the new century 
brings flight. Packed into tiny 
boats, a terrifying journey begins 
to a bizarre city that rises into the 
sky, built on the drowned remains 
of the ancient city of Glasgow. But 
even here there is no safety and, 
shut out of the city, Mara realizes 
they are asylum-seekers in a 
world torn between high-tech 
wizardry and the most primitive 
injustice. To save her people, 
Mara must not only find a way into 
the city but also search for a new 
land and a new home...

In March 1807, the British 
Parliament passed an Act making 
the trading & transportation of 
slaves illegal. Malorie Blackman 
has drawn together some of the 
finest of today's writers & poets to 
contribute to this anthology. Their 
short stories & poems sit 
alongside first-hand accounts of 
slavery from freed slaves, making 
a fascinating & absorbing 
collection that remembers & 
commemorates.

Blackman, Malorie Noughts and Crosses Sephy is a Cross - a member of 
the dark-skinned ruling class. 
Callum is a Nought - a 'colourless' 
member of the underclass who 
were once slaves to the Crosses. 
The two have been friends since 
early childhood. But that's as far 
as it can go. Until the first steps 
are taken towards more social 
equality and a limited number of 
Noughts are allowed into Crosses 
schools...Against a background of 
prejudice and distrust, intensely 
highlighted by violent terrorist 
activity by Noughts unable to 
accept the injustices any longer, a 
romance builds between Sephy 
and Callum - a romance that is to 
lead both of them into terrible 
danger...

Blackman, Malorie Unheard Voices



Bourne, Sam The Righteous Men Two murders, one in New York, 
the other in Montana. A series of 
killings around the globe, from the 
slums of India to the beaches of 
Cape Town. There can't possibly 
be a connection. That's the 
instinct of Will Monroe, reporter 
for The NY Times until his wife is 
kidnapped. Will follows a trail 
leading to a mysterious sect. He'll 
have to break through layers of 
mysticism and ancient prophecy, 
until he finds the secret on which 
the fate of humanity may depend. 
But with more murders by the 
hour, and each clue wrapped in 
layers of code, time is running 
out...

A bittersweet story about the 
perils and pleasures of pounds 
and pennies. Two bothers, are 
unwittingly caught up in a train 
robbery during Britain's 
countdown to join the Euro. 
Suddenly finding themselves with 
a vast amount of cash, the boys 
have just one glorious, appalling 
dilemma - how to spend it in the 
few days before it becomes 
worthless. Pizzas or World Peace, 
what would you choose?

Boyd, William Restless It is 1939. Eva Delectorskaya is a 
beautiful 28-year-old Russian 
emigree living in Paris. As war 
breaks out she is recruited for the 
British Secret Service by Lucas 
Romer, a mysterious Englishman, 
and under his tutelage she learns 
to become the perfect spy, to 
mask her emotions and trust no 
one, including those she loves 
most. Since the war, Eva has 
carefully rebuilt her life as a 
typically English wife and mother. 
But once a spy, always a spy. 
Now she must complete one final 
assignment, and this time Eva 
can't do it alone: she needs her 
daughter's help. 

Boyce, Frank Cottrell Millions



Boyne, John The Boy in the Striped 
Pyjamas

The story of "The Boy in the 
Striped Pyjamas" is very difficult 
to describe. Usually we give some 
clues about the book on the 
cover, but in this case we think 
that would spoil the reading of the 
book. We think it is important that 
you start to read without knowing 
what it is about. If you do start to 
read this book, you will go on a 
journey with a 9yr old boy called 
Bruno. (Though this isn't a book 
for 9 yr olds.) & sooner or later 
you will arrive with Bruno at a 
fence. We hope you never have to 
cross such a fence.

A book of 366 daily meditations 
for women who want to create a 
simple, more abundant way of 
living by bringing more simplicity, 
harmony, beauty, order and joy 
into their lives.
The Jigsaw Man by Paul Britton

The autobiography of Paul Britton, 
one of the foremost offender 
profilers in the world. What he 
searches for at the scene of a 
crime are not fingerprints, fibres or 
blood stains, he looks for the 
"mind trace" left behind by those 
responsible, the psychological 
characteristics that can help the 
police to identify & understand the 
nature of the perpetrator. Over the 
past dozen years, Britton has 
assisted the police in over 100 
cases. He has helped to solve 
some of Britain's most baffling 
cases, & also advised the FBI & 
Russian Ministry of the Interior.

A former German SS officer, 
Schwermann, claims sanctuary at 
a monastery as the police are 
looking to charge him with war 
crimes. One of the monks, Father 
Anselm, sets out to locate 
Schwerman's collaborator, Victor 
Brionne. At the same time the 
Lucy, grandaughter of one of 
Schwerman's victims is also 
searching for Brionne, and the 
truth behind who betrayed the 
smuggling ring her grandmother 
was involved in, The Round 
Table. The two sides of this story 
are excellently blended to reveal 
the truth behind The Round Table 
and what became of it's members

Britton, Paul The Jigsaw Man

Brodrick, William The Sixth Lamentation

Breathnach, Sarah Ban Simple Abundance 



Bronte, Charlotte Jane Eyre A story of passionate love, travail 
and final triumph. The relationship 
between the heroine and Mr 
Rochester is only one episode, 
albeit the most important, in a 
detailed fictional autobiography in 
which the author transmuted her 
own experience into high art. 

Brooks, Geraldine Year of Wonders A young woman's struggle to save 
her family and her soul during the 
most extraordinary year of 1666, 
when plague suddenly visited a 
small Derbyshire village and the 
villagers, inspired by a charismatic 
preacher, elected to quarantine 
themselves to limit the contagion.

Brookmyre, Christopher All Fun & Games As a teenager Jane Bell had 
dreamt of playing alongside 
James Bond, but in her punk 
phase she became pregnant & by 
the time she reaches 46 she's a 
grandmother, her dreams as dry 
as the dust her Dyson sucks up 
from her carpet every day. Then 
her son is forced to disappear 
before some criminal characters 
persuade him to part with the 
secrets of his research. A team of 
security experts believe the key to 
Ross's whereabouts is his mother 
whose determination to secure 
her son's safety leads her into 
quiet subterfuge & violent attack. 
The teenage dreams had always 
promised to be fun & games, but 
in real life it's likely someone is 
going to lose an eye …

Brookmyre, Christopher One Fine Day in the Middle 
of the NIght

Gavin is creating a unique 'holiday 
experience', every facility any 
tourist who hates abroad will ever 
want, will all be available on a 
converted North Sea oil rig. To 
test the facilities he's hosting a 
reunion for his old school. He’s so 
busy showing off that he doesn't 
notice that another group have 
invited themselves along -- a 
collection of terrorist mercenaries 
who are occasionally of more 
danger to themselves than to the 
public. And they in turn are 
unaware that Inspector 
MacGregor has got wind of their 
activities. Within twenty-four hours 
Gavin's dream has blown to the 
four winds, along with a lot of 
other things. Fast, rabidly funny, 
and seriously over the top



Browne, N.M. Shadow Web Jessica Allendon is bored & 
Googles her name. Weirdly, she 
finds another girl, same age, 
same name, also living in London. 
They arrange to meet & are 
shocked to discover they look 
identical. They shake hands & in 
that instant are catapulted into 
each other's worlds. Jessica finds 
herself somewhere which looks 
like the London of 50 years ago, 
but the year is still 2008. In this 
parallel London, the Jessica 
whose life she now inhabits was 
involved in a dark & sinister 
conspiracy. Jess must convince 
everyone she is the same girl, at 
all costs, if she wants to get back 
to her London - alive.

Bryson, Bill Notes from a Small Island by 
Bill Bryson

Bill Bryson is an unabashed 
Anglophile who, through a mistake 
of history, happened to be born 
and bred in Iowa. Righting that 
error, he spent 20 years in 
England before deciding to 
repatriate. Bill Bryson takes you 
on a magical and comical tour of 
the British Isles eloquently 
capturing the spirit of the British 
people, our enigmatic traditions 
and strange little ways.

Bill Bryson's first travel book 
opened with the immortal line, 'I 
come from Des Moines. 
Somebody had to.' In his deeply 
funny new memoir, he travels 
back in time to explore the 
ordinary kid he once was, & the 
curious world of 1950s America. It 
was a happy time, when almost 
everything was good for you, 
including DDT, cigarettes & 
nuclear fallout. This is a book 
about growing up in a specific 
time & place. But in Bryson's 
hands, it becomes everyone's 
story & will speak volumes to 
anyone who has ever been 
young……..

Sara Carter wants to be famous. 
Fame is her obsession. So when 
legendary rock star Jonathon Heat 
offers her star training & the 
cosmetic surgery she thinks she 
wants, Sara can't believe her 
dream will come true. But 
Jonathon Heat doesn't want 
Sara's talent. Jonathon Heat 
wants Sara's face. A chilling, 
original & topical psychological 
thriller.

Butcher, Tim Blood River

Bryson, Bill The Life & Times of the 
Thunderbolt Kid

Burgess, Melvin Saras Face



When "Daily Telegraph" 
correspondent Tim Butcher was 
sent to cover Africa he quickly 
became obsessed with the idea of 
recreating H. M. Stanley's famous 
expedition - but travelling alone. 
Despite warnings that his plan 
was 'suicidal', Butcher set out for 
the Congo's eastern border with 
just a rucksack & a few thousand 
dollars hidden in his boots. 
Making his way in an assortment 
of vessels including a motorbike & 
a dugout canoe, helped along by a 
cast of characters from UN aid 
workers to a campaigning pygmy, 
he followed in the footsteps of the 
great Victorian adventurers. 

Capote, Truman In Cold Blood The book that made Capote's 
name, controversial and 
compelling, "In Cold Blood" 
reconstructs the murder in 1959 of 
a Kansas farmer, his wife and 
their children. Truman Capote's 
comprehensive study of the 
killings and subsequent 
investigation explores the 
circumstances surrounding this 
terrible crime and the effect it had 
on those involved. At the centre of 
his study are the amoral young 
killers Perry Smith and Dick 
Hickcock, who, vividly drawn by 
Capote, are shown to be 
reprehensible yet entirely and 
frighteningly human.

Carey, Peter Oscar & Lucinda Set onboard an ocean liner 
travelling to Australia in 1864, this 
novel is both a love story and an 
historical tour-de-force that relates 
the developing romance between 
Oscar Hopkins, an Oxford 
seminarian, and Lucinda 
Leplastrier, a Sydney heiress with 
a fascination for glass.



Cartwright, Justin The Promise of Happiness 
(LARGE PRINT)

Charles Judd meanders round his 
local Cornish beach, 
contemplating the turns his life 
has taken. His wife Daphne 
struggles hopelessly with the 
latest fish recipe, trying to keep 
something in her life under 
control. Two of their children are 
keeping it all together - just. But 
they are all still recovering from 
the shock of the prodigal 
daughter, Juliet, being imprisoned 
in New York State for her part in 
an art theft. Since then, Charles 
appears to have lost his entire 
family. Now Juliet is being 
released, the family is about to be 
reunited and the wounds her 
imprisonment has caused are 
being re-opened.

Chandler, Raymond The Big Sleep Los Angeles PI Philip Marlowe is 
working for the Sternwood family. 
Old man Sternwood, crippled and 
wheelchair-bound, is being given 
the squeeze by a blackmailer and 
he wants Marlowe to make the 
problem go away. But with 
Sternwood's two wild, devil-may-
care daughters prowling LA's 
seedy backstreets, Marlowe's got 
his work cut out and that's before 
he stumbles over the first corpse. 

Chandraratna, Bandula Mirage Set in a closed desert kingdom in 
our own times, it tells how 
Sayeed, a good but unexceptional 
man, finds love with a woman who 
would have been beyond his 
reach had not poverty and 
widowhood brought her low. The 
scene is set with tenderness: the 
hospital where Sayeed works, the 
kindness of his friends, the bustle 
of his brother's home, the simple 
wedding. Heat, dirt and squalor 
are the backdrop to the tragedy, 
Latifa, confused and far from 
home, the terrified victim. Petty 
jealousy, sexual desire and 
religious fervour combine to bring 
her down and to leave the reader 
stunned.



Charlesworth, Monique The Children's War A heartrending coming-of-age 
novel set in a war-torn Europe.  
Part Jewish, Ilse has been sent 
out of Nazi Germany to safety in 
Morocco by her mother.  Fleeing 
through France as the Nazis 
invade, she is thrown in the path 
of an intense young soldier, 
FranAois. Inside Germany, a 
Nicolai struggles with his destiny 
in the Hitler Youth. Despite the 
comfort of his Hamburg home, he 
comes to feel that he is a stranger 
in his own land. As war steals 
their youth away, both Ilse and 
Nicolai search for love in a time of 
terror. 

Chevalier, Tracy The Lady and the Unicorn 
(LARGE PRINT)

Nicolas des Innocents has been 
commissioned by the Parisian 
nobleman Jean Le Viste to design 
a series of large tapestries for his 
great hall. While Nicolas is 
measuring the walls, he meets a 
beautiful girl who turns out to be 
Jean Le Viste's daughter. Their 
passion is impossible for their 
world--so forbidden, given their 
class differences, that its only 
avenue of expression turns out to 
be those magnificent tapestries.

Clark, Candida A House of Light (LARGE 
PRINT)

A young photographer returns to 
her family house after a shocking 
incident: her flat and its contents 
have been destroyed in a fire. 
However, the peace and 
distraction she had hoped for 
prove hard to find. Her presence 
is required at her father's second 
wedding, and the assembling 
guests have secrets of their own: 
secrets which cast a new and 
terrible light not only on recent 
events, but on her family's history, 
their beautiful old house and all 
that she held dear.



Clark, Clare The Great Stink Across the city London was in a 
state of siege and barricade, 
fortifications bristling in every 
street as the mud was carted 
away and in its place the 
foundations laid for new and 
better buildings, faster railways, 
straighter, broader thoroughfares. 
The force of progress was 
constant and unstoppable. The 
most a man could hope for was to 
harness that energy, to refine it, 
so that the spires might be 
glorious against the morning sky, 
and the course of the tunnels 
forever solid and true. And long 
after the sordid stories of ordinary 
lives ill-lived had been lost from 
memory those spires and tunnels 
would endure…’

Clarke, Susanna Jonathan Strange & Mr. 
Norrell

1806, England is beleaguered by 
the war with Napoleon, and 
centuries have passed since 
practical magicians faded into the 
nation's past. But scholars  
discover that one remains: the 
reclusive Mr Norrell whose 
displays of magic send a thrill 
through the country. Yet Norrell is 
challenged by the emergence of 
another magician: the brilliant 
novice Jonathan Strange.  
Strange is the very opposite of 
Norrell and so begins a dangerous 
battle between these two men 
which overwhelms the one 
between England and France. 
And their own obsessions and 
secret dabblings with the dark arts 
are going to cause more trouble 
than they can imagine.

Coehlo, Paulo The Alchemist A magical fable about learning to 
listen to your heart, read the 
omens strewn along life's path 
and above all follow your dreams.

Cole, Martina The Jump Donna worships her husband and 
is devastated when he’s jailed for 
armed robbery. Georgio swears 
he's been set up and persuades 
Donna to help him escape. 
Implementing 'the jump' takes 
Donna into a twilight world she 
never believed existed. She is 
confronted by a series of 
shattering revelations that 
threaten not only everything she 
believes in but also, ultimately, her 
own life...

Coleman, Michael Tag Michael Coleman obviously 
researched well on graffiti turf 
wars and made this book real and 
fun. Its about two boys 
friendships; and how they got 
involved with the sun crew.



Colfer, Eoin Artemis Fowl Twelve yr old villain, Artemis Fowl, 
is the most ingenious criminal 
mastermind in history. His daring 
plan is to hold a leprechaun to 
ransom. But he's taking on more 
than he bargained for when he 
kidnaps Captain Holly Short of the 
LEPrecon. For a start, leprechaun 
technology is more advanced than 
our own. Add to that the fact that 
Holly is a true heroine and that her 
senior officer  will stop at nothing 
to get her back and you've got the 
mother of all sieges brewing!

As 12 yr old David takes refuge 
from his grief in the myths & 
fairytales so beloved of his dead 
mother, he finds the real world & 
the fantasy world begin to blend. 
That is when bad things start to 
happen. That is when the Crooked 
Man comes. & David is violently 
propelled into a land populated by 
heroes, wolves & monsters, his 
quest to find the legendary Book 
of Lost Things.

Connelly, Michael The Lincoln Lawyer They're called Lincoln Lawyers: 
the bottom of the legal food chain, 
the criminal defence attorneys 
who operate out of the back of a 
Lincoln Town Car, taking 
whatever cases the system 
throws them. Mickey Haller's been 
in the business a long time, and 
knows how to work it. When a 
Beverly Hills rich boy is arrested 
for beating a woman, Haller has 
his first rich client in years. The 
evidence mounts on the defence's 
side, and Haller may be in the rare 
position of defending an innocent 
client. But Haller quickly 
discovers, when you swim with 
the sharks, it's easy to become 
prey.

Connolly, JJ The Book of Lost Things



Connolly, JJ Layer Cake “Layer Cake”, a metaphor for the 
murky layers of the criminal world, 
is set todays London and features 
smooth-talking drug dealer 'X' 
whose plan is to quietly bank-roll 
enough cash to retire young. 'X' 
sees his opportunity to make a 
final score when crime boss, 
Jimmy Price, asks him to find the 
wayward daughter of rival crime 
boss, Eddy Ryder. He sees  the 
seemingly innocuous gig as his 
opportunity to get out of the 
business with the blessing from 
Jimmy Price. From the glitz of the 
club scene to the criminal 
underworld, a dark, twisted thriller 
ensues.

In this macabre & supernatural 
short story collection, echoing 
masters of the genre from M R 
James to Stephen King, Connolly 
delves into our darkest fears - lost 
lovers, missing children, 
subterranean creatures & 
predatory demons. A masterly 
volume to be read with the lights 
on - menace has never been so 
seductive ...

Cope, Wendy (editor) Is That the New Moon? Collected by one of Britain's 
foremost poets, "Is that the New 
Moon?" is a mix of styles and 
genres by leading women poets. 
This anthology of poems has been 
specially compiled with teenage 
girls in mind but also has much to 
offer to, and should be enjoyed by 
teenage boys and adults too. 
Vibrant, funny, tender, sad and 
moving poems from the leading 
women poets of our time.

Connolly, John Nocturnes



Cornwell, Patricia Predator Florida is full of human predators, 
and they all give Dr Kay Scarpetta 
the opportunity and the means to 
do what she does best - 
persuading the dead to speak to 
her. And in Boston, Benton 
Wesley is working on a secret 
case involving convicted killers. 
It's a project which gives 
Scarpetta deep disquiet, as does 
the behaviour of her niece, Lucy, 
who is spending too much time in 
cheap bars looking for casual pick-
ups. The Academy is called when 
a woman's body is found in 
Boston. She has been tortured, 
sexually abused, her body 
tattooed with handprints. The 
same sort of handprints Lucy had 
seen on the flesh of her latest pick-
up. They've been set up, and it 
becomes clear that someone is 
tracking their every move.

Crichton, Michael Prey In Prey, bestselling author Michael 
Crichton introduces bad guys that 
are too small to be seen with the 
naked eye but who are no less 
deadly or intriguing than the 
runaway dinosaurs that made 
1990's Jurassic Park such a 
blockbuster success. A tense and 
frightening tale of scientific 
suspense.

Francis Chisholm is a 
compassionate and humble priest 
whose vocation emerged from a 
crucible of suffering. His parents 
were murdered in anti-Catholic 
riots in Scotland, his guardians 
mistreat him, and his sweetheart 
commits suicide. He is sent to 
China where he establishes a 
flourishing Catholic mission amid 
desperate poverty, civil war, 
plague, and the hostility of his 
superiors. A gripping and 
thoughtful tale of a man called to 
do good in an imperfect world.

Cronin, A.J. The Keys of the Kingdom



Crowley, Bridget Step into the Dark The eerily-lit staircase seemed to 
hide not ghosts, but things and 
people that meant terrible harm.  
Reality was home and getting up 
to the ninth floor unscathed. 
Whether he's alone at home or 
working on the lighting in the 
balcony of the local Community 
Hall, threats of menace and 
danger surround Beetle. When he 
tries to protect Tamar, the 
beautiful young singer, he too 
becomes a target for the bullies' 
violent games. And then there's 
another problem: the girl in white, 
who vanishes as mysteriously as 
she appears. Could she be a 
ghost - and if she is, why is she 
calling out to Beetle across the 
darkness...? 

Born & abandoned in Newgate 
Prison, Moll Flanders is forced to 
make her own way in life. She 
duly embarks on a career that 
includes husband-hunting, incest, 
bigamy, prostitution & pick-
pocketing, until her crimes 
eventually catch up with her. One 
of the earliest & most vivid female 
narrators in the history of the 
English novel, Moll recounts her 
adventures with irresistible wit & 
candour - & enough guile that the 
reader is left uncertain whether 
she is ultimately a redeemed 
sinner or a successful opportunist. 

D'Adamo, Francesco Iqbal This is the story of Iqbal Masih - 
as told through the voice of 
Fatima, a young Pakistani girl 
whose life is changed by Iqbal's 
courage and spirit. Iqbal is a child 
slave, sold to work in a carpet 
factory. But he refuses to act like 
a slave and the charismatic boy 
offers hope to the children. Soon, 
the factory is not running as 
smoothly: the children are 
organising subtle acts of 
resistance - Iqbal escapes, 
contacts a human rights group, 
and returns to the factory to free 
his friends...

Dahl, Roald Short Stories Short Stories by Roald Dahl
de Saint - Exupery Antoine The Little Prince This parable tells the story of an 

air pilot who meets a Little Prince 
when he has to make a forced 
landing in the Sahara Desert. The 
Little Prince tells him wise and 
enchanted stories.

Defoe, Daniel Moll Flanders



Desai, Kiran The Inheritance of Loss At the foot of Mount 
Kanchenjunga in the Himalayas, 
lives an embittered old judge who 
wants nothing more than to retire 
in peace. But with the arrival of his 
orphaned granddaughter, Sai, and 
his cook's son, this is far from 
easy. When a Nepalese 
insurgency threatens Sai's 
blossoming romance with her 
handsome tutor they are forced to 
consider their colliding interests. 
The judge must revisit his past, 
his own journey and his role in this 
grasping world of conflicting 
desires every moment holding out 
the possibility for hope or betrayal.

Dewar, Isla Keeping up with Magda In the Scottish fishing village of 
Mareth, everyone knows 
everything about each other, the 
villagers live against a lively 
backdrop of elaborate scheming 
and sexual innuendo. At the hub 
of this world is the Ocean Cafe, 
and Magda, who makes grown 
men eat their greens, won't serve 
customers she doesn't like, and 
loves her children and their father 
with a passion. When a 
devastated Jessie Tate, rents the 
flat above the cafe, her dream of 
peace and solitude is shattered by 
the rock 'n' roll music that thuds 
through her floor. But perhaps a 
dose of life in this community is 
just what Jessie needs to break 
free of her ghosts...

Dhondy, Farrukh Run When Rashid's grandfather dies 
he leaves behind him his 
grandson with a major problem. 
Rashid doesn't exist in the eyes of 
the British Government. He has 
no passport and no legal 
argument to stay in Britain. His 
mother has gone to work abroad 
and he doesn't know where his 
father is. Rashid has no choice 
but to go on the run. Rashid's 
journey takes him through a 
complex and complicated society. 
A world with good people, and 
bad, and it is not always obvious 
which are which.  In short, Rashid 
takes a journey across 
contemporary Britain and has 
some interesting conclusions to 
make by the end of his journey 
about the nature of good and bad, 
urban and rural, belonging and not 
belonging. 



Diamant, Anita The Red Tent Anita Diamant's The Red Tent is 
an epic celebration of 
womanhood, written for women 
everywhere, regardless of their 
status, creed or colour. Diamant 
has chosen as her leading lady a 
woman whose name alone 
conjures up echoes of mystery, 
passion and betrayal. It's a 
fictional tale of Dinah, whose life, 
like the majority of women in the 
Old Testament, merits only a 
passing mention. It is the men in 
Dinah's life that history has 
remembered: her famous father 
Jacob, his dozen sons and 
especially her brother, Joseph and 
his technicolour dreamcoat. Not 
religious? Don't worry, this biblical 
character and the story Anita 
Diamant has woven from the 
merest hints, will appeal to all.  

Dick, P. K. Do Androids Dream of 
Electric Sheep? 

World War Terminus had left the 
Earth devastated. Through its 
ruins, bounty hunter Rick Deckard 
stalked, in search of the renegade 
replicants who were his prey. 
When he wasn't 'retiring' them 
with his laser weapon, he 
dreamed of owning a live animal -- 
the ultimate status symbol in a 
world all but bereft of animal life. 
Then Rick got his chance: the 
assignment to kill six Nexus-6 
targets, for a huge reward. But in 
Deckard's world things were never 
that simple, and his assignment 
quickly turned into a nightmare 
kaleidoscope of subterfuge and 
deceit -- and the threat of death 
for the hunter rather than the 
hunted...

Dickens, Charles Great Expectations A mysterious benefactor provides 
Philip Pirrip with the chance to 
escape his poor upbringing. 
Aspiring to be a gentleman, and 
encouraged by his expectations of 
wealth, he abandons his friends 
and moves to London. His 
expectations prove to be 
unfounded, however, and he must 
return home penniless.

Dickinson, Peter The Tears of the Salamander Mount Etna towers above the 
remote villa where Alfredo lives 
with his uncle after a fire wipes out 
his family. Deep within Etna swim 
the magical salamanders, and he 
must use his strange powers to 
protect them, destroy his uncle 
and control the explosive rage of 
the volcano.



Didion, Joan The Year of Magical 
Thinking

John Dunne and Joan Didion saw 
their only daughter fall ill, at first 
thinking it was just flu she ended 
up on life support. Days later John 
suffered a  fatal coronary. In a 
second, this partnership of 40 yrs 
was over, 4 weeks later, their 
daughter pulled through. 2 months 
after that she collapsed and 
underwent 6 hours of brain 
surgery to relieve a massive 
hematoma. This book is Didion's 
'attempt to make sense of the 
months that cut loose any fixed 
idea I ever had about death, 
illness,marriage, children and 
memory, about life itself'. 

Doyle, Malchy Amadans When Jimmy finds a strange-
looking badge with the word 
Amadans on it, no one seems to 
know what it means. When he 
logs onto the Amadan website, he 
finds the ugliest fairies ever. 
Soon, he is pulled into the 
Amadan world, currently in turmoil 
because their powers are sapping. 
The Queen wants Jimmy to help.

Combining elements of science 
fiction & spiritual philosophy, this 
novel is a tale of the devastating 
consequences of a scientific 
mission to make contact with an 
extraterrestrial culture.

Doherty, Berlie Holly Starcross Holly Starcross lives with her 
mother and stepfather, the twins 
and baby Zoe. She's close to Zoe, 
and the mysterious e-mail friend in 
whom she confides. Holly is 
stalked by a strange man who 
turns out to be her father - not 
seen since Holly was four. Holly 
and her father run away and she's 
reunited with her grandparents. As 
she discovers that her musical 
talent comes from her 
grandmother who is her mystery e-
mail friend, Holly must decide 
where she belongs. 

200 years after being plucked 
from obscurity to marry the Crown 
Prince of Korea, the Red Queen's 
ghost decides to set the record 
straight about her extraordinary 
existence - & Dr Babs Halliwell, 
with her own complicated past, is 
the perfect envoy. Why does the 
Red Queen pick Babs to keep her 
story alive, & what else does she 
want from her? 

Drabble, Margaret The Red Queen

Doria Russell, Mary The Sparrow



Drabble, Margaret The Seven Sisters When Candida Wilton arrives 
alone in London, divorced and 
rejected and without much money, 
she is filled with a strange sense 
of excitement. What can happen, 
at her age, to change her 
fortunes? When Candida starts 
writing her diary, she expects that 
she will fill it with the small events 
with which she pads out her 
empty life, but she has always had 
a secret belief that despite all she 
is a lucky person. And she is, in a 
sense, right, for when an 
unexpected windfall brings her 
sudden riches, her horizons 
broaden: she will start, she thinks, 
with a trip abroad...

Drabble, Margaret The Peppered Moth It is 1905, and Bessie is a small 
child living in a South Yorkshire 
mining town. Unusually gifted, she 
sits quietly and studies hard, 
waiting for the day when she can 
sit the Cambridge entrance exam 
and escape the way of life her 
ancestors have never even 
thought to question. At the other 
end of the century her 
granddaughter, Faro, is listening 
to a lecture on genetic inheritance. 
She has returned to the town 
where her grandmother grew up 
and sees the families who have 
lived there for longer than anyone 
can remember. But for all her 
exotic ancestry and glamour, has 
she really travelled any further 
than them?

The Mississippi of the 1930s was 
a hard place for a black child to 
grow up in, but still Cassie didn't 
understand why farming his own 
land meant so much to her father. 
During that year, though, she 
learns about the great differences 
that divide people.

DuFosse, Cristophe Schools Out When a teacher’s found dead, 
(apparently suicide), his friend 
Hoffman takes over class 4F a 
group of strangely subdued, well-
behaved and yet menacing pupils. 
Assuming their behaviour to be a 
response to the trauma of their 
teacher's death, Hoffman takes it 
easy with the class, refusing to 
embrace the hostility felt by other 
staff  towards the children. 
Hoffman supports class 4F's 
decision to organise a trip to 
Normandy. Once the trip has 
begun, however, Hoffman begins 
to understand their bizarre 
solidarity and their ultimate goal...

D. Taylor, Mildred Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry



Du Maurier, Daphne Rebecca Rebecca has been described as 
the first major gothic romance in 
the 20th century. It certainly 
contains all the elements of the 
great gothic novel and has often 
been compared to Jane Eyre by 
Charlotte Bronte, with the house 
so strongly influenced by the 
previous occupant, the brooding 
hero in the shape of Maxim, the 
mad woman in the shape of Mrs 
Danvers, the growing tension, and 
finally the house.

Dunmore, Helen A Spell of Winter (LARGE 
PRINT)

This is a novel set just before, 
during and after World War I. It is 
the story of a brother and sister 
whose mother deserts them and 
whose father goes insane. 
Incarcerated in an enormous 
house in the country, their intense 
emotional relationship becomes a 
sexual one.

Dunmore, Helen The Siege (LARGE PRINT) Leningrad, September 1941. 
German tanks surround the city, 
imprisoning those who live there. 
The besieged people of Leningrad 
face shells, starvation, and the 
Russian winter. Interweaving two 
love affairs in two generations, 
THE SIEGE draws us deep into 
the Levin's family struggle to stay 
alive during this terrible winter. It 
is a story about war and the 
wounds it inflicts on people's lives. 
It is also a lyrical and deeply 
moving celebration of love, life 
and survival.

It should have been an ordinary 
birth, the start of an ordinary 
happy family. But the night Dr 
Henry delivers his wife's twins is a 
night that will haunt five lives for 
ever. For though his son is a 
healthy boy, his daughter has 
Down's syndrome & in a shocking 
act of betrayal whose 
consequences only time will 
reveal, he tells his wife their 
daughter died while secretly 
entrusting her care to a nurse. As 
grief quietly tears apart David's 
family, so a little girl must make 
her own way in the world as best 
she can.

Elliot. George Silas Marner After he’s wrongly accused of a 
crime and expelled from his 
community, weaver Silas Marner 
becomes a miser and a recluse. A 
strange sequence of events, and 
the appearance of a small child, 
transforms his life in this realistic 
tale of rural life, and symbolic 
drama of sin and repentance.

Edwards, Kim The Memory Keepers 
Daughter



Elliott, Patricia The Ice Boy Edward's vision of a land far 
across the sea brings him hope 
that his father is alive and well, 
and didn't perish in the storm. If 
only he could reach the island and 
look for Dad. When he rescues 
Bur, the mysterious young man 
from the waves, Edward is given 
the chance to attempt the perilous 
quest, but time is fast running out 
... 

Ellis, Deborah Mud City Shauzia has fled from 
Afghanistan, to a refugee camp in 
Pakistan, she dreams of getting 
away from the camp and travelling 
to France. There she knows she 
would find a better life, away from 
the war in her home country of 
Afghanistan But escape is not so 
easy. Once she leaves the camp, 
she has no money, no food - and 
only her dog Jasper for company. 
But Shauzia is determined to find 
a new future for herself.

A romantic, poignant tale, Tita, the 
youngest daughter of the house, 
has been forbidden to marry, 
condemned by Mexican tradition 
to look after her mother until she 
dies. But Tita falls in love with 
Pedro, & he’s seduced by the 
magical food she cooks. In 
desperation, Pedro marries her 
sister Rosaura so that he can stay 
close to her. For the next 22 
years, Tita & Pedro are forced to 
circle each other in 
unconsummated passion. Only a 
freakish chain of tragedies, bad 
luck & fate finally reunite them 
against all the odds.

Faccini, Ben The Water-Breather One loveable, sensitive young 
boy's obsession with undoing the 
damage done. This is Jean-Pio's 
childhood: crisscrossing Europe, 
sandwiched between his two 
brothers on the back seat. 
Travelling to his grandfather's 
house deep in the French 
countryside, he's on the brink of 
discovering a secret that will 
change him forever. In the midst 
of his chaotic, wonderful family, 
Jean-Pio must save himself from 
drowning in panic, as if learning to 
breathe in water...

Faulks, Sebastian Charlotte Gray A haunting story of love and war 
set in London and occupied 
France in 1942-3.

Esquivel, Laura Like Water For Chocolate



Faulks, Sebastian Engleby Mike Engleby says things that 
others dare not even think. When 
the novel opens in the 1970s, he 
is a university student, having 
survived a 'traditional' school. A 
man devoid of scruple or self-pity, 
Engleby provides a disarmingly 
frank account of English 
education. Yet beneath the 
disturbing surface of his 
observations lies an unfolding 
mystery of gripping power. One of 
his contemporaries unaccountably 
disappears, & as we follow 
Engleby's career, which brings us 
up to the present day, the reader 
has to ask: is Engleby capable of 
telling the whole truth?

They spend their days & too many 
of their nights at work. Away from 
friends & family, they share a 
stretch of stained carpet with a 
group of strangers they call 
colleagues. Amidst the boredom, 
redundancies, water cooler 
moments, meetings, flirtations & 
pure rage, life is happening, to 
their great surprise, all around 
them. It’s about sitting all morning 
next to someone you cross the 
road to avoid at lunch. It's the 
story of your life & mine.

Fitzgerald, F Scott The Great Gatsby Set in the post-Great War Long 
Island/New York world of the rich. 
The narrator, Nick Carraway, 
sympathetically records the 
pathos of Gatsby's romantic 
dream which founders on the 
reality of corruption, the insulated 
selfishness of Tom and Daisy, 
and the cutting edge of violence.

Foer, Jonathan S Extremely Loud and 
Incredibly Close

Nine yr old Oskar Schell is an 
inventor, amateur entomologist, 
Francophile, pacifist, 
percussionist, romantic, jeweller, 
detective, vegan, and collector of 
butterflies. When his father is 
killed in the 9/11 attacks Oskar 
sets out to solve the mystery of a 
key he discovers in his father's 
closet. It's a search which leads 
him into the lives of strangers, 
through New York, to the 
bombings of Dresden and 
Hiroshima, and an inward journey 
which brings him closer to peace.

Ferris, Joshua The We Came to the End

Forster, Margaret Over



This is a novel about what 
happens after a tragedy in a 
family, what's left when the tide 
recedes & it's over. A daughter 
has died, suddenly & the different 
ways in which her mother & father 
respond to the tragedy, how this 
plays out within the family & 
affects the other siblings, is at the 
heart of things. The sad story is 
narrated by Louise, mother & 
primary school teacher, trying to 
hold herself together & get on with 
life, trying to understand not 'what 
happened', but what has 
happened to them all in the wake 
of the accident & why. 

French, Marilyn The Women's Room The haunting story of Mira Ward, 
a 50s wife who becomes a woman 
of the 70s. From the shallow 
excitement of cocktail parties and 
casual affairs, to the varied 
nightmares of rape, madness and 
loneliness, her experiences 
represent the dawning awareness 
of the exhilaration of liberation.

French, Nicci Secret Smile Another thriller from the husband 
and wife team.

Frey, James A Million Little Pieces

Francis, Claire Homeland       1946 the eve of the harshest 
winter for a 100 yrs. Men are 
pouring home from war to a land 
beset by food and job shortages. 
As anti-Polish refugee 
propaganda reaches its height, 
Wladyslaw, tries to start a new 
life. His taskmaster is Billy Greer, 
newly demobbed, and itching to 
escape to London. Stella, a local 
schoolteacher, has been waiting 
for Lyndon Hanley to return, a 
hero of the Burma Campaign, but 
he’s troubled and unresponsive. 
When he goes away again, she 
finds herself falling for Wladyslaw. 
As the country is brought to its 
knees by blizzards, people start to 
go hungry and attitudes harden. 
Then a death occurs on the 
wetlands, and it seems 
Wladyslaw, will be held 
responsible.



James Frey wakes up on a plane, 
with no memory of the preceding 
two weeks. His face is cut & his 
body is covered with bruises. He 
has no wallet & no idea of his 
destination. He has abused 
alcohol & every drug he can lay 
his hands on for a decade - & he’s 
only twenty-three. What happens 
next is one of the most powerful & 
extreme, stories ever told. His 
family takes him to a rehabilitation 
centre & he starts his perilous 
journey back to the world of the 
drug & alcohol-free living. 

Fullerton, John The Monkeyhouse Rosso is a detective in a city 
under siege. He’s learnt to take 
each day as it comes, with 
violence and death around every 
corner. But now he’s confronted 
with death from a different quarter: 
the brutal murder of a woman in a 
bombed-out block of flats known 
as "The Monkey House".

Gaarder, Jostein The Orange Girl To Georg Roed, his dead father is 
a distant memory, then one day 
his grandmother finds some 
pages stuffed into the lining of an 
old pushchair. These are a letter 
to Georg, written before his father 
died, and a story, 'The Orange 
Girl'. This is no ordinary story it's a 
riddle from the past and centres 
around an incident in his father's 
youth when he boarded a tram 
and was captivated by a beautiful 
girl clutching a huge bag of 
oranges. The girl then hopped off 
the tram leaving Georg's father 
with arms full of oranges. Now, 
from beyond the grave, he is 
asking his son to help him finally 
solve the puzzle of her identity.

Gaarder, Jostein Sophies World When 14 yr old Sophie 
encounters a mysterious mentor 
who introduces her to philosophy, 
mysteries deepen in her own life. 
Why does she keep getting 
postcards addressed to another 
girl? Who is the other girl? & who, 
for that matter, is Sophie herself? 
To solve the riddle, she uses her 
new knowledge of philosophy, but 
the truth is far stranger than she 
could have imagined. An original 
story that raises profound 
questions about the meaning of 
life & the origin of the universe.



Gaimen, Neil Anansi Boys  Fat Charlie Nancy's life is 
spinning out of control, and it's all 
his dad's fault. If his rotter of a 
father hadn't dropped dead, 
Charlie would be blissfully 
unaware that his dad was Anansi, 
the spider god and that he has a 
brother called Spider, who's also a 
god and there'd be no chance that 
said brother would be trying to 
take over his life. Desperate to 
reclaim his life, Charlie enlists the 
help of four eccentric old ladies 
and between them they unleash a 
bitter and twisted force to get rid 
of Spider. But is Fat Charlie 
Nancy going to get his life back in 
one piece or is he about to enter a 
whole netherworld of pain?

Gaimen, Neil Stardust Life moves at a leisurely pace in 
the tiny town of Wall - named after 
the imposing stone barrier which 
separates the town from a grassy 
meadow. Here, young Tristran 
Thorn has lost his heart to the 
beautiful Victoria Forester and for 
the coveted prize of her hand, 
Tristran vows to retrieve a fallen 
star and deliver it to his beloved. It 
is an oath that sends him over the 
ancient wall and into a world that 
is dangerous and strange beyond 
imagining.

A fascinating look at mental 
illness & the effects it has. Rachel 
Kelly is bipolar causing her to be 
both charming & loveable as well 
as terrible to those around her. As 
an artist she finds some of her 
most creative moments are when 
she is not on her medication 
causing her to be inspired but 
emotionally erratic & we see the 
effects this has on the family who 
love her. 

Gardam, Jane Old Filth FILTH, in his heyday, was a 
lawyer with a practice in the Far 
East. Now, only the oldest QCs 
and Silks can remember that his 
nickname stood for Failed In 
London Try Hong Kong. Long 
ago, Old Filth was a Raj orphan - 
one of many children sent 'Home' 
from the East to be fostered and 
educated in England. Gardam's 
novel tells his story, from his birth 
in what was then Malaya to the 
extremities of his old age. OLD 
FILTH is funny and heart-
breaking, witty and peopled with 
characters who astonish, dismay 
and delight the reader. 

Gale, Patrick Notes From an Exhibition



Geras, Adele Hesters Story Hester Fielding was once a 
leading ballerina. Her life is 
dramatic: a bleak Yorkshire 
childhood transformed by her gifts 
as a dancer; a dangerous love 
affair and a secret that would ruin 
her if it ever came out. Now 
Hester's returned to Yorkshire  
where, each year, a ballet's 
performed on Twelfth Night. This 
year, young choreographer Hugo 
has been invited to direct the 
ballet. Hugo's assembled a 
temperamental group of dancers 
and as they prepare for opening 
night, loyalties shift and tempers 
flare and tension builds to 
breaking point, suddenly the past 
comes crashing into the present in 
ways that Hester couldn't have 
predicted.

Gibbons, Stella Cold Comfort Farm When Flora Poste is orphaned at 
nineteen, she decides her only 
choice is to descend upon 
relatives in deepest Sussex. At 
the aptly named Cold Comfort 
Farm, she meets the doomed 
Starkadders: cousin Judith, 
heaving with remorse for 
unspoken wickedness; Amos, 
preaching fire and damnation; 
their sons, lustful Seth and 
despairing Reuben; child of nature 
Elfine; and crazed old Aunt Ada 
Doom, who has kept to her 
bedroom for the last twenty years. 
But Flora loves nothing better than 
to organize other people. Armed 
with common sense and a strong 
will, she resolves to take each of 
the family in hand.

Glaister, Lesley Now You See Me Since walking out on her life at 
sixteen, Lamb has lived alone in 
the gaps between other people's 
lives. Secretly inhabiting the cellar 
of an elderly man for whom she 
cleans, she keeps herself to 
herself, her life a precarious 
balancing act - until she meets 
Doggo, a young criminal on the 
run. Both strangers to the concept 
of truth, Doggo and Lamb are 
drawn together, glimpsing in one 
another the possibilities of finding 
solace and maybe even love. But 
with secrets too dark to admit to 
even themselves, let alone 
someone else, first they must 
learn just to trust in each other...



Actor Toby Flood arrives in 
Brighton for the final week of a 
play. That night he's visited by his 
estranged wife, Jenny, who's 
worried that she's being stalked by 
a strange man. She asks Toby to 
follow the man and get to the 
bottom of things.
What he discovers is a legacy of 
industrial negligence and a 
sinister connection with Jenny's 
new partner. Spurred on by a 
desire to win Jenny back, Toby 
begins to ask probing questions. 
Before he understands the risks 
he's running, he finds himself 
caught up in a mysterious – and 
dangerous tangle of family 
rivalries and murderous intent. 

Goodwin, Daisy (editor) Essential Poems for Britain 
(and the Way We Live Now)

This volume from Daisy Goodwin 
is for the way we live now. With 
wit and insight, these poems 
explore what it means to be British 
today - from bad public transport, 
teeth and weather to our famous 
countryside, sense of humour and 
stiff upper lip. This collection of 
poems features the nation's 
greatest talents- from Blake to 
Betjeman and Wendy Cope to 
Spike Milligan.

Greene, Graham The Quiet American Into the intrigue and violence of 
Indo-China comes Pyle, a young 
idealistic American sent to 
promote democracy through a 
mysterious "Third Force". As his 
naive optimism starts to cause 
bloodshed, his friend, Fowler, a 
cynical foreign correspondent, 
finds it hard to stand aside and 
watch.

Haddon, Mark The Curious Incident Of The 
Dog In The Night-Time

Chris is 15 and has Asperger's 
Syndrome, a form of autism. He 
finds it hard to understand other 
people. When he discovers a 
dead dog on a neighbour's lawn 
he decides to solve the mystery 
and write a detective thriller about 
it. The more he unearths, the 
deeper the mystery gets.

Goddard, Robert Play to the End



Haddon, Mark A Spot Of Bother  At 57, George is settling down to 
a comfortable retirement, then 
Katie, his tempestuous daughter, 
announces she's getting 
remarried, to Ray. Her family isn't 
pleased and her mother Jean is a 
bit put out by all the planning and 
arguing the wedding has 
occasioned, which get in the way 
of her quite fulfilling late-life affair 
with one of her husband's former 
colleagues. Then George 
discovers a sinister lesion on his 
hip, and quietly begins to lose his 
mind. The way these damaged 
people fall apart - and come 
together - as a family is the true 
subject of Mark Haddon's 
disturbing yet very funny portrait 
of a dignified man trying to go 
insane politely.

Haig, Matthew The Last Family in England Meet the Hunter family and 
Prince, their black Labrador who’s 
the narrator and protagonist of this 
tale. An earnest young dog, he 
strives hard to live up to the tenets 
of the Labrador Pact. (Labradors 
believe in 'Duty Over All', that duty 
being to remain loyal to their 
human masters, to serve and 
protect their Family at any cost. 
Other dogs, led by the Springer 
Spaniels, have revolted. Their 
slogan is 'Pleasure not Duty'.) 
Mentored by an elderly Labrador 
called Henry, Prince takes his 
responsibilities seriously, and as 
things in the Hunter family begin 
to go awry, they threaten to 
overwhelm him. In the end Prince 
is forced to break the Labrador 
Pact and take desperate action to 
save his Family. 

Hamilton, Hugo The Speckled people The Speckled People is a tale of 
rough and tumble childhood in 
Ireland in the 1950s. We're given 
the odd mix of an Irish nationalist 
father married to a German 
immigrant with a Nazi past. The 
premise seems to be rich and 
wide, but the whole book turns out 
to be rather intimate and personal. 
This is less a comment on Ireland 
and Germany after the war and 
more Hugo Hamilton's youthful 
journey of self discovery.



Hannah, Sophie Little Face Alice's baby is 2 weeks old when 
she leaves the house without her 
for the first time. On her return, 
she finds the front door open, her 
husband asleep on their bed. She 
runs into the baby's room & 
screams. 'This isn't our baby! 
Where's our baby?' Her 
increasingly hostile husband 
swears she must be mad or lying, 
& a DNA test will take a week. 
Before the test has been taken, 
Alice & the baby have 
disappeared. Why? The police 
who dismissed her baby swap 
story must find out, & as they do 
they find dark incidents in David's 
past - like the murder of his ex-
wife...

Imprisoned in India by the British 
when WWII was declared, 
Austrian climber Heinrich Harrer 
escaped, crossing the Himalayas 
to Tibet. Settling in Lhas the 
Forbidden City for 7 yrs, he 
became the tutor & friend of the 
present Dalai Lama 
accompanying him into India when 
he was put to flight by the Red 
Chinese invasion in this classic of 
adventure literature. 

Hannah, Sophie The Point of Rescue Sally’s watching the news when 
she hears the name Mark 
Bretherick.  A work trip Sally had 
planned was cancelled at the last 
minute. Desperate for a rest Sally 
didn't tell her husband that the trip 
had fallen through. Instead she 
treated herself to a secret holiday. 
All she wanted was a bit of peace 
– but that didn't happen because 
Sally met Mark Bretherick. All the 
details are the same: where he 
lives, his job, his wife Geraldine & 
daughter Lucy. Except the man on 
the news is a man Sally’s never 
seen before. & Geraldine & Lucy 
Bretherick are both dead ...

Harrer, Heinrich Seven Years in Tibet



Harris, Robert The Ghost The narrator is a professional 
ghostwriter - cynical, mercenary, 
& with a nice line in deadpan 
humour. Accustomed to working 
with fading rock stars & minor 
celebrities, he jumps at the 
chance to ghost the memoirs of 
Britain's former prime minister, 
But it doesn't take him long to 
realise he has made a terrible 
mistake. His predecessor on the 
project died in circumstances that 
were distinctly suspicious, & the 
ex-prime minister turns out to be a 
man with secrets in his past that 
are returning to haunt him - 
secrets with the power to kill. 

It is August 1616. The whaling 
ship Heartsease has ventured 
deep into the Arctic, but the crew 
must return home before the ice 
closes in. All, that is, save 
Thomas Cave. He makes a wager 
that he will remain there alone 
until the next season, though no 
man has yet been known to have 
survived a winter this far north. So 
he is left with provisions, shelter, 
& a journal - should he not live to 
tell the tale.

Harwood, John The Ghost Writer Viola Hatherley was a writer of 
ghost stories in the 1890s whose 
work lies forgotten until her great-
grandson, in Australia, learns how 
to open the secret drawer in his 
mother's room. There he finds a 
manuscript, and from the moment 
his mother catches him in the act, 
Gerard Freeman's life is 
irrevocably changed. What is the 
invisible, threat from which his 
mother strives so obsessively to 
protect him? Gerard's quest to 
unveil the mystery that shrouds 
his family, and his life, will lead 
him from Mawson to London, to a 
long-abandoned house and the 
terror of a ghost story come alive.

A foolhardy attempt to win a 
drunken bet led to Tony Hawks 
having one of the most 
unforgettable experiences of his 
life. Joined by his trusty travelling-
companion-cum-domestic-
appliance, he found himself in the 
midst of a remarkable, 
inspirational &, at times, downright 
absurd adventure. 

Heller, Joseph Catch 22

Harding, Georgina The Solitude of Thomas 
Cave

Hawks, Tony Round Ireland with a Fridge



At the heart of Joseph Heller's 
bestselling novel, first published in 
1961, is a satirical indicement of 
military madness & stupidity, & the 
desire of the ordinary man to 
survive it. It is a tale of the 
dangerously sane Captain 
Yossarian, who spends his time in 
Italy plotting to survive.

Hearn, Lian Across the Nightingale 
(LARGE PRINT)

The murderous warlord, lida 
Sadamu, surveys his famous 
nightingale floor constructed with 
exquisite skill, it sings at the tread 
of each human foot. No assassin 
can cross it unheard. Brought up 
in a remote mountain village 
among the Hidden, a reclusive 
and spiritual people, Takeo has 
learned only the ways of peace. 
Why, then, does he possess the 
deadly skills that make him so 
valuable to the sinister Tribe?

Hiaasen, Carl Hoot Roy Eberhardt has recently, and 
unhappily, arrived in Florida. Roy's 
family moves a lot so he's used to 
the new-kid drill - and to bullies 
like Dana Matherson. Anyway, it's 
because of Dana that Roy gets to 
see the mysterious running boy. 
Suddenly life in Florida is looking 
up.

Higson, Charlie Silverfin STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL: 
Subject: James Bond Age: 13 
Description: dark hair that falls in 
a comma above his brow, despite 
efforts to control it; blue eyes; tall 
for age; surprisingly strong; fluent 
French, good German. Essential 
components: A villain so vile no 
white fluffy cat would go near him 
A girl - blond, green-eyed, named 
Wilder Lawless One fast car. 
Additional detail: Sinister 
experiments at a remote castle in 
the Scottish Highlands. 

Hill, Susan The Boy Who Taught the 
Beekeeper to Read: And 
Other Stories (LARGE 
PRINT)

A young school boy visiting his 
aunt's country house finds 
company and friendship with the 
gentle beekeeper and begins 
teaching the man to read. A young 
country girl fights against 
becoming a downtrodden 
domestic skivvy like her dead 
mother, while another young girl 
reaches a delicate understanding 
with an elderly blind man. On 
another beach a more sinister plot 
unfolds as a gang of boys plan the 
most wicked deed they can 
conceive of.



Hillhouse, Joanne C. Dancing Nude in the 
Moonlight

Selena's ex-husband has left her 
in a strange land with a baby and 
two younger sisters to care 
for.The three came from the 
Dominican Republic in the hope of 
a better living in Antigua, but 
Antiguans are hostile to the 
immigrant community in their 
midst. Michael enters Selena's 
drab world and for him it is love at 
first sight but Selena has been too 
deeply hurt by misplaced love in 
the past, and Michael must woo 
her with patience and 
understanding. Then, as Selena's 
guard begins to lower, Victor, her 
ex-husband, makes his 
reappearance.

Hines, Barry A Kestrel for a Knave Harshly unsentimental this novel 
tells the story of the remarkable 
relationship between the 
desperate Billy a friendless boy 
living in a Northern town; and the 
equally destructive, fierce kestrel, 
Kes which he raises from the 
nest.

Hislop, Victoria The Island On the brink of a life-changing 
decision, Alexis Fielding longs to 
find out about her mother's past. 
But Sofia's never spoken of it. All 
she admits to is growing up in a 
Cretan village before moving to 
London. When Alexis decides to 
visit Crete,  Sofia gives her 
daughter a letter to take to an old 
friend, and promises that through 
her she'll learn more. Arriving in 
Plaka, Alexis is astonished to see 
that it lies a stone's throw from the 
tiny, deserted island of Spinalonga 
- Greece's former leper colony. 
Then she finds Fortini, and at last 
hears the story that Sofia has 
buried all her life: the tale of her 
great-grandmother Eleni and her 
daughters and a family rent by 
tragedy, war and passion. 



Hoban, Russell Riddley Walker Walker is my name and I am the 
same. Riddley Walker. Walking 
my riddels where ever theyve took 
me and walking them now on this 
paper the same. There aint that 
many sir prizes in life if you take 
noatis of every thing. Every time 
will have its happenings out and 
every place the same. Thats why I 
finely come to writing all this 
down. Thinking on what the idear 
of us myt be. Thinking on that 
thing whats in us lorn and loan 
and oansome.' Composed in an 
English which has never been 
spoken and laced with a 
storytelling tradition that predates 
the written word, RIDDLEY 
WALKER is the world waiting for 
us at the bitter end of the nuclear 
road. It is desolate, dangerous 
and harrowing, and a modern 
masterpiece. 

On the night that Arlyn Singer's 
father dies, she’s certain her 
destiny will find her. Some hours 
later a young man shows up at 
her door. Lost in a strange town, 
John Moody is an architectural 
student, serious, reserved, & 
deliberate. & he has no inkling 
that the tall, red-haired girl whom 
he has asked for directions will 
haunt him for the rest of his life. 
Years later, Arlyn is gone, & 
Meredith Weiss arrives John 
Moody is tormented by visions of 
a red-haired woman in white. 

Holm, David I am David The story of a young boy's journey 
through Europe after escaping 
from the camp where he had lived 
all his life. Sea, mountains and 
flowers, the colours of Italy, the 
taste of fruit, people laughing and 
smiling, all are new to David. And 
David learns that his polite 
manner, his haunted eyes and his 
thin features are strange to other 
people.

Hoffman, Alice Skylight Confessions



Ho Davies, Peter The Welsh Girl In 1944, a German Jewish 
refugee is sent to Wales to 
interview Rudolf Hess; in 
Snowdonia, a 17yr old girl, 
dreams of the bright lights of an 
English city; & in a nearby POW 
camp, a German soldier struggles 
to reconcile his surrender with his 
sense of honour. As their lives 
intersect, all three will come to 
question where they belong & 
where their loyalties lie. The 
Welsh Girl explores the bonds of 
love & duty that hold us to family, 
country, & ultimately our fellow 
man.

Horn, Shifra Ode to Joy After a terrorist explosion on a bus 
in Jerusalem, Yael, who narrowly 
escaped the attack, is haunted by 
the last image she recalls before 
the horror: a child waving to her 
from the bus window. Her 
husband's unable to understand 
what she's been through, and 
although her friends are 
sympathetic, they can't share her 
pain. Traumatised, she feels 
compelled to find the child's 
father. Drawn to him through their 
mutual suffering, Yael begins to 
fall in love with him. He too, 
cannot deny his feelings, but his 
belief that the loss of his wife and 
child is divine punishment for past 
sins overshadows any glimmer of 
hope for their future. 

Horowitz, Anthony Stormbreaker When his guardian dies in 
suspicious circumstances, 14yr-
old Alex Rider finds his world 
turned upside down. Forcibly 
recruited into MI6, Alex has to 
take part in gruelling SAS training 
. Then, armed with his own set of 
secret gadgets, he's off on his first 
mission to Cornwall, where Middle-
Eastern multi-billionaire Herod 
Sayle is producing his state-of-the-
art Stormbreaker computers. 
Sayle has offered to give one free 
to every school in the country - but 
there's more to the gift than meets 
the eye.

Hosseini, Khaled A Thousand Splendid Suns



Mariam is only 15 when she’s sent 
to Kabul to marry the troubled 
Rasheed, who’s 30 yrs her senior. 
Nearly two decades later, in a 
climate of growing unrest, tragedy 
strikes 15 yr old Laila, who must 
leave her home & join Mariam's 
unhappy household. Laila & 
Mariam are to find consolation in 
each other. With the passing of 
time the women's endurance is 
tested beyond their worst 
imaginings. Yet love can move a 
person to act in unexpected ways. 
In the end, it is love that triumphs 
over death & destruction. 

Hosseini, Khaled The Kite Runner Twelve-year-old Amir desperate to 
win the approval of his father 
resolves to win the local kite-
fighting toumament, to prove that 
he has the makings of a man. His 
loyal friend Hassan promises to 
help him but this is 1970s 
Afghanistan and Hassan is a low-
caste servant who is jeered at in 
the street but neither of the boys 
could foresee what would happen 
to Hassan on the afternoon of the 
tournament, which was to shatter 
their lives. After the Russians 
invade and the family is forced to 
flee to America, Amir realises that 
one day he must return, to find the 
one thing that his new world 
cannot grant him: redemption.

Howarth, Stuart Please Daddy No Stuart just wanted his father to 
love him, but was made to believe 
he was too naughty to be loved. 
Finally, his father was sent to 
prison for abusing Stuart's sisters. 
Nobody knew about Stuart's 
abuse until one fateful day when 
his father tried it again. Stuart 
Howarth spent the first 30 years of 
his life in mental and physical hell. 
After years of emotional torment 
and despair, at the age of 32 
Stuart felt an strong urge to see 
his father. Seeking reconciliation, 
Stuart was only to be met by the 
same old abusive man. The rage, 
pain and confusion boiled over in 
Stuart and he fought back, killing 
his stepfather. This is the story of 
a sweet-natured boy who grew 
into a brave young man and 
refused to allow himself to be a 
victim any longer.

Huxley, Aldous Brave New World



Far in the future, the World 
Controllers have finally created 
the ideal society. In laboratories 
worldwide, genetic science has 
brought the human race to 
perfection. Man is bred & 
educated to be blissfully content 
with his pre-destined role. Bernard 
Marx is unhappy. Harbouring an 
unnatural desire for solitude, 
feeling only distaste for the 
endless pleasures of compulsory 
promiscuity, Bernard has an ill-
defined longing to break free. A 
visit to one of the few remaining 
Savage Reservations where the 
old, imperfect life still continues 
may be the cure for his distress… 

Hyde, Elisabeth The Abortionists Daughter 19yr old Megan Thompson is 
beautiful and so has  never been 
short of boyfriends. She has a 
love-hate relationship with her 
mother Diana, an abortion doctor, 
and following the death of her 
younger brother, has mostly 
steered clear of family life. That is 
until the day her defence attorney 
father calls to tell her that Diana's 
been found dead in their pool. 
Young detective Huck Berlin is 
assigned to the case when the 
suspicious circumstances of her 
death emerge. She's a national 
figure who has made many 
enemies. Yet when relationships 
past and present are revealed, 
they prove to be far more key to 
understanding exactly what 
happened to Diana than anyone 
has expected. 

James, Erica Gardens of Delight The Gardens of Delight brochure 
offers the chance to visit some of 
the most beautiful gardens in Lake 
Como. For Lucy, to go to Italy 
offers more than just gardens, 
Lake Como is where her father 
lives who she last saw as a 
teenager. Helens husband's away 
a lot so Helen throws herself into 
caring for their garden but she 
needs help and so decides to join 
the local Garden Club. Conrad 
isn't interested in gardening 
widowed for five years, his life 
revolves around work and Mac, 
his curmudgeonly uncle who lives 
with him, and who's expressed a 
desire to go on the Gardens tour. 
But only if Conrad will go too. 
Conrad agrees. 'Anything for a 
peaceful life,' he concedes. But a 
peaceful life is the last thing any of 
them are in for...

Jansson, Tove The Summer Book



A fresh, vivid & magical novel 
about seemingly endless 
summers of discovery. An elderly 
artist & her 6 yr old granddaughter 
while away the summer together, 
on a tiny island in the Gulf of 
Finland. Gradually, the two learn 
to adjust to each other's fears, 
foibles & yearnings for 
independence, & a fierce yet 
understated love emerges - one 
that engulfs not only the summer 
inhabitants, but the very island 
itself.

 
James, Clive North Face of Soho Taking us from Fleet Street to 

Clive James on TV, from Russian 
department stores to Paris fashion 
shows via fatherhood, some killer 
bees, & a satire starring Anne 
Robinson as Mrs Thatcher, "North 
Face of Soho" is the larger-than-
life story of a life lived to the full.

A Winter Book is a collection of 
some of Tove Jansson's best 
loved & most famous stories. 
Drawn from youth & older age, & 
spanning most of the twentieth 
century, this newly translated 
selection provides a thrilling 
showcase of the great Finnish 
writer's prose, scattered with 
insights & home truths. It features 
13 stories from Tove Jansson's 
first book for adults, plus 7 of her 
most cherished later stories 
translated into English & 
published here for the first time.

Louis Drax is a problem child: 
bright, precocious, deceitful, and 
dangerously accident prone. 
When he falls off a cliff into a 
ravine, the accident seems almost 
predestined. Louis miraculously 
survives - but the family has been 
shattered. Louis' father has 
vanished, his mother is paralysed 
by shock, and Louis lies in a deep 
coma from which he may never 
emerge. In a clinic in Provence, 
Dr Pascal Dannachet tries to coax 
Louis back to consciousness. But 
the boy defies medical logic, 
startling Dannachet out of his safe 
preconceptions, and drawing him 
into the dark heart of Louis' buried 
world. Only Louis holds the key to 
the mystery surrounding his fall - 
and he can't communicate. Or can 
he?

Jansson, Tove A Winter Book

Jensen, Liz The Ninth Life of Louis Drax



Kennedy, Douglas A Special Relationship 
(LARGE PRINT)

    Sally Goodchild, an American 
journalist, suddenly finds herself 
pregnant and married to an 
English foreign correspondent, 
Tony Hobbs, whom she met while 
they were both on assignment in 
Cairo. From the outset Sally's 
relationship with both Tony and 
London is an uneasy one - as she 
finds her husband and his city to 
be far more foreign than imagined. 
But her problems soon turn to 
nightmares when she discovers 
that everything can be taken down 
and used against you.

     

     

     
 
     

   
     

Kennedy Toole, John A Confederacy of Dunces The ordinary folk of New Orleans 
seem to think he is unhinged as 
well. Ignatius ignores them as he 
heaves his vast bulk through the 
city's fleshpots in a noble crusade 
against vice, modernity & 
ignorance. But his momma has a 
nasty surprise in store for him. 
Ignatius must get a job. 
Undaunted, he uses his new-
found employment to further his 
mission & now he has a pirate 
costume & a hot-dog cart to do it 
with.

Kerouac, Jack On the Road In the 1950s, underground 
America was a world of jazz, sex, 
chill dawns & drugs, for Sal 
Paradise & his hero Dean 
Moriarty, traveller & mystic, the 
living epitome of Beat.



Kerr, Judith When Hitler Stole Pink 
Rabbit

Anna is too busy with schoolwork 
and tobogganing to listen to the 
grown-ups' talk of Hitler. But one 
day she and her brother are 
rushed out of Germany in 
alarming secrecy, away from 
everything they know. Their father 
is wanted by the Nazis--dead or 
alive. It is the start of a huge 
adventure, sometimes frightening, 
very often funny, and slways, 
always exciting. 

Kesey, Ken One Flew Over the Cuckoos 
Nest

Set in a mental home, the patients 
take it upon themsleves to uprise 
and rebel with the help of their 
new friend Randle P McMurphy. It 
is written from the viewpoint of 
Chief Bromden, an Indian patient 
at the home.

Danny is only 5 yrs old, but he’s a 
'shiner', aglow with psychic 
voltage. When his father becomes 
caretaker of an old hotel, his 
visions grow out of control. Cut off 
by blizzards, the hotel seems to 
develop an evil force, & who are 
the mysterious guests in the 
supposedly empty hotel?

King, Francis The Nick of Time Francis King's entertaining novel 
looks at the havoc wrought when 
a young Egyptian - an illegal 
immigrant - finds himself in 
London. Ahmad leads a double 
life, befriending and lodging with 
an elderly woman who suffers 
from MS; while at the same time 
throwing himself into the London 
gay scene. Jealousy looms when 
he begins a relationship with a gay 
protector - and is arrested 
because of his illegal status.

Kingsolver, Barbara The Poisonwood Bible The year is 1959 and the place is 
the Belgian Congo. Nathan, a 
Baptist preacher, has come to 
spread the Word in a remote 
village reachable only by airplane. 
To say that he and his family are 
woefully unprepared would be an 
understatement this novel follows 
each member's fortunes across a 
span of more than 30 years.

King, Stephen The Shining



Knauss, Sibylle Eva's Cousin It is a portrait of the intimacy of 
Eva Braun's life with Hitler through 
the eyes of her twenty-year-old 
cousin and what compels the 
attention is the growing 
understanding of the nature of 
evil, of those who have set their 
faces against redemption. In the 
end it is innocence that becomes 
a crime against humanity, the 
innocence of those who do not 
begin to understand that they 
have sinned.

Koomson, Dorothy My Best Friends Girl Best friends Kamryn and Adele 
thought nothing could come 
between them - until Adele did the 
unthinkable and slept with 
Kamryn's fiance, Nate. Worse still, 
she got pregnant with his child. 
When Kamryn discovered the 
truth about their betrayal she 
vowed never to see any of them 
again. Two years later, Kamryn 
receives a letter from Adele 
asking her to visit her in hospital. 
Adele is dying and begs Kamryn 
to adopt her daughter, Tegan. 
With a great job and a hectic 
social life, the last thing Kamryn 
needs is a 5 yr old to disrupt 
things. But with no one else to 
take care of Tegan and Adele 
fading fast, does she have any 
other choice? 

Kowalski. William The Good Neighbour Neighbour" weaves together the 
tragic stories of two families, 
hauntingly linked by whispers 
across the centuries. When Colt 
and Francie Hart stumble upon an 
empty, 150-year-old house during 
a weekend drive in the country, 
each of them falls in love and 
wants to buy it - for entirely 
different reasons. Yet the more 
the Harts learn about the house, 
its history and its previous 
inhabitants, the more it drives 
them apart. Events that conspire 
to destroy their marriage could 
just as easily bring them together 
again, in this story of two people 
who, in looking for a place to call 
home, find themselves instead.



Khoury, Raymond The Last Templar 1291 AD, Acre as the city burns 
under the onslaught of the 
Sultan's men, the Falcon Temple 
sets sail, carrying a band of 
knights and a chest entrusted to 
them by the Order's Grand 
Master, but the ship vanishes. 
Present day New York, the Met 
Museum, four horsemen dressed 
as Knights Templar storm an 
exhibition of Vatican treasures 
and steal a medieval decoder. For 
FBI agent Reilly and archaeologist 
Chaykin, this is the start of a 
deadly game of cat and mouse as 
they race across continents in 
search of the killers and a 
centuries-old mystery...

Lahiri, Jhumpa The Namesake When her grandmother learned of 
Ashima's pregnancy, she was 
thrilled at the prospect of naming 
the family's first sahib. So Ashima 
and Ashoke have agreed to delay 
the decision of what to name the 
baby until a letter comes. But as 
time passes and still no letter 
arrives, his father decides to 
nickname him 'Gogol' -- after his 
favourite writer. Raised as an 
Indian in suburban America, 
Gogol Ganguli finds himself 
itching to cast off his awkward 
name, and the inherited values of 
his Bengali parents. So he sets off 
on his own path through life, a 
path strewn with conflicting 
loyalties, love and loss...

Lavesey. Phil When the Ashes Burn Local police thought George 
Picket was just a serial 
complainer, but as Chairman of 
the Chelmsford Allotment Society, 
the summer's run-in with a 
wayward group of youths has 
begun to reach ever more serious 
heights. Then one late October 
evening a single match lights a 
trail of suburban death and 
destruction, whose dreadful 
consequences reach far beyond 
the allotment plots. Reporter Jack 
Latimer follows Picket's case, 
unaware of the nightmare the 
Chairman's tale will unearth. A 
severed head, a bungled drugs 
deal and a dead hangman's 
grandson are just some of the 
elements Jack will encounter in 
reporting a story which threatens 
not only to destroy his career -- 
but his life too. 

Lennox, Esme The Vanishing Act



Set between the 1930s, & the 
present, is the story of Esme, a 
woman edited out of her family's 
history, & of the secrets that come 
to light when, 60 yrs later, she’s 
released from care, & a young 
woman, Iris, discovers the great 
aunt she never knew she had. An 
impassioned, intense, haunting 
family drama.

There aren't any textbooks on 
armed robbery. The only way to 
learn is through experience & 
small-time crooks Frank & Stick 
are determined to do as much 
learning on the job as possible. In 
1970s' Detroit they embark on a 
crime spree, holding up liquor 
stores & supermarkets. They 
invent their 'Ten Golden Rules For 
Successful Armed Robbery' & for 
a short time the cash is rolling in. 
But then they bend their own 
rules, & it looks like trouble is 
heading their way.

Le Carre, John Smileys People The phone call that dragged 
George Smiley, acting Chief of the 
Circus, from his bed was a plea to 
return to active service. But only 
to bury the case, not to solve it. 
An old acquaintance shot dead on 
Hampstead Heath, an old woman 
in Paris promised the return of a 
daughter she’ll never see, a 
photograph taken in a Hamburg 
brothel - & George Smiley is 
called out of retirement

Lewis, Matthew Gregory The Monk The Monk recounts the diabolical 
decline of Ambrosio, a Capuchin 
superior, who succumbs first to 
temptations offered by a young 
girl who has entered his 
monastery disguised as a boy, 
and continues his descent with 
increasingly depraved acts of 
sorcery, murder, incest and 
torture. Combining sensationalism 
with psychological insight, this 
masterpiece of Gothic fiction is a 
powerful exploration of how 
violent and erotic impulses can 
break through the barriers of 
social and moral restraint.

Leonard, Elmore Swag



Lewis, Roy The Nightwalker (LARGE 
PRINT)

Lawyer Eric Ward has agreed to 
represent the interests of a protest 
group campaigning against a local 
industrial waste disposal site, but 
an explosion at the plant leaves 
his client dead. Joe Paulsons after-
hours activities raiding the 
dustbins of the great and good, 
from politicians to high-flying 
businessmen, meant he was 
despised by many for the secrets 
he held. But who feared the 
nightwalker enough to kill him?

Lewycka, Marina A Short History of Tractors 
in Ukranian

For years, Nadezhda and Vera, 
two Ukrainian sisters, raised in 
England, have had as little as 
possible to do with each other. But 
now they need to get along, as 
since their mother's death their  
father has been sliding into a 
second childhood, and a new 
woman has entered his life. 
Valentina, a bosomy blonde from 
the Ukraine,  thinks their father's 
richer than he is, and she's keen 
to relieve him of it. If Nadazhda 
and Vera don't stop her, no one 
will. As Valentina turns the family 
house upside down, secrets come 
out, including one that explains 
why Nadazhda and Vera are so 
different. 

Searching through a little-used 
cupboard at home, Glyn Peters 
chances upon a photograph he 
has never seen before. It shows 
his wife holding hands with 
another man. As Glyn begins to 
search for answers, he & those 
around him, find the certainties of 
the past & present slip away.

London, Jack White Fang Born in the wilds of the freezing 
Yukon, the wolf-cub White Fang 
soon learns the harsh laws of 
nature, growing fiercer & more 
independent in his struggle to 
survive. Yet buried deep inside 
him are distant memories of 
affection & love - can he learn to 
trust man again?

Lodge, David Changing Places: A Tale of 
Two Campuses

The plate-glass, concrete jungle 
of Euphoria State University, 
USA, and the damp red-brick 
University of Rummidge have an 
annual exchange scheme. 
Normally the exchange passes 
without comment. But when Philip 
Swallow swaps with Professor 
Zapp the fates play a hand.

Lively, Penelope The Photograph



Lott, Tim Fearless The smartly painted exterior of the 
City Community Faith School 
hides a disturbing secret. Behind 
its walls, one thousand girls are 
forced to labour in the city's 
laundry, separated from their 
families & deprived of their 
freedom. One of these girls is 
Little Fearless, a courageous spirit 
who never gives up hope that one 
day they will be rescued. Unafraid 
of the punishment she will face, 
Little Fearless escapes the 
institute to tell her story to the 
world. But why does nobody 
believe she's telling the truth?

Maconie, Stuart Pies & Prejudice Northerner in exile, Stuart 
Maconie goes on a journey in 
search of the North, attempting to 
discover where the cliches end & 
the truth begins. He travels from 
Wigan Pier to Blackpool Tower & 
Newcastle's Bigg Market to the 
Lake District to find his own 
Northern Soul, encountering along 
the way an exotic cast of chippy 
Scousers, pie-eating woollybacks, 
topless Geordies, mad-for-it 
Mancs, Yorkshire nationalists & 
brothers in southern exile.

Macdonald, Kyle One Red Paperclip Kyle wanted his own house but he 
didn't have any money. Thinking 
back to his childhood he 
remembered the game 'Bigger & 
Better', a way of trading your old 
stuff to get bigger & better new 
stuff. Legend had it, some people 
managed to trade an old biro for a 
new car! So then why not try 
trading up to a house? & then he 
saw it. One red paperclip, sitting 
on his desk, holding his CV 
together, ready to help him find 
the job that would eventually get 
him a house. But that didn't sound 
nearly as much fun as trading. So 
he wrote an internet ad hoping to 
trade one red paperclip. Suddenly 
his inbox was full of responses.. 
Did he get the house? You'll have 
to read his story………

Maguire, Gregory Wicked A rich re-creation of the land of 
Oz, this book retells the story of 
Elphaba, the Wicked Witch of the 
West, who wasn't so wicked after 
all. Taking readers past the yellow 
brick road & into a world full of 
imagination. Gregory Maguire just 
might change the reputation of 
one of the most sinister 
characters in literature.



Martel, Yan Life of Pi Those with great faith often 
receive enormous trials to test 
their faith. That's exactly what 
happens to Piscine Molitor Patel. 
As a lad, he finds himself 
inextricably drawn into practicing 
the Christian, Hindu and Moslem 
religions at the same time in his 
native India. While his practices 
annoy his religious advisors and 
puzzle his parents, Pi finds 
himself content in his continuing 
appreciation of God. Life is always 
interesting for him, too, as he 
helps out with the family zoo. 
From observing the animals, he 
finds out a lot about how animals 
relate to one another and to 
people. Ultimately, the book asks 
the questions, "What is our 
responsibility to God . . . to one 
another . . . and to ourselves?

McBain, J Murray (Editor) The Book of 1000 Poems: 
The Classic Collection for 
Children 

The Book of 1000 Poems is one 
of the most popular children's 
poetry anthologies ever published. 
First published over forty years 
ago by Evans Bros, this wonderful 
collection has remained in print 
ever since, and is particularly 
popular in schools. Reissued now 
with an eye-catching and vibrant 
cover, this new-look edition will 
appeal to readers both young and 
old.

McCarthy, Cormac The Road "The Road" boldly imagines a 
future in which no hope remains, 
but in which two people, 'each the 
other's world entire', are sustained 
by love. Awesome in the totality of 
its vision, it is an unflinching 
meditation on the worst & the best 
that we are capable of: ultimate 
destructiveness, desperate 
tenacity, & the tenderness that 
keeps two people alive in the face 
of total devastation.

Richard Matheson I Am Legend Robert Neville is the last living 
man on earth ... but he is not 
alone. Every other man, woman 
and child on the planet has 
become a vampire, and they are 
all hungry for Neville's blood. By 
day he is the hunter, stalking the 
sleeping undead through the 
abandoned ruins of civilization. By 
night, he barricades himself in his 
home and prays for the dawn. 
How long can one man survive 
like this?



McCall Smith, Alexander The Girl who Married a Lion The Ndebele people of 
Matabeleland, Zimbabwe, from 
whom these stories originate, are 
renowned as the proud 
descendants of the Zulu nation. 
They are also the possessors of a 
language rich in beauty and 
musicality. From animal fables to 
mysterious forces residing in the 
landscape, this collection 
demonstrates the wealth and 
variety of African folk tales and 
the particular magic of Africa's 
spiritual roots: a sense of unity 
with the environment. Simple, 
surprising, cruel and humorous, 
these beautifully rendered tales 
remain as fresh and vital as the 
original African idiom.

McCall Smith, Alexander The No.1 Ladies Detective 
Agency

Wayward daughters, missing 
husbands, philandering partners, 
curious conmen. If you've got a 
problem, and no one else can 
help you, then pay a visit to 
Precious Ramotswe, Botswana's 
only - and finest - female private 
detective. Her methods may not 
be conventional, and her manner 
not exactly Miss Marple, but she's 
got warmth, wit and canny intuition 
on her side. And Precious is going 
to need them all as she sets out 
on the trail of a missing child, a 
case that tumbles our heroine into 
a hotbed of strange situations and 
more than a little danger. 

A death-defying soldier-poet in the 
age of the musketeers, Cyrano's 
duelling skills were unparalleled, & 
his wit was every bit as keen as 
his sword's edge. He employed 
his sharp tongue & satirical pen in 
continued criticism of church & 
state, brave & independent 
thinking that was years ahead of 
its time but which meant that his 
life was in constant danger. Part 
murder mystery, part literary 
detective story, Addyman 
presents a fascinating insight into 
the heroically courageous, 
sparklingly witty & unfailingly good-
humoured man behind the legend.

McCaughrean, Geraldine Cyrano



McCaughrean, Geraldine Peter Pan in Scarlet Neverland is calling 
again...Something is wrong in 
Neverland. Dreams are leaking 
out-strangely real dreams, of 
pirates and mermaids, of warpaint 
and crocodiles. For Wendy and 
the Lost Boys it is a clear signal-
Peter Pan needs their help, and 
so it is time to do the unthinkable 
and fly to Neverland again. But 
back in Neverland, everything has 
changed-and the dangers they 
find there are far beyond their 
dreams..

McEwan, Ian Saturday Henry Perowne is a contented 
man - a successful neurosurgeon, 
devoted husband and proud father 
of two grown-up children. 
Unusually, he wakes before dawn, 
filled with a growing unease. What 
troubles him is the state of the 
world and a fear that his city and 
his happy family life are under 
threat. Later he walks through 
London streets filled with 
thousands of anti-war protestors. 
A minor car accident brings him 
into confrontation with Baxter, an 
aggressive young man. To 
Perowne's professional eye, there 
appears to be something 
profoundly wrong with him. At the 
end of the day Perowne's family 
gathers for a reunion but with the 
sudden appearance of Baxter, 
Perowne's earlier fears seem 
about to be realised.

The tale of a remarkable 
motorbike journey by Ewan 
McGregor (one of Britain’s most 
successful actors) and Charley 
Boorman (son of director John 
Boorman) McGregor, was gazing 
at a world map when it occurred to 
him that it was possible to ride by 
bike all the way round the world 
and he suggested to his best 
friend Charley, that they might 
chase their shadows from London 
to New York, across the Pacific to 
Alaska and other far-flung parts. 
Catastrophe matches the 
adventure at every turn, and 
encounters with gun-toting 
Ukrainians, Mongolian Nomads 
and ruthless paparazzi add to the 
stress levels. But the 20,000 miles 
covered by the pair, however 
arduous for them, makes for a 
highly diverting experience for the 
reader. 

McEwan, Ian Atonement

McGregor, Ewan Long Way Round



On the hottest day of the summer 
of 1934, 13yr-old Briony Tallis 
sees her sister Cecilia strip off & 
plunge into the fountain in the 
garden of their country house. 
Watching her is Robbie Turner, 
her childhood friend who, like 
Cecilia, has recently come down 
from Cambridge. By the end of 
that day, the lives of all three will 
have been changed for ever. 
Robbie & Cecilia will have 
crossed a boundary, & will have 
become victims of the younger 
girl's imagination. Briony will have 
witnessed mysteries, & committed 
a crime for which she will spend 
the rest of her life trying to atone.

Meek. James The Peoples Act of Love In 1919 Siberia, in the outer 
reaches of a country recently torn 
apart by civil war, lives a small 
Christian sect and its enigmatic 
leader, Balashov. Stationed in 
their midst is a company of Czech 
soldiers, on the losing side of the 
recent conflict and desperate to 
get home. Into this isolated 
community trudges Samarin, an 
escapee from Russia's 
northernmost prison. His arrival 
intrigues many of the locals, 
including Anna Petrovna, a 
beautiful young war widow, but 
when the local shaman is found 
dead, suspicion and terror engulf 
the little town...

A rich re-creation of the land of 
Oz, this book retells the story of 
Elphaba, the Wicked Witch of the 
West, who wasn't so wicked after 
all. Taking readers past the yellow 
brick road & into a world full of 
imagination. Gregory Maguire just 
might change the reputation of 
one of the most sinister 
characters in literature.

Maguire, Gregory Wicked

Mercier, Pascal Night Train to Lisbon



Raimund Gregorious is a 
predictable character, a bookish 
Latin professor. One stormy 
morning, he encounters a 
beautiful, distraught Portuguese 
woman in a red leather coat. All of 
a sudden, nothing in his life feels 
right. His restlessness is fuelled 
further when he finds a book by 
Amadeo de Prado. The womans 
appearance & Prado's prescient 
words, all seem to tell him that he 
must leave everything behind. So, 
the next morning, he boards the 
night train to Lisbon on a restless 
journey across Europe & deep 
within himself in the hope of 
discovering somewhere, 
someone, who makes him feel 
alive & connected to himself & the 
world once more. 

McMahon, Katharine The Rose of Sebastopol Russia, 1854: the Crimean War 
grinds on, & the battlefield 
hospitals fill with dying men. Rosa 
Barr travels to Balaklava, to save 
as many of the wounded as she 
can. For Rosa's cousin, Mariella 
the war is contained in the letters 
she receives from Henry, her 
fiance, who volunteered to serve. 
When Henry falls ill Mariella 
decides she must go to him. But 
upon their arrival they discover 
that Rosa has disappeared. 
Following the trail of her elusive 
cousin, Mariella's ordered world 
begins to crumble & she finds she 
has much to learn about secrecy, 
faithfulness & love.

Behind a villa in the heart of 
Tuscany lies a Renaissance 
garden of enchanting beauty. Its 
grottoes, pagan statues & 
classical inscriptions seem to 
have a secret life of their own -- & 
a secret message, too, for those 
with eyes to read it. Adam 
Strickland is just such a person, in 
1958, he finds the Docci family, 
who have some dark skeletons 
hidden away which Adam finds 
himself compelled to investigate. 
Before this mysterious & beautiful 
summer ends, Adam will uncover 
two stories of love, revenge & 
murder, separated by 400 yrs! is 
another tragedy about to be added 
to the villa's cursed past?

Mills, Mark The Savage Garden



Mills, Magnus Three to See the King I live in a house built entirely from 
tin. For a long while I was quite 
content here, and remained 
convinced I would find no better 
place to be. Then one day a 
woman arrived at my door and 
said, "So this is where you've 
been hiding."Living in a tin shack, 
on a great plain, with only the wind 
for company: what could be 
better? But with Mary Petrie 
rapidly turning your house into a 
home, and the charismatic 
Michael Hawkins enticing your 
neighbours away, suddenly there 
are choices to be made. Should 
you stay? Or join the exodus?

Mistry, Rohinton A Fine Balance A novel set in India during the 
Emergency, by the author of 
"Such a Long Journey". In the tiny 
flat of the widowed Dina Dalal, two 
tailors and a young student 
struggle to put together a new life 
of sorts amid the crisis, and in the 
course of doing so encounter a 
vivid cast of characters. An often 
moving and emotional insight into 
the lives of India's street beggars 
and an excellent reminder of how 
deeply the caste system is 
embedded in this lost society.

It's a dank January in the 
Worcestershire village of Black 
Swan Green & 13 yr old Jason 
Taylor covert stammerer & 
reluctant poet anticipates a 
stultifying year in the deadest 
village on Earth. But Jason hasn't 
reckoned with a junta of bullies, 
simmering family discord, the 
Falklands War, an exotic Belgian 
emigre, a threatened gypsy 
invasion & the caprices of those 
mysterious entities known as girls. 
BLACK SWAN GREEN charts 
thirteen months in the black hole 
between childhood & 
adolescence.

Modern British Short Stories This anthology contains gems 
from thirty-four of Britain's 
outstanding contemporary writers. 
It includes stories of love & crime, 
stories touched with comedy & the 
supernatural, stories set in 
London, Los Angeles, Bucharest 
& Tokyo.

Mooney, Bel Like Mother Like Daughter

Mitchell, David Black Swan Green



Like mother, like daughter? 14 
superb stories explore the mother-
daughter relationship in a variety 
of different ways. Bel Mooney has 
chosen stories by the best 
contemporary writers from the UK 
& US. Heartwarming, funny, 
challenging & tragic, the stories in 
this collection reflect the 
complexity of the mother-daughter 
relationship. Some will make you 
laugh, others will make you cry. 
But whether you are a daughter or 
the mother of one, you will find 
much to recognise, think about & 
enjoy in them all.

Morpurgo, Michael Private Peaceful (LARGE 
PRINT)

Heroism or cowardice? A stunning 
story of the First World War from 
a master storyteller. Told in the 
voice of a young soldier, the story 
follows 24 hours in his life at the 
front during WW1, and captures 
his memories as he looks back 
over his life. Full of stunningly 
researched detail and engrossing 
atmosphere, the book leads to a 
dramatic and moving conclusion. 
Both a love story and a deeply 
moving account of the horrors of 
the First World War, this book will 
reach everyone from 9 to 90.

Morpurgo, Michael Alone on a Wide Wide Sea When six-year-old orphan Arthur 
Hobhouse is shipped to Australia 
after WWII he loses his sister, his 
country and everything he knows. 
Overcoming enormous hardships 
with fellow orphan Marty, Arthur is 
finally saved by the extraordinary 
people he meets and by his talent 
for boat-design and sailing. Now 
he has built a special boat for his 
daughter Allie - a solo yacht 
designed to carry her to England 
in search of his long-lost sister. 
Will the threads of Arthur's life 
finally come together?



Morpurgo, Michael The Marble Crusher This title presents three brilliant 
stories for young readers by a 
much-loved, award winning 
author. In "The Marble Crusher", 
does Mr. Manners, the 
headmaster, really have a 
machine that crushes marbles? 
Albert thinks so. In "Colly's Barn", 
Colly the owl & Screecher the 
swallow band together to save the 
barn. In "Conker", Nick beats the 
bully, Stevie Rooster, & becomes 
Conker king. But can he rescue a 
mistreated dog while searching for 
the best conker?

Morrison, Toni The Bluest Eye The chronicle of the tragic lives of 
a poor black family in 1940s 
America. Every night Pecola, 
unlovely and unloved, prays for 
blue eyes like those of her white 
schoolfellows. She becomes the 
focus of the mingled love and 
hatred engendered by her family's 
frailty and the world's cruelty.

Mosse, Kate Labyrinth When Dr Alice Tanner discovers 
two skeletons during an 
archaeological dig in southern 
France, she unearths a link with 
an horrific past and there's an 
overwhelming sense of evil in the 
tomb that she finds hard to shake 
off. Puzzled by the words carved 
inside the chamber, Alice has an 
uneasy feeling that she's 
disturbed something which was 
meant to remain hidden... Eight 
hundred years ago, on the night 
before a brutal civil war ripped 
apart Languedoc, a book was 
entrusted to Alais, a young 
herbalist and healer. Although she 
can't understand the symbols and 
diagrams the book contains, she 
knows her destiny lies in 
protecting their secret, at all costs. 
Skilfully blending the lives of two 
women divided by centuries but 
united by a common destiny, 

Murphy, Jill The Worst Witch



Loveable, clumsy Mildred Hubble 
is the worst witch at Miss Cackle's 
Academy for Witches. Together 
with her best friends, Maud & 
Enid, & her beloved cat, Tabby, 
Mildred is determined to become 
a better witch & please her form 
teacher, the formidable Miss 
Hardbroom. But trouble just 
seems to follow her around & with 
arch enemy Ethel Hallow always 
ready to spoil things, Mildred finds 
herself in one scrape after 
another. Get to know Mildred from 
her very first day at Miss Cackle's 
Academy.

When he hears her favourite 
Beatles song, Toru Watanabe 
recalls his first love Naoko, the 
girlfriend of his best friend Kizuki. 
Immediately he is transported 
back almost twenty years to his 
student days in Tokyo, adrift in a 
world of uneasy friendships, 
casual sex, passion, loss & desire 
- to a time when an impetuous 
young woman called Midori 
marches into his life & he has to 
choose between the future & the 
past.

An airliner explodes over the 
Atlantic leaving 345 people dead. 
Crash investigators suspect 
terrorism, but they're getting 
nowhere. A distressed 12 yr old 
calls a police hotline & blames his 
father for the explosion. It could 
be a breakthrough, but there's no 
hard evidence. Only CHERUB 
agents can unearth the truth. 
They're trained professionals with 
one essential advantage: adults 
never suspect that children are 
spying on them. 

Murakami, Haruki Norwegian Wood

Muchamore, Robert The Sleepwalker



Murr, Naeem The Perfect Man Rajiv Travers, the child of an 
Indian mother and English father, 
is abandoned first to relatives in 
London and later to the care of his 
uncle’s mistress, Ruth Winters, a 
remote figure who writes romance 
novels in which beautiful women 
find the perfect man. The small 
American town where Ruth lives 
turns out to be as exotic to Rajiv 
as he is to its decidedly imperfect 
inhabitants. Though ever an 
outsider, hated by some, Rajiv is 
befriended by four children. As 
these children grow older, their 
relationships intensify, 
complicated not only by desire, 
but also by the personal failings-
and secrets-of the adults around 
them.

Neruda, Pablo Poetry

When Janie, at 16, is caught 
kissing shiftless Johnny Taylor, 
her grandmother swiftly marries 
her off to an old man with sixty 
acres. Refusing to compromise in 
spite of society's expectations, 
Janie endures two stifling 
marriages before meeting the man 
of her dreams, who offers not 
diamonds, but a packet of 
flowering seeds...

"Suite Francaise" falls into two 
parts. The first is a brilliant 
depiction of a group of Parisians 
as they flee the Nazi invasion & 
make their way through the chaos 
of France; the second follows the 
inhabitants of a small rural 
community under occupation who 
find themselves thrown together in 
ways they never expected. A 
novel that teems with wonderful 
characters, each more vivid than 
the next. 

Nicholson, William The Windsinger In the Walled City of Aramanth, 
exams are everything. When 
Kestrel Hath dares to rebel, the 
Chief Examiner humiliates her 
father and sentences the whole 
family to the harshest punishment. 
Desparate to save them, Kestrel 
learns the secret of the Wind 
Singer, and she and her twin 
brother, Bowman, set out on a 
terrifying journey to the true 
source of evil that grips Aramanth. 

Neale Hurston, Zora Their Eyes Were Watching 
God

Nemirovsky, Irene Suite Francaise



Nicholls, Sally Ways to Live Forever My name is Sam. I’m 11 yrs old. I 
collect stories & fantastic facts. By 
the time you read this, I’ll probably 
be dead. Sam loves facts & 
because he has leukaemia he 
wants to know the facts about 
dying. Sam needs answers to the 
questions nobody will answer. 
Funny & honest, it’s one of the 
most powerful & uplifting books 
you’ll ever read.

Niffenegger, Audrey The Time - Travellers Wife This is the story of Henry and 
Claire, who have known each 
other since Claire was six and 
Henry was 36, and were married 
when Claire was 20 and Henry 28. 
This is possible only because 
Henry is one of the first people 
diagnosed with chrono-
displacement-disorder - allowing 
him to travel in time.

Nix, Garth Lirael Lirael has never felt like a true 
daughter of the Clayr. Abandoned 
by her mother and ignorant of her 
father's identity, Lirael resembles 
no one else in her large, extended 
family living in the Clayr's Glacier. 
She doesn't even have the Sight -- 
the ability to See into the present 
and possible futures -- that is the 
very birthright of the Clayr. 
Nonetheless, it is Lirael in whose 
hands the fate of the Old Kingdom 
lies. she must undertake a 
desperate mission under the 
growing shadow of an ancient evil. 
With only her faithful companion, 
the Disreputable Dog, to help her, 
Lirael must find the courage to 
seek her own hidden destiny.



Noor, Queen Leap of Faith Born into a distinguished Arab-
American family, Lisa Halaby was 
an independent young woman. 
After studying architecture, her 
work on projects in the Middle 
East gave her a profound 
understanding of the links 
between the environment and 
social problems, and also of the 
tumultuous history of the Arab 
nations. Then, in 1974 her father 
introduced her to the world's most 
eligible bachelor, King Hussein of 
Jordan. After a whirlwind 
romance, she became Queen of 
Jordan. With eloquence and 
honesty, Queen Noor speaks of 
the obstacles she faced as a 
young bride and her struggle to 
create a role for herself as a 
humanitarian activist and her 
support for King Hussein's 
campaign to bring peace to the 
Arab nations. Above all this is a 
love story - of a truly remarkable 
woman and the man she married.

O'Flynn, Catherine What Was Lost It’s the 80s, & Kate Meaney is a 
serious-minded girl. She notes 
goings-on at the Green Oaks 
shopping centre & in her street 
particularly the newsagent's where 
she’s friends with the owner's son 
Adrian. When she disappears, 
Adrian falls under suspicion & is 
hounded by the press. It's 2004 & 
Lisa strikes up a friendship with 
Green Oaks security guard Kurt & 
following CCTV glimpses of Kate, 
they become entranced by the lost 
girl & her connections with the 
strange history of Green Oaks 
itself.



Parsons, Tony Stories we could tell It's 16th August 1977 - the day 
Elvis dies - Terry is back from 
Berlin, enjoying his friendship with 
legendary rock star Dag Wood. 
But when Dag arrives in London 
he sets his sights on a mysterious 
young photographer called Misty, 
the girl that Terry loves. Ray is the 
only writer on the music weekly 
"The Paper" who refuses to cut 
his hair and stop wearing flares. 
On the eve of being sacked, Ray 
finds comfort in the arms of an 
older woman called Mrs Brown. 
But John Lennon is in town for just 
one night and Ray believes that if 
he can interview the reclusive 
Beatle, he can save his job. Leon 
is on the run from a gang called 
the Dagenham Dogs who have 
taken exception to one of his 
bitchy reviews. Hiding out in a 
disco called The Goldmine, Leon 
meets Ruby - the dancing queen 
of his dreams.Tony Parsons goes 
back to his roots for this deeply 
personal book - the story he has 
been waiting to tell.

Jess Aarons wants to be the 
fastest boy in the class but when a 
girl named Leslie Burke moves 
into the neighbouring farm his life 
changes forever. Not only does 
Leslie not look or act like any of 
the girls in school, she also turns 
out to be the fastest runner in the 
year. After getting over the 
humiliation of being beaten by a 
girl, Jess begins to think Leslie 
might be okay - she's clever & 
funny & not a bit soppy. It’s Leslie 
who invents Terabithia, the secret 
country on an island across the 
creek. Here Jess could forget his 
large, quarrelsome family. Here 
he could be strong & unafraid. 
The only way to reach Terabithia 
is by rope-swing where Jess & 
Leslie become King & Queen, 
until tragedy strikes.

Paterson, Katherine Bridge to Terabithia



Peace, David Nineteen Seventy Four From the very first page of this 
novel, it soon becomes clear that 
something’s rotten in the state of 
Yorkshire: a young girl is missing. 
The Yorkshire Post's young, 
disillusioned crime correspondent, 
Edward Dunford, is assigned to 
the story, while juggling the recent 
death of his father and returning to 
his native Yorkshire after a brief, 
unsuccessful stint in Fleet Street. 
For  Dunford, it's just another 
story; the only intrigue is whether 
or not the girl will be found dead 
or alive before Christmas. That is, 
until the girl is discovered brutally 
murdered, face down in a ditch 
with a pair of swan's wings sewn 
into her back.

Peet, Mal Tamar Mal Peet's sensitive and gripping 
novel is well honoured by the 
2006 Carnegie Medal. A tale of 
love and betrayal, courage and 
human tragedy, the storyline dips 
backwards and forwards from 
wartime Holland and the grim 
events of the final freezing winter 
of the war to a young girl's 
awakening love in 1995.

It’s 1867, Canada: as winter 
tightens its grip on the isolated 
settlement of Dove River, a man 
is brutally murdered & a 17 yr old 
boy disappears. Tracks leaving 
the dead man's cabin head north 
towards the forest & the tundra 
beyond. In the wake of such 
violence, people are drawn to the 
township but do they want to solve 
the crime or exploit it? Adventure, 
suspense, revelation, humour & 
romance.

Penney, Stef The Tenderness of Wolves



Picoult, Jodi Salem Falls Jack St. Bride was once a 
beloved teacher and soccer coach 
at a girls' private school - until a 
student's crush sparked a powder 
keg of accusation and robbed him 
of his career and reputation. Now, 
after a devastatingly public ordeal 
that left him with an eight-month 
jail sentence and no job, Jack 
resolves to pick up the pieces of 
his life. He takes a job washing 
dishes at Addie Peabody's diner 
and slowly starts to form a 
relationship with her in the quiet 
New England village of Salem 
Falls. But just when Jack thinks 
he has outrun his past, a quartet 
of teenage girls with a secret turn 
his world upside down once again, 
triggering a modern-day witch 
hunt in a town haunted by its own 
history...

Pratchett, Terry The Colour of Magic The Colour of Magic is Terry 
Pratchett's maiden voyage 
through the bizarre land of 
Discworld. His entertaining and 
witty series has grown to more 
than 20 books, and this is where it 
all starts--with the tourist 
Twoflower and his hapless wizard 
guide, Rincewind ("All wizards get 
like that... it's the quicksilver 
fumes. Rots their brains. 
Mushrooms, too."). Pratchett 
spoofs fantasy clichés--and 
everything else he can think of--
while marshalling a profusion of 
characters through a madcap 
adventure.

Priest, Cristopher The Prestige A story spanning three 
generations of people, bound not 
only by blood, but by the 
inheritance of a terrible & deadly 
secret. The novel explores magic, 
the phenomenon of twins, the 
veracity of science, parallel worlds 
& the very essence of reality itself.

A collection of short stories 
inspired by the harsh & 
unforgiving landscape of 
Wyoming, one of which inspired 
the film Brokeback Mountain. 
Throughout, Annie Proulx invests 
these stories with an intelligence 
& black humour that transforms 
them into something new & 
surprising. Inventive, 
compassionate & wildly funny, 
these marvellous stories explore 
the unbreakable bond between a 
people & their land.

Proulx, Annie Close Range



Pullman, Philip Northern Lights Lyra eavesdrops on a 
presentation by her uncle Lord 
Asriel to his colleagues in the 
Jordan College faculty, Oxford. 
The college, famed for its 
leadership in experimental 
theology, is funding Lord Asriel's 
research into the heretical 
possibility of the existence of 
worlds unlike Lyra's own, where 
everyone is born with a familiar 
animal companion, magic of a 
kind works, the Tartars are 
threatening to overrun Muscovy, 
and the Pope is a puritanical 
Protestant. Set in an England 
familiar and strange, Philip 
Pullman's lively, taut story is a 
must-read for fantasy lovers of all 
ages. 

Rai, Bali What's Your Problem "You get used to the abuse. It 
becomes part of your life, like 
catching the bus". Jaspal and his 
family move to a village and, as 
the only Asian teenager around, 
he has a difficult time. But the 
racist attacks get increasingly 
violent and this shocking story 
ends in tragedy.

Rathbone, Julian A Very English Agent 
(LARGE PRINT)

Dwarfish Charlie Boylan carries a 
loaded pistol into the House of 
Commons. A can of worms 
waiting to be opened, he was a 
police spy for nearly forty years. 
He wants a pension and what he 
knows will get it! Did he, between 
Waterloo and Wellington's funeral, 
cause the Peterloo riot to happen? 
Was it Charlie who fingered the 
Cato Street Conspirators? And at 
the opening of the Great 
Exhibition was it he who saved the 
Queen from being blown up? With 
dark undertones A Very English 
Agent drives a horse, well, a 
donkey and cart, through the early 
years of the nineteenth century in 
a rumbustious, funny, sexy, 
teeming novel, worthy of the times 
it describes.



Rathbone, Julian The Mutiny One May night, after thirty years 
of abuse, the East India 
Company's native soldiers rise up 
against their British officers. Thus 
begins the most savage episode 
in our imperial history. Caught up 
in the violence is Sophie 
Hardcastle, as she searches for 
her missing infant son, Sophie 
finds herself bearing witness to 
atrocities on both sides. Moving, 
sombre & thrilling, Rathbone's tale 
is told on a grand scale as 
exhilarating as any Victorian 
adventure story, & yet, with its 
unflinching examination of 
religious fanaticism & the horrors 
of war, THE MUTINY also carries 
a powerful message for the 
modern world.

Reah. Danuta Bleak Water Beyond the city centre 
developments, the old Sheffield 
canal is overgrown and deserted; 
signs of regeneration creep along 
its towpaths, including a small, 
innovative gallery sited in one of 
the warehouses. For Elisa Eliot, 
the curator, the chance to show 
artist Daniel Flynn's work at the 
gallery is a coup. But when a 
young woman's body is found in 
the canal, Flynn's nightmare 
images begin to spill out into the 
real world. Still affected by the 
murder of her friend's daughter 
years earlier, Eliza is drawn into 
the violence that seems to 
surround the gallery. Is this the 
work of a psychopath or is there a 
link between present horrors and 
the tragedy of years before?

Reichs, Kathy Bare Bones It's a summer of record-breaking 
heat in Charlotte, North Carolina 
and Dr Temperance Brennan is 
looking forward to her first 
vacation in years. She's almost 
out the door when the bones start 
appearing. First there's the 
newborn skeleton found in a wood 
stove. Most puzzling is a cache of 
bones unearthed in a remote 
corner of the county. Tempe must 
find the answers by teasing 
secrets from the bones - if only 
she can decipher them in time.



Reeve, Philip Mortal Engines Tom and Hester have been 
thrown together. Truly-thrown out 
of a city on wheels that's left them 
stranded and starving in the 
middle of nowhere while it hares 
off after its prey. Hester is 
desperate for revenge, and Tom 
is only desperate to get back on 
board his beloved London. This is 
a stunning literary debut from 
Philip Reeve. A novel that defies 
easy categorisation, it is a 
gripping adventure story set in an 
inspired fantasy world, where 
moving cities trawl the globe. 
Peopled with convincing and 
utterly likeable characters, this 
story is a magical and unique 
read.

Records the life of a young 
woman who assumed 16 
personalities, possibly due to 
abuse by her neurotic mother, & 
describes the events & outcome 
of her eleven years in 
psychoanalysis.

Rhys, Jean Wide Sargasso Sea Antoinette Cosway is a Creole 
heiress - product of an inbred, 
decadent, expatriate community - 
a sensitive girl at once beguiled 
and repelled by the lush Jamaican 
landscape. Soon after her 
marriage to Rochester rumours of 
madness in the Cosway family 
poison Rochester's mind against 
her.

Robotham, Michael Lost Vincent's lucky to be alive, he’s 
found clinging to a buoy in the 
Thames, losing consciousness 
fast. It takes 6 days for him to 
come out of his coma, when he 
does, his nightmare's just 
beginning, because Vincent has 
no memory of what happened, 
and nobody believes him. A mile 
from his body, a boat was found 
covered in blood - Vincent's and 3 
others. Forensics say at least 1 of 
them must be dead. Vincent, a 
detective had signed his pistol out 
of the station armoury, despite 
being on leave. Many murder 
suspects fake amnesia, and the 
investigating team aren’t sure this 
case is any different...The only 
clue is a picture in his pocket, a 
photograph of a young girl who 
disappeared three years ago. 

Rheta Schreiber Sybil



Rosoff, Meg How I Live Now Daisy is sent from New York to 
England to spend a summer with 
cousins she's never met. They are 
Isaac, Edmond, Osbert and Piper, 
and two dogs and a goat. She's 
never met anyone quite like them 
before and, as a dreamy English 
summer progresses, Daisy finds 
herself caught in a timeless 
bubble. It seems like the perfect 
summer. But their lives are about 
to explode. Falling in love is just 
the start of it. War breaks out - a 
war none of them understands, or 
really cares about, until it lands on 
their doorstep. The family is 
separated. The perfect summer is 
blown apart. Daisy's life is 
changed forever - and the world is 
too.

Rowling, J.K. Harry Potter & the 
Philosophers Stone

Harry Potter is an ordinary boy 
who lives in a cupboard under the 
stairs at his Aunt Petunia and 
Uncle Vernon's house, which he 
thinks is normal for someone like 
him whose parents have been 
killed in a "car crash". He is 
rescued into a world where magic 
lessons are the order of the day.

Roy, Arundhati The God of Small Things The God of Small Things is 
basically the story of young twins 
Rahel and Estha and the rest of 
their family, but the book feels like 
a million stories spinning out 
indefinitely. It's at once exotic and 
familiar to the Western reader, 
written in an English that's 
completely new and invigorated by 
the Asian Indian influences of 
culture and language.

Ruiz Zafon, Carlos The Shadow of the Wind In the old city of Barcelona is a 
labyrinthine library of forgotten 
titles that have long gone out of 
print. To this library, a man brings 
his 10-yr-old son Daniel. Daniel is 
allowed to choose one book from 
the shelves and pulls out one by 
Julian Carax. As he grows up, 
several people seem very 
interested in his find. Then, one 
night, as he's wandering the old 
streets, Daniel is approached by a 
figure who reminds him of a 
character from the book. This man 
is tracking down every last copy of 
Carax's work in order to burn 
them..........  A page-turning 
exploration of obsession in 
literature and love, and the places 
that obsession can lead.

Russell, Willy The Wrong Boy



The Dewsbury Desperadoes are 
on their way to Pontefract for a gig 
at the Allied Butchers' & 
Architects' Club. The Girl with the 
Chestnut Eyes is on her way to 
somewhere. & Raymond is 
heading for Gulag Grimshy. 
Raymond Marks is a normal boy, 
from a normal family, in a normal 
northern town. Until, on the banks 
of the Rochdale Canal, the 
Flytrapping craze begins &, for 
Raymond & his mam, nothing is 
ever quite so normal again. 

Israel Armstrong is an intelligent, 
shy, passionate, sensitive sort of 
soul: he's Jewish; he's a 
vegetarian; he could do with 
losing a little weight & he's just 
arrived in Ireland to take up his 
first post as a librarian. But the 
library's been shut down & Israel 
ends up driving an old mobile 
library. There's nice scenery, but 
15,000 fewer books than there 
should be. Who on earth steals 
that many books? Israel wants 
answers...

What happens when Tertuliano 
Afonso, professor of history, 
discovers that there’s a man living 
in the same city who is identical to 
him on every physical detail, but 
not related by blood at all & what 
happens when each of these men 
attempt to investigate each other's 
lives? How do we know who we 
are? What do we mean by 
identity? What defines us as 
individual, unique people? Could 
we ever come to terms with the 
existence of another person with 
our voice, our features, our 
everything, down to the smallest 
distinguishing mark? Could we 
change places with our double 
without those closest to us 
noticing? 

Saramago, Jose The Double

Sebold, Alice The Almost Moon

Sansom, Ian The Case of the Missing 
Books



Clair Knightly & her daughter 
Helen are locked in a relationship 
so unrelenting that it has sucked 
the air out of both of their lives. & 
as this electrifying novel opens, 
Helen crosses a boundary she 
never dreamt she would even 
approach. But while her act is 
almost unconscious, it also seems 
like the fulfillment of a lifetime's 
buried desire. Over the next 24 
hours, Helen's life rushes in at her 
as she confronts the choices that 
have brought her to this 
crossroads

Serraillier, Ian The Silver Sword Alone and fending for themselves 
in a Poland devastated by World 
War Two, Jan and his three 
homeless friends cling to the 
silver sword as a symbol of hope. 
As they travel through Europe 
towards Switzerland, where they 
believe they will be reunited with 
their parents, they encounter 
many hardships and dangers. 
This extraordinarily moving 
account of an epic journey gives a 
remarkable insight into the reality 
of life in war-torn Europe.

Seth, Vikram An Equal Music (LARGE 
PRINT)

Can Michael recapture the magic 
of the past? A story of love and 
music and their complex interplay.

Setterfield, Diane The Thirteenth Tale Angelfield House stands 
abandoned and forgotten. It was 
once home to the March family. 
But Angelfield hides a chilling 
secret which strikes at the very 
heart of each of them, tearing their 
lives apart. Now Margaret Lea is 
investigating Angelfield's past - 
and the mystery of the March 
family starts to unravel. What has 
Angelfield been hiding? What is 
its connection with the enigmatic 
writer Vida Winter? And what is 
the secret that strikes at the heart 
of Margaret's own, troubled life? 
As Margaret digs deeper, two 
parallel stories unfold, and the tale 
she uncovers sheds a disturbing 
light on her own life... 

Shan, Darren Cirque Du Freak When Darren "falls in love" with 
Madam Octa, an enormous 
taratula from a freak show, he 
decides to steal her and train her 
to perform amazing deeds. But 
the spider bites his best friend, 
Steve, and Darren is forced to sell 
his soul to an evil vampire for the 
antidote.



Shaw. Don The Hike Freddy, Phil, and Don are 3 
grumpy old men, travelling in the 
slow lane of retirement, unable to 
understand the modern world 
around them. Their chosen 
method of escape from it all is a 
weekly hike in the Peak District. 
They pass the time bumping into 
colourful and eccentric locals, but 
their real passion is bickering 
among themselves. Not only 
about the right path to take, but 
also about where they're all going 
at the fag end of life. Phil likes to 
dash up hills trying to beat his 
personal best, while Freddy plots 
how to sabotage him, teasing him 
at leisure and asking deep and 
difficult questions. Stuck in the 
middle, Don's only ambition is to 
stop the squabbling getting out of 
hand long enough to find a nice 
pub for lunch. 

Shelden, Dyan Confessions of a Teenage 
Drama Queen

 Lola believes she was born under 
a spotlight and the world's waiting 
to welcome her onto the centre 
stage of life. When she's dragged 
away from New York to New 
Jersey by her mother, her new 
school doesn't seem to 
understand her. Her friend Ella is 
a kindred spirit, but Ella's parents 
disapprove of Lola's upbringing. 
When she challenges the school's 
most popular girl Carla for the 
lead role in the school play, it 
becomes very clear there's room 
for only one drama queen--which 
one will win?

Shields, Carol The Stone Diaries The Stone Diaries is the story of 
one woman's life, a truly sensuous 
novel which relects and 
illuminates the unsettled decades 
of our century. This is the story of 
Daisy Goodwill, from her birth on 
a kitchen floor in Manitoba, 
Canada, to her death in a Florida 
nursing home nearly ninety years 
later. Through Daisy's life, Shields 
reflects and illuminates the 
unsettled decades of our century 
in this rich and poignant novel.



Shriver, Lionel We Need to Talk About 
Kevin

This icily forensic, deeply 
disturbing story takes the form of 
letters from the mother of a 
brilliant, evil, teenage murderer to 
her husband, recounting her 
prison visits and remembering the 
circumstances of his upbringing

The title story in this classic 
collection tells of Smith, a defiant 
young rebel, inhabiting 
institutionalised Borstal. As his 
steady jog-trot rhythm transports 
him over an unrelenting, frost-
bitten earth, he wonders why, for 
whom & for what he is running. 
This title captured the grim 
isolation of the working class in 
the English Midlands when it was 
first published in 1960s. But 
Sillitoe's depiction of petty crime & 
deep-seated anger in industrial & 
desperate cities remains as potent 
today as it was almost half a 
century ago.

Simpson, Joe Touching the Void An account of the ascent of the 
21,000ft Siula Grande peak in the 
Peruvian Andes. Joe Simpson 
and his climbing partner, Simon 
Yates, had achieved the summit 
before the first disaster struck. 
What happened and how they 
dealt with the psychological 
traumas that resulted is the 
subject of this book. A tru life 
Catch 22 situation.

Silitoe, Alan The Loneliness of the Long 
Distance Runner

Shreve, Anita Light on Snow    Nicky and her father have moved 
to a remote village after an 
accident wiped out the rest of their 
family. Nickys father would like to 
live like a hermit, but one 
afternoon, a chance encounter - 
brings father and daughter 
unexpectedly together. United in 
their shock at finding a newborn 
baby wrapped in a bloody 
sleeping bag, they move heaven 
and earth to save her life. They 
get the infant to hospital, yet 
despite an outpouring of emotion, 
the pair soon start to fall back into 
their old ways until a pretty young 
woman comes knocking on their 
door and all three are forced to 
question their motives and look 
into each others hearts. 



Slater, Nigel Toast Toast is Nigel Slater's story of a 
childhood remembered through 
food. His mother was a chops-and-
peas sort of cook, exasperated by 
the highs and lows of a 
temperamental AGA, a finicky little 
son and the asthma that was to 
prove fatal. When Nigel's widowed 
father takes on a housekeeper 
with talent in the kitchen, the 
following years become a 
heartbreaking cooking contest for 
his father's affections. As he 
slowly loses the battle, Nigel finds 
a new outlet for his culinary 
talents, and we witness the birth 
of what was to become a lifelong 
passion for food.

A clandestine love affair is kindled 
during the dark days of the Nazi 
occupation of Prague; its 
consequences reverberate 
through the decades & across 
thousands of miles, with tragic 
results. This is a story about 
memory & concealed histories & 
about the way that the most 
fiercely-held secrets of the past 
eventually force their way to the 
surface. 

Slovo, Gillian Red Dust Red Dust follows Gillian Slovo's 
remarkable memoir Every Secret 
Thing. The novel tells the story of 
what happens to Smitsrivier, a 
small town in the Karroo when the 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission comes to visit. Sarah 
Barcant, a successful prosecutor 
now living in New York is 
summoned back to help her 
former mentor discover what 
happened to a young black 
activist, Steve Sizela.

Slovo, Gillian Ice Road Irina Davydovna is a cleaner. She 
has no time for politics or people: 
'rules and rulers may come and 
go, but dirt never changes.' Boris 
Aleksandrovich is a revolutionary. 
He thinks he understands power. 
But this is Leningrad in 1933 and 
Stalin is about to turn against their 
city. When the life of his beloved 
daughter Natasha is threatened 
and his old friend Anton saves a 
skinny little orphan he finds on a 
Moscow train, Boris' faith in his 
ideals are put to the test. While 
Irina, watching it all, must learn 
the power of loyalty and love.

Slouka, David The Visible World



Smith, Dodie I Capture the Castle This is the journal of Cassandra 
Mortmain; an extraordinary 
account of life with her 
extraordinary family. First, there is 
her eccentric father. Then there is 
her sister, Rose - beautiful, vain 
and bored - and her stepmother, 
Topaz, an artist's model who likes 
to commune with nature. Finally, 
there is Stephen, dazzlingly 
handsome and hopelessly in love 
with Cassandra. In the cold and 
crumbling castle which is their 
home, Cassandra records events 
with characteristic honesty, as she 
tries to come to terms with her 
own feelings. The result is both 
marvellously funny and genuinely 
moving.

Smith, Zadie On Beauty Set in New England mainly and 
London partly, "On Beauty" 
concerns a pair of feuding families 
- the Belseys and the Kipps - and 
a clutch of doomed affairs. It puts 
low morals among high ideals and 
asks some searching questions 
about what life does to love. For 
the Belseys and the Kipps, the 
confusions - both personal and 
political - of our uncertain age are 
about to be brought close to 
home: right to the heart of family.

Kitty Fane is the beautiful but 
shallow wife of Walter, a 
bacteriologist stationed in Hong 
Kong. Unsatisfied by her 
marriage, she starts an affair with 
Charles Townsend, a man whom 
she finds charming, attractive & 
exciting. But when Walter 
discovers her deception, he 
exacts a strange but terrible 
vengeance: Kitty must accompany 
him to his new posting in remote 
mainland China, where a cholera 
epidemic rages. A classic story of 
a woman's spiritual awakening.

Spinelli, Jerry Stargirl 'Stargirl' is a beautifully written 
story about nonconformity, and 
what happens when someone 
dares to be different. The 
mysterious Stargirl swings 
between popularity and 
widespread dislike, but she 
remains true to herself throughout. 
The story champions individuality 
and kindness, while showing the 
price it can often have. This is a 
fable about popularity, image, 
conformity and cruelty.

Somerset Maugham, W The Painted Veil



St Aubin de Teran, Lisa Otto This novel is based on a true story 
of a revolutionary who was 
advisor to Castro, friend of 
President Salvador Allende, and 
married to a woman who became 
one of the leaders of the Kurdish 
rebellion in Iran. There's a 
poignancy in his life, forever 
underlined by the leading roles 
thrown on him. Code-named Otto, 
he became an enemy of both the 
KGB and the CIA and all by 
chance, by a twist of fate, or by 
someone else's design. From the 
mountains of Venezuela, to the 
streets of Paris, from the heart of 
Cuba to rain-drenched London, 
this is a fabulous journey of the 
lives and loves of an astonishing 
man.

Steinbeck, John Cannery Row This is a portrait of people on the 
margin of society, dependent on 
one another for both physical and 
emotional survival. Written in 
1945, this book focuses on the 
acceptance of life as it is: both the 
exuberance of community and the 
loneliness of the individual.

Suskind, Patrick Perfume: the Story of a 
Murder

A murder was the start of his 
obsession. It was after that first 
crime that he knew he was a 
genius, that he understood his 
destiny. He, Jean-Baptiste 
Grenouille, the fishmonger's son, 
was to be the greatest perfumier 
of all time.

Swift, Graham The Light of Day The Light of Day is a bold, 
unconventional tale of love, 
murder and second chances. 
Over the course of a single day, 
we meet George and Sarah who 
are bound together and cruelly 
separated by a momentous act 
that has cut deeply into both their 
lives. Teasing out the magical in 
the ordinary, truth from deceit, 
The Light of Day is a timeless love 
story about how we can find the 
beautiful and enchanting in the 
most unlikely places.



Tallis, Frank Fatal Lies It’s Vienna, 1903. In St. Florian's 
military school, a young cadet is 
found dead his body lacerated 
with razor wounds. Inspector 
Rheinhardt calls on his friend & 
disciple of Freud, Dr Liebermann, 
to help him with the investigation. 
In the closed society of the 
school, power is everything & 
suspicion falls on an elite group of 
cadets, with a penchant for 
sadism & dangerous games. 
When it’s discovered that the 
dead boy was a frequent guest of 
the deputy headmaster's attractive 
young wife other motives for 
murder suggest themselves. A 
tangled web of relationships is 
uncovered, at the heart of which 
are St. Florian's dark secrets.

Tammet, Daniel Born on a Blue Day I was born on 31 Jan 1979 - a 
Wednesday. I know it was a 
Wednesday, because the date is 
blue in my mind and Wednesdays 
are always blue, like the number 
nine or the sound of loud voices 
arguing.' Daniel can perform 
extraordinary maths in his head, 
sees numbers as shapes, colours, 
textures and motions, and can 
learn to speak a language fluently 
in three days. If he gets stressed 
or unhappy he closes his eyes 
and counts. Daniel however is 
virtually unique amongst people 
who have severe autisitic 
disorders in being capable of 
living a fully-functioning, 
independent life. 

A faded coastal resort comes to 
life when Tory, recently divorced, 
begins a passionate affair with her 
neighbour Robert, the local 
doctor. Beth, Robert's wife & 
Tory's best friend, continues to 
churn out successful 
melodramatic novels, oblivious to 
the relationship developing next 
door. But daughter Prudence is 
aware, & appalled by Robert & 
Tory's treachery.

Taylor, Elizabeth A View of the Harbour



Taylor, Andrew The American Boy The American Boy is an 
enthralling tale that takes place in 
19th century London. Thomas 
Shield is a schoolmaster, who in 
the course of his duties, meets 
two boys: Charles and Edgar. 
Through them, Mr. Shields is 
introduced to London's high 
society and in particular, two 
wealthy banking families: the 
Frants and Carswells. Shield is 
immediately attracted to the 
striking Mrs. Frant and Miss 
Carswell. But two murders propel 
the story forward to its 
unexpected, terrifying conclusion. 

For ten years Louis Theroux has 
been making programmes about 
off-beat characters on the fringes 
of US society. Now he revisits 
America & the people who have 
most fascinated him to try to 
discover what motivates them, 
why they believe the things they 
believe, & find out what’s 
happened to them since he last 
saw them. Louis considers 
questions such as: What is the 
difference between pathology & 
'normal' weirdness? Is there 
something particularly weird about 
Americans? What does it mean to 
be weird, or 'to be yourself'? & do 
we choose our beliefs or do our 
beliefs choose us?

Thomas, Rosie White (LARGE PRINT) At the heart of this story set on the 
iron peaks of Everest and worked 
out against threats of weather and 
altitude, is the combative, 
passionate and ultimately tragic 
triangular relationship between 
two mountaineers, each driven by 
different demons but in love with 
Finch, the lovely young expedition 
doctor with her own history.

Theroux, Louis The Call of the Weird

Thompson, Flora Lark Rise to Candleford



A heartwarming portrayal of 
country life at the close of the 19th 
century. This story of three closely 
related Oxfordshire communities - 
a hamlet, the nearby village & a 
small market town - is based on 
the author's experiences during 
childhood & youth. It chronicles 
May Day celebrations & forgotten 
children's games, the daily lives of 
farmworkers & craftsmen, friends 
& relations - all painted with a 
gaiety & freshness of observation 
that make this trilogy an evocative 
& sensitive memorial to Victorian 
rural England.

Tomalin, Claire Samuel Pepys: the 
Unequalled Self (LARGE 
PRINT)

A full-scale biography of naval 
administrator Samuel Pepys, who 
was well-known for being the 
friend of the famous and powerful. 
This text, which draws on Pepys' 
own personal diary, covers his 
childhood and young adulthood. It 
moves through the famous diary 
years and beyond. While using 
the diary as a source, the author 
goes beyond its narrative to the 
inner man, at the same time 
revealing life as a young man in 
Restoration London. Explored 
within are Pepys' relations with 
women, his fears and ambitions, 
his political shifts and his agonies 
and delights.

Captain Gault has decided that his 
family must leave Lahardane. 
They are after all Protestants 
living in the big house in rural 
Cork, & the country is in turmoil. 
It’s 1921. But 8 yr old Lucy can't 
bear to leave so she hatches a 
plan. It is then that the calamity 
happens - an accident almost, but 
so vicious in its consequences 
that it blights the lives of the 
Gaults for years to come. 

Truss, Lynne Eats, Shoots and Leaves Everyone knows the basics of 
punctuation, surely? Aren't we all 
taught at school how to use full 
stops, commas and question 
marks? And yet we see ignorance 
and indifference everywhere. In 
Eats, Shoots & Leaves, Lynne 
Truss dares to say that, with our 
system of punctuation patently 
endangered, it is time to look at 
our commas and semicolons and 
see them for the wonderful and 
necessary things they are.

Trevor, William The Story of Lucy Gault



Tulloch, Jonathan Give Us This Day Tom Carey is a priest in crisis, 
God's good world has curdled and 
the Church is beset by scandal. 
He’s haunted by the face of a 
woman he once secretly loved. 
Abandoning his parish he buries 
himself in the post of Port 
Chaplain on a busy river, but finds 
himself caught up in the murky 
world of international people-
smuggling. The alluring but 
sinister Captain Cargo and his 
beleaguered Filipino crew seem 
intent on forcing him into a radical 
expression of his priesthood, but a 
chance encounter with the woman 
he has not seen for 30 yrs throws 
his vocation and faith into 
question. 

From the famous episodes of the 
whitewashed fence & the ordeal in 
the cave to the trial of Injun Joe, 
"The Adventures of Tom Sawyer" 
is redolent of life in the Mississippi 
River towns in which Twain spent 
his own youth. A sombre 
undercurrent flows through the 
high humour & unabashed 
nostalgia of the novel however, for 
beneath the innocence of 
childhood lie the inequities of adult 
reality - base emotions & 
superstitions, murder & revenge, 
starvation & slavery.

How does a man addicted to 
routine - a man who flosses his 
teeth before love-making - cope 
with the chaos of everyday life? 
With the loss of his son, the 
departure of his wife & the arrival 
of Muriel, a dog trainer from the 
Meow-Bow dog clinic, Macon's 
attempts at ordinary life are 
tragically & comically undone.

Tyler, Anne The Accidental Tourist

Twain, Mark Tom Sawyer



Tyler, Anne Digging to America Two Korean babies are delivered 
to two families with nothing in 
common. First there's the 
Donaldsons, taking delivery with 
characteristic American 
razzmatazz. Then there's the 
Yazdans, , receiving their little 
bundle with wondering discretion. 
Every year, on the anniversary of 
‘Arrival Day’ the two families 
celebrate together, with 
increasingly elaborately 
competitive parties.Full of  
hilarious moments and toe-curling 
misunderstandings, Digging to 
America is about insiders and 
outsiders, pride and prejudice, 
young love and unexpected old 
love, families and the impossibility 
of ever getting it right… 

Vickers, Salley Mr Golightly's Holiday Years ago Mr Golightly wrote a 
work of fiction which grew to be a 
best-seller but his reputation is on 
the decline and he finds himself 
out of touch with the modern 
world. He decides to take a 
holiday and comes to the ancient 
village of Great Calne, hoping to 
use the opportunity to bring his 
work up to date. But he finds that 
events take over his plans and the 
themes he's written on are being 
strangely replicated in the lives of 
the villagers he's staying among. 
As the drama unfolds we begin to 
learn the true identity of Mr 
Golightly and the nature of the 
secret sorrow which haunts. 

Vine, Barbara The Blood Doctor (LARGE 
PRINT)

Barbara Vine's novel is about 
blood - in its metaphysical sense 
as the conductor of an inherited 
title and in its physical sense as 
the transmitter of disease. The 
current Lord Nanther, 
experiencing the reform of the 
House of Lords, embarks on a 
biography of his great-
grandfather, the first Lord 
Nanther, favoured physician to 
Queen Victoria, expert on blood 
diseases and particularly the royal 
disease of haemophilia. What he 
uncovers begins to horrify him as 
he realizes that Nanther died a 
guilty man - carrying a horrific 
secret to the grave.



Walters, Minette Fox Evil (LARGE PRINT) When elderly Ailsa Lockyer-Fox is 
found dead in her garden, the 
finger of suspicion points at her 
wealthy, husband, Colonel James. 
A coroner's inquest gives a verdict 
of 'natural causes' but the gossip 
surrounding him refuses to go 
away. Why have James and Ailsa 
cut their children out of their wills? 
What happened in the past to 
create such animosity within the 
family? And why is James so 
desperate to find his illegitimate 
grandchild? 

Waterhouse, Keith Billy Liar When Keith Waterhouse’s comic 
novel Billy Liar was first published 
in 1959, rave reviews compared it 
to Kingsley Amis’ Lucky Jim, Colin 
MacInnes’s Absolute Beginners, 
Salinger’s Catcher in the Rye, and 
other youth cult novels. Billy Liar 
is a regional comedy about a 
youth who attempts to escape his 
dull family life through fantasy.

Waugh, Evelyn Decline & Fall After a wild, drunken party, Paul 
Pennyfeather is forced to leave 
Oxford & begin a new life out in 
the wide world. His experiences 
take him from a boys' private 
school in Wales, where he meets 
some rather strange people, to a 
life of luxury in a grand country 
house & the Ritz Hotel, & then to 
seven years' hard labour in prison. 
Where will it all end?The black 
humour of this story about English 
society in the 1920s is as fresh 
today as it was when the novel 
was first written.

Webb, Mary Precious Bane Born at the time of Waterloo in the 
wild country of Shropshire, 
Prudence Sarn is a wild, 
passionate girl, cursed with a hare 
lip - her 'precious bane'. Cursed 
for it, too, by the superstitious 
people amongst whom she lives. 
Prue loves two things: the remote 
countryside of her birth and, 
hopelessly, Kester Woodseaves, 
the weaver. The tale of how 
Woodseaves gradually discerns 
Prue's true beauty is set against 
the tragic drama of Prue's brother, 
Gideon, a driven man who is out 
of harmony with the natural world.



Wiesel, Elie Night `Night' is a poignant, evocative 
story of a young Elie Wiesel and 
his father and their experiences in 
a number of concentration camps 
during WWII. The lessons from 
this book about the evil side of 
fallen human nature and the faith, 
courage and moral strength to 
fight the evil must never be 
forgotten. 

White, Gillian Refuge (LARGE PRINT) Shelley loves her kids 
passionately, but Joey, her eldest, 
has always been a problem. She 
has defended him through all his 
misdemeanours, but when he is 
involved in the death of a young 
baby, she is distraught. When the 
authorities send her to the 
Boltons' remote farm, the family 
find a refuge.

Whybrow, Ian A Footballer Called Flip Jack Lewis is short. Really short. 
So short in fact that Mr Bullock 
doesn't want him on the St 
Saviours football team. But when 
Mr Willis discovers Jack's 
"footballing brain" & Jack's mum 
steps in with a few tips, it looks 
like the School Cup may be just 
the beginning.

White, Marco Pierre White Slave When Marco Pierre White's 
mother died of a brain 
haemorrhage when he was 6 yrs 
old, it transformed his life. His 
father urged him to earn and by 
16 he was working in his first 
restaurant. He'd then go on to 
learn from the best chefs in the 
country. He survived the pressure 
of 100 hour wks in the heat of the 
kitchen, developed his own style, 
and struck out on his own. At 
Harveys in Wandsworth, which he 
opened in 1987, he developed a 
reputation as a stunning cook and 
a rock 'n' roll sex god of the 
kitchen. But he was also a man 
with a legendary temper. He 
opened several more restaurants, 
won every honour going and then 
realised that it still wasn't 
enough................



Wilkinson, Ellen Clash Clash moves skilfully between the 
comfortable world of the 
Bloomsbury artistic set and the 
poverty-stricken communities of 
the Yorkshire coalfields. The 
momentous events of the period 
are unfolded around the life of 
Joan Craig, a young trade union 
official torn between her 
commitment to the workers' cause 
and her romantic love for a man 
not sharing her socialist ideals. 
The book raises questions about 
the relationship between the 
personal and the political and the 
public and the private that still 
resonate today. 

Winterson, Jeanette Oranges Are Not the Only 
Fruit

This title, the winner of the 1985 
Whitbread Award for a First 
Novel, chronicles the struggles of 
a young girl against a domineering 
mother and the strictures of 
religion. The novel takes a look at 
religious excess and human 
obsession.

Wolitzer, Meg The Wife Joe and Joan Castleman are on 
route to Helsinki, Joe is thinking 
about the prestigious literary prize 
he will receive and Joan is plotting 
how to leave him. Their marriage 
has been careering towards this 
moment, Joe's chance to bask in 
the glory of a life dedicated to 
letters and Joan's final 
appearance as his adoring wife. 
For too long Joan has played the 
role of supportive wife, turning a 
blind eye to his misdemeanours, 
subjugating her own talents and 
quietly being the keystone of his 
success.

Yamada, Taichi Strangers Middle-aged, and divorced, TV 
scriptwriter Harada is forced to set 
up home in his office. One night 
he meets a man who looks like his 
long-dead father. So begins 
Harada's ordeal, as he's thrust 
into a reality where his parents 
appear to be alive at the age they 
had been when they died many 
years before. Although they may 
be apparitions, he takes solace in 
seeing them, in spite of the 
damage it seems to do to his 
health. Can Kei, the neighbour 
with whom Harada begins a 
tentative relationship, save him 
from the ghosts of his past?



Yan, Mo The Garlic Ballads The government encouraged the 
farmers to plant garlic. But a glut 
on the garlic market leaves the 
farmers of Paradise County 
watching their crops rot and 
blacken in the fields. A blind 
minstrel incites the masses to 
take the law into their own hands, 
with savage and unforgettable 
consequences.

After a night in a local rap club--
when Martin has to overcome a 
certain sense that blacks are "just 
different"--the (joy)ride accident 
which destroys his face propels 
Martin into a world where he has 
to learn to "deal with other 
people's prejudices". It's a world 
of pain, sometimes hatred, this is 
Martin's tale of winning despite the 
odds. But that discretion may well 
help to jolt the imagination 
towards one of the underlying 
visions of Face: an East End 
where the white teen boys know 
they're not going to "get away with 
a racist remark here".

Zusak, Marcus The Book Thief This work is narrated by the voice 
of Death, witnessing the story of 
the citizens of Himmel Street. 
Nine-year-old Liesel has been 
separated from her parents - 
'Kommunists' - for ever. In the 
care of the Hubermans, Liesel 
befriends Rudy Steiner, she also 
befriends the mayor's wife, who 
hides from despair in her library. 
Together Liesel and Rudy steal 
books - from Nazi book burning 
piles, from the mayor's library, 
from the richer people of 
Molching. By 1943, the Allied 
bombs are falling, Liesel shares 
out her books in the air-raid 
shelters. But one day in the life of 
Himmel street, the wail of the 
sirens comes too late... 

Zephaniah, Benjamin Face


