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Cancer patients in Rotherham are 
being urged to keep their 
appointments to enable them to 

receive prompt treatment if needed.
Lisa Reid, Cancer Manager at the 

Rotherham NHS Foundation Trust, says the 
trust can see all patients referred by their GPs 
within two weeks, but some people are 
cancelling or postponing their appointments 
each month which is leading to delays.

“It is vitally important that patients referred 
with suspected cancer attend the first 
appointment they arrange with the hospital,” 
said Lisa.

“They should bear in mind that their GP 
has asked for them to be seen by the 
hospital quickly and try not to delay their 

appointment by too long.”
The Government’s Two Week Wait 

referral route was introduced by The 
Cancer Plan in 2000 to ensure that all 
patients with suspected cancer can be seen 
quickly by a specialist.  

The aim is to reassure patients quickly if 
they are found not to have cancer, and to 
speed up diagnosis, as evidence shows that 
the faster the diagnosis and treatment of 
cancer, the better the outcome.

Lisa added: “About 30 patients are choosing 
to wait longer than two weeks to be seen 
every month and this is concerning as it could 
mean a delay in diagnosing cancer and it could 
therefore impact upon their chances of 
recovering from the condition.”

Patients urged to keep cancer appointments

More than 65,000 people 
attended the Rotherham 
Show on its 30th anniversary 

at its new temporary home at 
Rosehill Victoria Park.

Fine weather and a range of fun events 
and activities proved irresistible to visitors 
who helped make the show one of the 
most successful yet.

“It’s been another classic year for the 
Rotherham Show, which is fitting for its 
30th anniversary, and I’m happy to say 
that the temporary move to Rosehill Park 
hasn’t dampened spirits at all,” said Marie 
Hayes, Events and Promotions Manager at 
Rotherham Borough Council.

“The police have estimated that we’ve 
had over 65,000 people visit the show over 
the two days, which is absolutely fantastic. 
Our loyal visitors have followed us from 
Clifton Park and made this show one to 
remember.

“I’d like to thank everyone who made 
the trip and helped to keep the Rotherham 

Show as the most popular free show in the 
north. We hope they all had a fantastic time 
and will continue to visit us in years to come. 

“I’d also like to thank everyone who 
worked so hard behind the scenes to make 
sure everything went so smoothly. It takes 

nine months to organise and it’s the unsung 
heroes who make it such a pleasure to 
work on the show for that length of time.”

30th anniversary show is a hit

T he Rotherham NHS 
Foundation Trust has just 
taken delivery of 70 new 

high dependency beds from a 
Yorkshire-based manufacturer.

The beds are the latest innovation in 
patient comfort and infection control 
and have been installed in areas such as 
intensive care, the high dependency unit 
and coronary care.

Halifax-based company Sidhil delivered 
and installed the beds and also ensured 
an environmentally sensitive disposal of 
the old equipment.

Head of Procurement Steph Holmes 

said: “The trust’s corporate and social 
responsibility is something that is very 
important to us and by buying this high-
quality equipment locally we are helping 
to minimise our carbon footprint. 

“They are also great beds and will 
be easier for staff to use and more 
comfortable for patients.”

Steph added that where possible 
within the public procurement rules the 
trust does its best to buy locally.

The bed frames are fully manufactured 
in Yorkshire which means that the 
trust is helping to support the local 
workforce.

Local beds for local people

The lucky winners of this year’s Horticultural 
Show were joined by the Mayor and Mayoress of 
Rotherham, Cllr Shaukat Ali and Miss Wajida Naseem

Police cadet Keeley Birch (17) took 
part in the birds of prey display in 
the Main Arena and almost lost her 
hat to this falcon!

Rotherham’s Mayor, Cllr Shaukat 
Ali, meets representatives of South 
Yorkshire Police and their partners

The vintage vehicle rally 
always proves popular

The Battling Cumberland Giants lock 
horns in the Main Arena

The Peace Artists lit up the One 
Town, One Community stage 
with their amazing show
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The people of Rotherham are being 
reminded they will have the opportunity to 
make further comment on the borough’s 

development plan for the future – the Local 
Development Framework. 

 The Core Strategy is the first Local Development 
Framework document to be prepared and sets out the 
broad plan for Rotherham up to the year 2026 by choosing 
the towns and settlements that are suitable to take new 
development.

 The strategy sets out:
•	 what	development	is	required
•	 how	much	is	needed
•	 where	it	should	go
•	 when	it	should	happen
•	 how	it	will	be	delivered.		

Specifically the Core Strategy looks at the amount of 
residential land that is needed to meet the Government’s 
housing target of 24,500 new homes between now and 2026 
and around 300 hectares of employment land. However, 
the Core Strategy does not actually identify specific sites; 
instead it outlines broad locations or communities for new 
development. 

Identification of sites
 The identification of sites will come later when Rotherham 

Borough Council prepares a separate planning document, 
which identifies or ‘allocates’ specific sites for different 
uses. This second document is known as the Allocations 
Development Plan Document and the council will carry out 
further consultation events next year which will help select 
the most appropriate sites to meet housing and employment 
needs within local communities. The views of local people 
will be very important in helping to determine which sites 
are chosen.

 During the recent consultation well over 5,000 responses 
or representations - including those who have signed 
petitions – have been received. The responses and views are 
welcomed and work is now going on to consider each and 
every response. A report is to be produced and put on the 
council’s website, and every comment received will also be 
available on the website for the public to view.

 Given this significant interest the council has decided to 
delay submitting the Core Strategy to central Government 
for formal examination to allow for further consultation. 
The recent consultation attracted a lot of public interest 
relating to individual site issues and the use of green belt 
(predominantly farm land) for new housing and industry. The 
council wants to ensure that the communities of Rotherham 
fully understand why it is producing this document, what it 
will mean for Rotherham and their communities and how 
they can become involved to shape the future development 
of Rotherham. 

 Recent survey work by the council has identified the 
borough’s capability to accommodate new homes but it is 
clear from the recent consultation responses that there is 
little support for housing to be provided in excess of its 
minimum target.  

Meeting the challenges
However, the new plan is about more than just housing 

– it will also look at how best to meet the other challenges 
facing Rotherham, including provision for new jobs, transport, 
community services and facilities. The most environmentally 
sensitive sites will also be protected. The plan must also deal 
with the big issues of developing new energy supplies and 
managing the impact of climate change. Many of these issues 
will	require	the	council	to	make	some	difficult	decisions	and	
choices. 

 Cllr Gerald Smith, Cabinet Member for Regeneration 
and Development Services at Rotherham Borough 
Council, emphasised that this is only the early stage of the 
consultation process. He said: “Next year we will consult on 
the most likely sites for future development, the policies we 
will use to consider future development and the final draft of 
the Core Strategy.

 “Many of our residents have understandable concerns 
about the amount of new development proposed and 
because of this the council has decided to delay submitting 
the strategy for formal examination to central Government. 

“This means we will carry out further consultation once 
the document has been updated to take into account the 
feedback received so far. The comments received on the final 
Core Strategy will be submitted alongside a summary of the 

main issues raised in earlier rounds of consultation.
 “We have also received some criticism for not circulating 

information on the Core Strategy to every household. 
However, this information was available on the council’s 
website and we have worked through the Area Assemblies 
to let people know about the consultation process and have 
organised smaller focus group discussions through the Area 
Assemblies. 

“The draft Core Strategy document was also available 
in all local libraries and each of the libraries has Internet 
access to the council’s web page. We will continue to use this 
route to make information available to local people in future 
consultations.

 “This is the early stage of the consultation process. There 
is much further to go before any final decisions are made in 
choosing individual sites to be allocated for development.”   

Local Development Frameworks
Cllr Smith also emphasised that the preparation of any 

Local Development Framework – something that every 
council has to carry out – is led by central Government 
planning regulations and is very complicated.

 The regulations that govern the preparation of Local 
Development	Frameworks	are	quite	restrictive.	In	particular,	
comments on the final published version of the Core 
Strategy are restricted to ‘testing its soundness’ – that is, 
whether	it	meets	necessary	Government	requirements.	
These are the points an independent planning inspector will 
consider. 

 The inspector will invite people to attend the Core 
Strategy examination based on the comments made on the 
Core Strategy’s ‘soundness’. These regulations are included in 
legislation and a glossary of planning language is available on 
the council’s website.

 In addition the council is also carrying out various studies 
to provide background evidence to support the policies 
and selection of sites in the future, for example a Landscape 
Character Assessment and Strategic Flood Risk. A review of 
all employment sites will also be carried out in the future.

 You can keep up to date with progress on the LDF at www.
rotherham.gov.uk/forwardplanning.  To help you a glossary of 
planning language is available on the council’s website.

Give your views on 
Rotherham’s future plans

The search is on for the next 
Benjamin Zephaniah or 
William Shakespeare!

Would-be bards in Rotherham are being 
asked to don their creative caps and dip 
their pens for the chance to win a top 
football freebie this Hallowe’en as part of a 
major fire safety initiative.

South Yorkshire Fire and Rescue have 
teamed up with Rotherham United Football 
Club to offer free executive entry to a 
youngster and their family or friends for 
the Millers’ home game versus Aldershot 
Town on Saturday October 31. 

To enter, primary school children aged 
five to 11 must submit a poem about how 

to stay safe on Bonfire Night.
The winning entry will receive eight 

tickets to the match (including at least one 
adult) plus a three-course meal, stadium 
tour, tannoy announcement and a gift 
presentation by the man of the match. 

The winning poem will also be printed in 
the matchday programme.

South Yorkshire Fire and Rescue’s 
Rotherham Group Manager Steve Green, 
said: “The Hallowe’en and Bonfire Night 
period can be an extremely enjoyable time 
and one that most children look forward 
to. 

“But it is also traditionally a time of year 
when the fire service is called to a large 

number of incidents involving fireworks, 
bonfires or anti-social behaviour.

“The aim of this competition is to inspire 
kids to put their creative writing skills 
to the test and come up with some wise 
words of their own to help them and their 
friends youngsters stay safe and enjoy the 
festive period.”

To enter, send your poem to Corporate 
Communications, South Yorkshire Fire and 
Rescue, 197 Eyre Street, Sheffield S1 3FG. 

The closing date for entries is Monday 
October 25.

All entries should be clearly marked with 
the entrant’s name, age, address and contact 
telephone number.

Fire safety prize for aspiring poets

Fireworks cause hundreds of injuries 
every year. You can reduce accidents 
by following the Firework Safety Code:
•	 Only	buy	fireworks	marked	BS	7114	
•	 Don’t	drink	alcohol	if	using	

fireworks 
•	 Keep	fireworks	in	a	closed	box	
•	 Follow	the	instructions	on	each	

firework carefully 
•	 Light	them	at	arm’s	length	using	a	

suitable taper 
•	 Stand	well	back	
•	 Never	go	back	to	a	lit	firework	
•	 Never	put	fireworks	in	your	pocket	
•	 Never	throw	fireworks	
•	 Light	sparklers	one	at	a	time	and	

wear gloves 
•	 Never	give	sparklers	to	children	

under five 
•	 Keep	pets	indoors
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Sports

Rotherham’s grass roots sporting 
heroes will be recognised at the 
third annual Rotherham Sports 

Awards this month.
The ceremony gives the unsung heroes of 

local sport their moment in the spotlight.
Organised in conjunction with 

Rotherham Borough Council’s 
Sports Development Team, the 
awards are for those who 
inspire, who are always there 

come rain or shine and for those who have 
achieved against all odds.

This year’s awards will be presented on 
October 15 at Hellaby Hall Hotel, where 
radio DJ Mike Shaft will host the evening.

The winners go forward as nominees to 
the South Yorkshire Sports Awards in 

Sheffield on November 18.
Look out for photos of the 

winners in next month’s 
Rotherham News.

A Rotherham company which 
specialises in winter sports 
equipment has won the 

backing of Sheffield law firm 
Nabarro.

And that’s good news for three local 
athletes who are in training for the 
forthcoming World Cup and the February 
2010 Vancouver Winter Olympics.

Skeleton bobsleigh world champion 

Professor Kristan Bromley, Olympic silver 
medallist Shelley Rudman and two-woman 
sled world champion Nicola Minichiello 
are three of the world’s top sled 
competitors.

Bromley Technologies Ltd based at the 
Advanced Manufacturing Park between 
Rotherham and Sheffield was set up by 
Kristan and his brother Richard.

The firm has now clinched an important 

deal whereby Nabarro will support 
Bromley as it diversifies from elite sports 
into an innovative manufacturing business.

Bromley Technologies grew out of the 
work that Kristan and Richard undertook 
to develop the ultimate in skeleton 
bobsleighs. 

Nabarro’s support will help turn 
Bromley Technologies into a world-leading 
designer and manufacturer of specialist 
sports equipment.

As well as designing and manufacturing 
the elite sled, Bromley Technologies is 
also undertaking a range of performance 
projects across a number of sports 

including developing a range of innovative 
winter sports products. 

“We really value the relationship with 
Nabarro for the fact that they see the 
potential of supporting high performance 
and innovative small and medium-sized 
business such as ourselves,” said Mike 
Maddock, Bromley Technologies’ chief 
operating officer.

“Nabarro is a great example of the 
select number of key businesses that we 
are working with in terms of supporting 
the business and our elite athletes, and 
we look forward to a productive 
relationship.”

Legal support for elite sports firm

Three Rotherham cyclists 
made the news this month 
as the Tour of Britain wound 

its way across the country.
Twenty-one-year-old Olympian Ben 

Swift won stage seven of the Tour 
of Britain – his first since turning 
professional – and in doing so became 
the first Briton for two years to win a 
stage on home soil.

Swift won the seventh stage in Yeovil, 
breaking the stranglehold imposed by 
the Norwegian rider Edvald Boasson 
Hagen and becoming the first British 
stage winner since Paul Manning in 2007.

He praised the spectators who 
lined the route through Devon and 
Somerset, saying: “With the crowds 
out it’s fantastic, especially going past 
the schools. Every village that you go 
through is just lined out on both sides, 
it’s really good.”

Meanwhile 31-year-old Russell 
Downing maintained his excellent form 

by finishing fifth in the Tour overall. 
As the highest placed Briton Downing 
finished just 39 seconds behind the 
eventual winner.

Downing won the 2009 Tour of 
Ireland and is one of the most successful 
ever GB-based professionals. 

He recently joined Boasson Hagen by 
signing for Team Sky, a new professional 
British road cycling team backed by 
BSkyB and headed by Dave Brailsford, 
the man who led the Great Britain 
cycling team to unprecedented success 
at the Beijing Olympics.

Earlier this year Swift signed for Team 
Katusha, a new professional Russian 
cycling team backed by some of Russia’s 
biggest companies.

Russell Downing’s older brother Dean 
(34) did not ride in the Tour of Britain 
but he did win the Elite National Circuit 
Race Series last month after strong 
performances in nine races across the 
UK.

Rotherham riders
take honours

OUT IN FRONT:  Three athletes set to benefit from the deal between Nabarro and Bromley Technologies 
are (left to right) Nicola Minichiello, Shelley Rudman and Kristan Bromley

Salute your local
sporting heroes
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT:  World heptathlon champion Jessica Ennis is a former winner of the 
South Yorkshire Sports Awards




