
        

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book 1 (Reception / F2) Owl Babies by Martin Waddell 

                                                    Specific Areas of Learning 

 

LITERACY 

• Can the children write a reassuring note for the owls?  

• Or write captions and phrases that the owl babies said, 
which could be used within a display? 

• Before looking at a non-fiction book about owls, scribe any 
questions the children want to find the answers to e.g. 
‘what do owls eat?’. 

• If you have looked at a ‘Nonfiction text’ about owls, can the 
children write labels for the interesting parts of the birds 
body’s, i.e. talons, beaks, feathers.  

• Read other stories about owls, like ‘Brave Little Owl’, ‘The 
Silent Owl’ or ‘Wow said the Owl’.  

• Can you draw a picture of the woods, or create a map of 
the places in the woods that the mummy might have been? 

• Can the children write labels or name cards for the owls? 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN 

• Look at images of owls, pictures,  photos or videos. Can how make your own owl? 
What materials will you use? Land Art? Clay and feathers? Paint? Construction 
materials? 

• Research and learn songs about owls or adapt familiar ones. Make up your own 
actions; “There were 5 little owls, sitting on a branch’. (To tune of 5 green bottles) 

• Explore colour mixing different shades of brown to paint owls or to paint models of 
owls. 

• Use a range of natural foraged materials to create a ‘woodland’ scene on a light box 
or use a OHP to project a naturally made woodland scene (with supervision 
because of the hot bulb). 

UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD 

• Find out more about owls using the internet. 

• Introduce the word ‘habitat’, can the children forage and gather materials to 
make a good ‘habitat’ for owls? 

• Make a hide and use binoculars to see if any birds can be spotted from within 
the nursery/school grounds.  

• Visit a woodland area. How is this different to a garden or other familiar 
environments like a park or the seaside? What do you see? 

• Continue to introduce and explore new words like ‘Nocturnal’.  What other 
animals are nocturnal? https://youtu.be/o_bkf6ZBeDE 

• Explore feathers! Do they float in the air? Will they float in the water? How 
many feathers are needed to move the balance scales?  

MATHEMATICS 

• Can the children spot any patterns in the owl feathers? Can 
they recreate these using crayon, paint or land art materials?  

• Use owls that the children have made to find solutions to 
mathematical problems, for example, estimate how many owls 
will fit on a branch? If there were 3 owls, but one flew away 
how many are left? If mummy owl returned and she was 
joined by a friend, how many owls would be in the hole 
altogether?  

• Talk about the shape colour and size of the owls, use 
prepositional language when pointing out the owls in the 
books or when using the props.  

• Look carefully at and count the owls features, how many eyes? 
Feet? Talons? 

• Join in with the RSPB Big Garden Bird Watch; or simply use the 
EYFS bird spotter chart to tally how many birds you spot. 

• Explore Owl counting rhymes Sharing Rhymes - Five Baby Owls 
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