
    

 

 

                                   

Book 5 (Reception / F2) The Gruffalo’s Child by Julia Donaldson               

                                                    Prime Areas of Learning 
COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE 

• Learn vocabulary linked to a topic on winter 

• Learn the different action words for different 

movements as you move about outdoors like the 

Gruffalo’s child and the words for the way the 

animals would move 

• Explore rhyming words as you read the story 

together. Can you find the rhyming words as you 

enjoy the story together? 

• Make a family book together, or a family display. 

Can children bring in or send in photos from 

home to share in a book or display in a part of 

provision? 

• Look closely at the Gruffalo and the Gruffalo’s 

child. How could you describe them? What words 

would you use? 

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 

• Use shaving foam to be snow in a tuff spot. Use twigs to draw different tracks in the snow. Look carefully at the animal tracks from the story. Can you copy the tracks 

from the story and find other tracks to make in the snow? 

• Move around the room/ outdoor area like the Gruffalo’s child. How would he move – name the different ways. How would he move if he was feeling brave? How would 

he move if he was feeling scared of the Big, Bad Mouse? How would he move through the snow? 

• Move around like some of the different animals from the story. How would a snake move? How would a fox move? How would an owl move? 

• Use cotton wool balls, pom poms to be snowballs. Can you use tweezers to pick up the snowballs and put into containers? Use different sized pom poms and cotton wool 

to make the snowball picking more difficult! 

PSED 

• Talk about the Gruffalo’s child feeling brave. Can 

you think of a time when you were feeling brave? 

What happened? How did it make you feel? 

• Talk about the Gruffalo’s child not feeling very 

brave when she sees the Mouse. She goes back 

home to the Gruffalo. Who do we know we can 

talk to at home and at school if we are not feeling 

very brave? 

• Talk about our families and celebrate how we 

have different families and other special people in 

our lives 

• The Gruffalo and Gruffalo’s child live in a cave. 

Talk about where we live. What are our homes 

like? Celebrate all our different homes. 


