
        

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book 5 (Reception / F2) The Gruffalo’s Child by Julia Donaldson    

                                                    Specific Areas of Learning 

LITERACY 

 

• Explore rhyming words from the story and generate 

rhyming strings together. Model them for the children. Can 

the children see, for example, that only the initial sound has 

changed each time to generate the rhyming words? 

• Read and enjoy a range of Julia Donaldson books. Which is 

our favourites and why? Are all Julia Donaldson stories 

rhyming stories? Are there some stories that do not rhyme? 

Is it always the same illustrator for all of her stories? 

• Can we write a simple sentence to talk about the Gruffalo? 

Share rich language and vocabulary initially and then chose 

a sentence to support the children’s’ phonics development 

i.e. It is big. 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN 

 

• Use white chalk on blue or black paper to create snowy scenes. Look carefully 

at the trees in the story. Can we carefully draw the trunk and branches? 

• Use cocktail sticks (with blunted ends) and marshmallows to assemble your 

very own snowman to take home and enjoy eating if you can! 

• Find small twigs outdoors to make your own little stick person, just like the 

Gruffalo’s child has got.  

• Do ice painting! Freeze ice cubes with food colouring mixed into the water. 

Freeze lollipop sticks into the cubes. When frozen, take them out and ‘paint’ 

with the frozen, coloured ice blocks. 

UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD 

 

• Explore the season of winter together as we look at the snowy story together. 

What can we find out about winter? How is winter different to autumn? 

• Find out about a place in the world where it is often very cold. What animals 

live there? What is it like to live in a very cold place? 

• Explore freezing and melting together and why both processes happen. Freeze 

different sizes of ice blocks and leave out in provision to see how slowly or 

quickly they melt.  

• Make fake snow by mixing equal quantities of bicarbonate of soda and 

cornflower and slowly add water to make desired consistency. 

MATHEMATICS 

 

• Find where the story talks about long and short – the long 

tail on the mouse and the short tail on the owl. Use an 

object from the classroom. Can the children find longer/ 

shorter objects than that one? 

• Draw chalk snakes in a designated drawing space outdoors. 

Can the children draw longer or shorter snakes? 

• Roll snakes with playdough. Can you roll longer or shorter 

snakes? Can you roll 3 snakes and order into longest, 

shortest and middle sized? 

• Use templates of a snake. Can the children make repeating 

patterns to decorate the snakes? 

 



 


