
 

 

                  

                                    

                                   

 

Book 7 (Reception / F2) Farmer Duck by Martin Waddell & Helen Oxenbury  

                                                    Prime Areas of Learning 
COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE 

•  Explore farm vocabulary together. Learn the 

names of baby animals on the farm. Learn the 

name of different farm machinery. Learn the 

names of some recognisable crops and foods. 

• Look at pictures of real farm animals together. 

How can you describe them? What can you see? 

• Sow and grow some seeds together – use cress 

for quick results. Discuss what happens at each 

stage together and explore the language and 

vocabulary. You are now being farmers and 

growing your own crops. 

• What questions could we come up with together 

to ask a real farmer about their life on a farm? 

What do we want to know more about? An adult 

can scribe the different questions. 

• Talk about how Farmer Duck feels sad in the 

story. Find different words that all mean the 

same as sad. 

 

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 

• Move around the outdoor area as some farm animals would move. Explore and name different ways together. 

• Use large, outdoor construction to build stables/ bans/ hen houses etc for the different farm animals.  

• Set up different buckets/ hoops outdoors and put a different farm animal next to each one. Play a throwing game. Can you throw a beanbag into pig’s hoop, etc? 

• Set up a tuff spot tray with different seeds/ grains from the farm. Can you use tweezers to pick up seeds and put them into a pot. 

• Join in with action songs outdoors – Dingle, Dangle Scarecrow/ The Farmer’s in his Den.  

•  

 

 

PSED 

• Celebrate farmers together who work hard 

to provide foods for us to eat. 

• How do the animals in the story prove that 

they are good friends to Farmer Duck? How 

do we be good friends with each other?  

• Read ‘The Little Red Hen’ together. Talk 

about how the hen feels when no one will 

help. How would we feel when we need a 

friend to help us, but we can’t find one? 

• Vote together on your favourite Martin 

Waddell story/ favourite farm animal. Ask 

children to try to give reasons for their 

choices. Talk together and show that it is ok 

for us to have our own choices. 

 

 

 


