
        
 

  

 

 

 

 

Book 12 (Reception / F2) Night Monkey, Day Monkey by Julia Donaldson & Lucy Richards 

Specific Areas of Learning 

 

LITERACY 

• Explore rhyme through the story as you read 

together. Can the children spot any rhyming words. 

Write a rhyming string, starting with ‘night’ – what 

rhyming words can we generate and write. 

• Use developing phonic skills to label sources of 

light that you talk about together – moon, sun, 

star, torch, light. 

• Write a simple sentence to match some pictures 

from the story. Use ‘I can see’ as a sentence starter 

i.e. I can see the moon. I can see a bat. I can see a 

frog. 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN 

• Draw/ paint a nighttime picture and then a daytime picture i.e. draw their 
house in the day and their house at night 

• Look at the painting ‘Starry Night’ by Van Gogh. Recreate elements of the 
painting. Find out about other paintings by Van Gogh and talk about the ones 
we like and why. 

• Paint pictures of brightly coloured butterflies that you find in images together. 

• Ask children to do observational drawings of bananas. Half peel a banana to 
allow children to draw the skin and the flesh. 

                
               

 

UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD 

• Explore sources of light – natural sources and man-made sources. Link to 
the moon, sun and stars in the story. 

• Make and explore shadows. Talk about how we get shadows. 

• Try to create a dark den to allow children to explore a torch or sensory 
light. 

• Look at the bats in the story – find out about nocturnal animals and any 
differences with day animals. 

• Explore together the differences between moths and butterflies. Look at 
real images together – are they different colours? What is the same or 
different? 

MATHEMATICS  

• Look closely at how the patterns on butterfly wings are 

symmetrical. Explore this with blot prints. 

• Count down from 10 by singing ’10 little Monkeys 

jumping on the bed.’ Can you adapt the song then by 

singing ’10 little monkeys swinging in the tree, 1 fell off 

and bumped its knee’ etc. 

• Show prepared pictures of butterflies with spots on 

their wings. Count how many spots on each wing, then 

how many spots altogether. How many if I add one 

more? 

 


