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Section 142 Highways Act 1980

LICENCE TO PLANT IN THE HIGHWAY
Guidance Notes for Individual Applicants 
1. Section 142 of the Highways Act 1980 empowers the highway authority to grant a licence permitting the owner / occupier of any premises adjoining the highway to plant and maintain or to retain and maintain trees, shrubs, plants or grass in the highway. 

2. No hole shall be dug to a greater depth than 500 mm in connection with the planting under this licence, nor shall any hole be dug within 500 mm of the line of any apparatus of statutory undertakers, sewerage authorities or British Telecom in the highway.

3. No trees, shrubs or plants which is of a poisonous nature (whether by reason of fruit, flowers, leaves or otherwise howsoever) or is otherwise likely to constitute a source of danger to persons or animals on the highway shall be planted under this licence.
4. All trees, shrubs and plants to which the licence relates shall be property cut, pruned and trimmed at all times during the continuance of this licence and no such tree, shrub or plant shall be allowed to obstruct or interfere in any way with or to become a source of danger to passage along the carriageway or any footway of the highway, or to overhang the premises of other than the Licensee.

5. The Licensee shall keep the part of the highway to which this licence relates in a trim and tidy condition and all grass planted or maintained in pursuance of this licence shall be regularly cut or mown.

6. The Licensee shall not remove any soil from the part of the highway to which this licence relates or otherwise do anything which would interfere with the support given to the rest of the highway.

7. The Licensee shall indemnify the highway authority against any claim in respect of injury, damage or loss arising out of the planting or presence in a highway of trees, shrubs, plants or grass to which the licence relates. At present Public Liability Insurance to a minimum of £5 million is required for planting and the maintenance of planting.
8. Persons authorised by the Authority, or any statutory undertakers, sewerage authorities or British Telecom may, at any time enter the part of the highway to which this licence relates without notice to the Licensee in order to carry out works for the purposes of the highway, or the undertaking in question.
