
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Good for developing 

fine motors skills, 

cause and effect and 

problem solving. 

Supports children to 

build relationships with 

adults and children. 

Creating every day and 

fantasy worlds in familiar 

surroundings. 

Supports language, 

confidence building and 

self-esteem. 

Develops their 

imaginations. 

Allows the children to 

act out roles and 

scenario’s from first 

hand experiences. 

Making sense of 

the physical world 

around them.  

Immerse 

themselves in 

play. 

Let the children lead 

the play not the adults. 

Small World Play 

Small world is an important aspect of children’s play, aiding many areas 

of development. Imaginative skills are supported allowing the child to 

express thoughts and experiences into their play, whilst exploring the 

world in which they live. Small world also offers the opportunity for 

children to build on their language skills, expanding their vocabulary and 

their understanding. This type of play not only supports a range of areas 

for development, but also benefits the child’s independent play skills. 



 

 

https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/  
Books, mark making, and maths opportunities should always be available alongside small world resources. 

 

 

 

https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/

