Listening, which is different Developing social
Children need the ability to hearing, means skills, attention,
to focus and maintain interpreting sounds and following instructions
their concentration, in understanding their source, and wider
order to learn. as well as meaning. communication.

A well-planned language
rich environment is

Good interactions important to facilitate
and conversations good interactions.

depend on social
relationships and
tuned-in adults.

Listening, asking open
guestions, commenting,
repeating, extending,
Narrowing the word N d ' adapting, and valuing non-
gap and supporting ) verbal communication will

all children to make . support children’s

good progress. — communication.
Communication and Language

The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development.
Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive
development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day
An environment full of in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing and
. echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children's language effectively.
stories, songs, rhymes, Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes, and poems, and

signs, talk and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give

imaginative play children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, story-telling and role play, where children share their
: ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate,

children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures
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