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Book 12 (Reception/F2) Night Monkey, Day Monkey by Julia Donaldson & Lucy Richards

Prime Areas of Learning

COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE

Explore selected vocabulary from the story and
use it in many different contexts to reinforce.
Carry out a Julia Donaldson author study. Which
is our favourite story? Why? Were there stories
that we did not like? Discuss ideas together and
try to give reasons.

Talk about the different things we like to do
together with our friends.

Talk together after the story about the different
things that the monkeys could see in the story —
use this for the sentence writing in literacy.
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PSED

As children decide on their favourite Julia
Donaldson story, talk about how we are fair.
Explore that it is ok to each have our own
choice and that we listen to the choices of
others.

Talk about being safe when you are in the dark
with an adult — talk about reflective clothing.
Demonstrate in a dark area to allow children to
see.

Talk to the children about the importance of
having a good night’s sleep and how this helps
to keep us healthy and ready for learning.

Talk about friendships and how it doesn’t
matter if we like different things- just like Day
and Night Monkey.

PHYSICAL

Enjoy watching our shadows do different actions as we move our bodies outside in different ways. Can we make shadows together with a friend and watch how our
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shadows are moving differently, or in the same way.

e Move around like some of the animals and insects from the story.

e Give opportunities for children to practise making curled up, tight shapes (like a sleeping monkey) but then stretch up and wake up and make tall, stretched shapes.
Can you curl up tighter and stretch up even taller?




