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RISK ASSESSMENT FINDINGS 
	Department/Service
	

	Date
	

	Assessor
	

	Approved By
	

	Review Date
	


Relevant Legislation:

The Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999
RISK ASSESSMENT RECORD
ACTIVITY and/or ENVIRONMENT TO BE ASSESSED: Drone Flight
DATE: 
   
	KEY (People at risk)
	Likelihood (L)
	Severity (S)
	Risk Calculation
	Risk Rating

	E = Employee        YP = Young Persons

P = Public 

C = Contractors

V = Visitors

EM = Expectant Mothers
	1.  Very Low (rare/very unlikely)

2.  Low (unlikely)

3.  Medium (could occur/possible)

4.  High (likely to occur/probable)

5.  Very High (near certain to occur)  
	1.  Insignificant (nuisance/discomfort)

2.  Minor (no lost time)

3.  Moderate (time loss)

4.  Significant (serious/incapacity to work)

5.  Major (Death)
	Likelihood x Severity

=

Rating
	1- 6    LOW RISK        Monitor 
8-12  MEDIUM RISK  Monitor, review & reduce risk where possible
14-25 HIGH RISK        Further Action Required


	1.Hazards Identified and potential harm it could cause
	2. People

At Risk
	3.Controls in Place
	4.Risk Rating
	5. Further Action Required/ Recommendations


	6.Target Date for Completion

	
	
	
	L
	S
	Score
	Risk
	
	


	Personal injury caused by loss of control of Small Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (sUAV) (e.g. persons hit by falling Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) or by elements of the sUAV (e.g. propellers).
	
	· All drone users must have completed an appropriate course of training including simulator time and/or supervision by a competent experienced trainer 

· Propeller guards, if available, should be used at all times

· Every time you fly your drone follow the manufacturer’s instructions (Preflight checks). Always keep the drone/ small unmanned aerial vehicle (sUAV) in sight. Ensure minimum separation distance between any persons and buildings and the drone/sUAV flight path/trajectory, 150ft (50m). Crowds and built up areas – 500ft (150m) and don’t overfly. Check for individuals in the immediate area.  Use whistle for alerting but avoid flying in close proximity and delay flying until immediate area is clear.
· Land the drone when the battery reaches 30% capacity.
· Don't fly in strong winds (i.e. 15 mph+).
	
	
	
	
	Maintain equipment in a suitable condition 

Repair or replace parts which are no longer satisfactory
Take anemometer to measure wind speed 

Abort flight if wind speed exceeds 15mph
	

	Specific system-related injuries
Pilot may lose control of the 

Small Unmanned Aircraft (SUA) due to a software fault
	
	· Act on instructions on the member of staff in charge at all times. All drones must be maintained according to the manufacturer’s instructions /recommendations.  

· The operator of the drone must only operate the drone if it they are reasonably satisfied that the operation can be completed safely
· Update control software as and when new software releases are made
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Injury caused by moving in and around the area you are operating in – trips, falls, immersion in water.
	
	· Adhere to drone/sUAV deployment guidance laid down in the Drone Code
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Conflict with manned aircraft
	
	· Conduct pre-flight survey of area to identify no-go/no-fly zones and reliable lines of sight
· Stay well away from aircraft, airports and airfields It is against the law to fly your drone within 1km of an airport or airfield boundary. Stay below 400ft (120m) This reduces the likelihood of a conflict with manned aircraft

· Flights inside buildings have nothing to do with air navigation because they can have no effect on flights by aircraft in the open air.  As a result, flights within buildings, or within areas where there is no possibility for the unmanned aircraft to ‘escape’ into the open air (such as a ‘closed’ netted structure) The use of an App that presents users with an interactive map of airspace used by commercial air traffic so that you can see areas to avoid or in which extreme caution should be exercised.
· Listen out for low flying aircraft (e.g. air ambulances/ police helicopters).  Get out of their way immediately if heard.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pilot error due to unsuitable position from which pilot operates
	
	· Select a suitable position from which the pilot can operate – record in flight plan
	
	
	
	
	Full visual coverage to maintain Visual Line of Sight (VLOS). 

Avoid visual impairment from the sun 

Avoid visual impairment from 

obstacles 

Avoid unsuitable ground – such as uneven ground or steep slopes 

Avoid wind shear from trees and buildings
	

	Pilot loses all control of the SUA and it goes into a fly away situation
	
	· Activate the return to home fail safe in case communication is re-established
· Maintain VLOS as long as possible, noting altitude, direction of travel and remaining battery life
· Contact local Air Traffic Control and Police and report and report situation
	
	
	
	
	If SUA is seen to crash, then execute shut down procedure in case communication is re-established 

Recover the SUA is the crash site is accessible and it is safe to do so.
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Controls are adequate, no futher action required, but ensre controls
are monitored and any changes reassessed.

‘Consideration should be given as o whether the risks can be reduced
using the hierarchy of control measures. Risk reduction measures
should be implemented within a defined time periods. Amrangements
should be made to ensure that the controls are maintained and
‘monitored for adequacy.

‘Substantal mprovements shotid be made t reduce thefeve o an
‘acceptable level, Rk reducton measurcs should be fmplemerted
irgenty i a defined perod. Consir suspending orresricing the
acivy,or applying nteim risks conrls. Actvies i this category
must have & arien method statement/sae system of work and
Srangements must be made to ensure hat e conro e maintined
and moniored or adequacy.





ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RISK ASSESSMENT                                                                  Version:

PLEASE READ THE NOTICE BELOW BEFORE SIGNING THIS FORM 

I acknowledge that I have read and understood the Risk Assessment/s associated with this task/event/equipment etc
	Forename
	Surname
	Employee Signature
	Date
	Manager’s Signature
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