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How the Strategy aligns with local priorities,  
national homelessness and the national context.

Homelessness in England is at record levels, with over 132,000 households, 
including 172,000 children living in temporary accommodation by 
mid-2025. Councils spent £3.8 billion on temporary accommodation in 
2024/25, more than double 2010 levels, highlighting severe financial strain 
and structural challenges in the housing system.

Households owed a homelessness duty have risen from 300,910 in 
2022/23 to 327,930 in 2024/25, an 8.9% increase in two years.

This growth is driven by several key factors: a shortage of affordable 
housing, a decline in the construction of social homes, and the continued 
sale of existing council properties through the government’s Right to Buy 
scheme. Rising private rents and Local Housing Allowance (LHA) rates that 
have failed to keep pace with market costs further exacerbate the issue. 
The LHA (Local housing Allowance) sets the maximum amount of housing 
benefit a private renter can claim to help cover rent. Additionally, the cost-
of-living crisis and increased inflation have contributed to higher mortgage 
interest rates, placing further pressure on households.

This strategy aligns with national and local priorities to improve housing 
stability, health and wellbeing, financial resilience, and community safety.  
It ensures a joined-up, integrated approach across partners and services.

Council Plan 2025/30

The Council Plan sets a vision to improve the lives of Rotherham 
residents and create a borough people are proud to call home. It is 
built around five key strategic outcomes and is particularly relevant to 
the following outcomes: Residents Live Well and Children and Young 
People Achieve and Thrive, and cross-cutting priorities: Expanding 
opportunities, building on strengths, and focusing on prevention.  

Rotherham Housing Strategy 2025/30

This strategy sets the housing ambitions for the borough, with four key 
priorities aligned to increasing housing supply, making the best use of 
housing, helping residents live independently through homelessness 
prevention and promoting safe, happy and thriving neighbourhoods.

Domestic Abuse Strategy 2026/29

This strategy aligns with priorities on prevention, early intervention, 
and safety for victims and children.

Adult Care Strategy

Promotes access to housing and support as central to enabling 
residents to live well.

Health and Wellbeing Strategy

Supports aims for mental health, quality of life, and resilient 
communities by ensuring safe, affordable housing.

Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Strategy

This strategy aligns with the objectives and approach in this Strategy, 
particularly in its focus on providing inclusive services and community 
support and ensuring residents’ voices are heard through consultation 
and meaningful engagement. 
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South Yorkshire Mayor’s Plan 2024–2028

Reinforces regional efforts to tackle housing inequalities, reverse rising 
homelessness, and expand affordable housing.

National Plan to End Homelessness – Driving Prevention

The government’s National Plan to End Homelessness (Dec 2025) 
defines prevention as acting early and calls for joined up working 
across housing, health, and social care. It emphasises stronger 
accountability, better data sharing, and embedding lived experience, 
alongside investment in prevention-focused models. National targets 
include halving long-term rough sleeping, eliminating B&B or hotel 
use for families except in emergencies, and increasing support so 
people can remain in their homes or access suitable accommodation. 
Rotherham’s strategy translates these ambitions into local action 
through multi-agency collaboration, embedding prevention at 
every stage, and ensuring services are inclusive and shaped by lived 
experience. The Council will work closely with partners to align with 
the Cross-Government Homelessness and Rough Sleeping Strategy 
Action Plan and contribute to these national targets.

National Reforms 

Renters’ Rights Act – Protecting Tenants

The Renters’ Rights Act (2025) introduces key protections for private 
renters, vital for preventing homelessness. Reforms include abolishing 
Section 21 “no-fault” evictions, introducing rolling assured tenancies, 
extending notice periods to four months, and empowering tenants to 
challenge unfair rent increases, strengthening housing security and 
reducing sudden displacement.

Supported Housing Act – Raising Standards

The Supported Housing (Regulatory Oversight) Act (2023) improves 
regulation of supported living, addressing inconsistent standards. 
Providers face stronger oversight to ensure safe, effective, person-
centred support.
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