ROTHERHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL
CODE OF CONDUCT FOR MEMBERS AND CO-OPTED MEMBERS
PART 1
General Provisions
Introduction and interpretation
1.

(1)

This Code applies to you as a member of Rotherham Borough Council
(“the Council”).

(2)

It is your responsibility to comply with the provisions of this Code and
uphold the seven principles of public life set out in Annex 1 to this
Code.

(3) In this Code –
A "meeting of the Council” means any meeting of –
(a) the Council;
(b) the Cabinet, a committee of the Cabinet or a member of the
Cabinet acting under delegated powers;
(c) the Council's committees, sub-committees, joint committees, joint
sub-committees, or area committees.
A "member" includes a co-opted member who is entitled to vote on any
question that falls to be decided at any meeting that falls within
paragraphs (a) – (c) above.
Scope
2.

(1)

(2)

Except when you are acting as a representative of the Council when
sub-paragraph (2) applies, you must comply with this Code whenever
you –
(a)

conduct the business of the Council (which, in this Code, includes
the business of the office to which you are elected or
appointed); or

(b)

act, claim to act or give the impression you are acting as a
representative of the Council.

Where you act as a representative of the Council –

(a)

on any of the authorities which are under a duty to have a
similar code of conduct to this Code, you must comply with that
authority’s code of conduct when acting for that authority;

(b)

on any organisation or body that is not obliged to have a code of
conduct, you must comply with this Code except to the extent that
this Code conflicts with any other lawful obligations to which that
other organisation or body may be subject.

General obligations
3.

4.

(1)

You must treat others with respect.

(2)

You must not –
(a)

do anything which may cause the Council to breach any of the
equality duties;

(b)

bully any person;

(c)

do anything which compromises or is likely to compromise the
impartiality of those who work for, or on behalf of, the Council.

You must not –
(a)

disclose information given to you in confidence by anyone, or
information acquired by you which you believe, or ought
reasonably to be aware, is of a confidential nature, except
where –
(i)

you have the consent of a person authorised to give it;

(ii)

you are required by law to do so;

(iii) the disclosure is made to a third party for the purpose of
obtaining professional advice provided that the third party
agrees not to disclose the information to any other person; or
(iv) the disclosure is –

(b)

(aa)

reasonable and in the public interest; and

(bb)

made in good faith and in compliance with the
reasonable requirements of the Council; or

prevent another person from gaining access to information to
which that person is entitled by law.

5.

You must not conduct yourself in a manner which could reasonably be
regarded as bringing your office or the Council into disrepute.

6.

You –
(a)

must not use or attempt to use your position as a member
improperly to confer on or secure for yourself, or any other
person, an advantage or disadvantage; and

(b)

must, when using or authorising the use by others of the
resources of the Council –

(c)
7.

(1)

(i)

act in accordance
requirements;

with

the

Council's

reasonable

(ii)

ensure that such resources are not used improperly for
political purposes (including party political purposes); and

must have regard to any applicable Local Authority Code of
Publicity made under the Local Government Act 1986.

When reaching decisions on any matter you must have regard to any
relevant advice provided to you by the Council's –
(a)

chief finance officer (the Strategic Director of Resources); or

(b) monitoring officer (the Director of Legal and Democratic
Services),
where that officer is acting pursuant to his or her statutory duties.
(2)

8.

You must give reasons for all decisions in accordance with any
statutory requirements and any reasonable additional requirements
imposed by the Council.
Guidance as to the operation and interpretation of this Code of
Conduct is provided by the principles set out in the supplemental
document, attached hereto entitled “A healthy system of democratic
leadership and accountability”

PART 2
Interests
Personal interests
8.

You have a personal interest in any business of the Council where
either it relates to or is likely to affect –
(i)

any body of which you are a member or in a position of
general control or management and to which you are
appointed or nominated by the Council;

(ii)

any body –
(aa)

exercising functions of a public nature;

(bb)

directed to charitable purposes;

(cc)

one of whose principal purposes includes the
influence of public opinion or policy (including any
political party or trade union); or

(dd)

which is a private club or society, such as the
Freemasons, a recreational club, working men’s club
or private investment club,

of which you are a member or in a position of general control
or management;
(iii)

the interests of any person from whom you have received a
gift or hospitality with an estimated value of at least £25; or

(iv)

a decision in relation to that business might reasonably be
regarded as affecting the well-being or financial position of
you or a member of your family or a close friend or
someone with whom you have a close association to a
greater extent than it would affect the majority of other
council tax payers, ratepayers or inhabitants of your ward
or electoral area.

Disclosable pecuniary interests
9

(1)

You have a “disclosable pecuniary interest” in any business of the
Council where it is a pecuniary interest of yours or a pecuniary interest
of –
(a) your spouse or civil partner,

(b) a person with whom you are living as if husband and wife, or
(c) a person with whom you are living as if you are civil partners
and you are aware that that other person has the interest and the interest
falls within the categories of pecuniary interests classed as disclosable
pecuniary interests in regulations made by the Secretary of State from time
to time under section 30 (3) of the Localism Act 2011.
(2)

The current disclosable pecuniary interests are listed in Annex 2 to this
Code.

Notification of interests
10.

You must notify the Council’s monitoring officer of any interest that is
classed as a personal interest or a disclosable pecuniary interest –
(a)

within 28 days of becoming a member or co-opted member of
the Council;

(b)

within 28 days of acquiring any interest or becoming aware of
any such interest;

(c)

within 28 days of any change to an interest that you have
previously registered; or

(d)

within 28 days of disclosing an interest at a meeting of the
Council

Disclosure of interests
11. (1)

Where you have a personal interest in any business of the Council
and you attend a meeting of the Council at which the business is
considered unless the interest is a sensitive interest (see
subparagraph (3)), you must disclose the existence and nature of that
interest and then consider whether the interest is of such significance
that it warrants withdrawal from and no further participation in the
discussion or vote on that item, with any such withdrawal from the
meeting being recorded in the minutes.

(2)

Where you have a disclosable pecuniary interest in any business of
the Council and you attend a meeting of the Council at which the
business is considered, unless the interest is a sensitive interest (see
sub-paragraph (3)), you must disclose the existence and nature of that
interest and, unless you have been granted a dispensation (see subparagraph (4)), you must not take part in the discussion or vote on that

item and must withdraw from the meeting room, including the public
gallery, before the item is considered by the meeting.
(3)

You need not disclose the nature of any personal interest or
disclosable pecuniary interest in an item of business where the
Council’s monitoring officer considers that disclosure of the details of
the interest (“a sensitive interest”) could lead to you or a person
connected with you being subject to violence or intimidation.

(4)

Sub-paragraph (2) and (3), do not apply where the monitoring officer or
the Standards Committee, as the case may be, has granted a
dispensation to enable you to take part in the discussion of, or vote on
that item, or both.

Offences
12

You commit an offence if without reasonable excuse –
(a) you fail to notify the monitoring officer within 28 days of becoming a
member of the Council of any disclosable personal interests that
you have;
(b) you fail to disclose at a meeting of the Council the nature and
extent of a disclosable pecuniary interest that you have, and are
aware of having, in an item of business that is being considered at
the meeting, unless –
(i) the interest is a sensitive interest and paragraph 11 (3) applies;
(ii) the interest is entered in the Register of Members’ Interests
maintained by the monitoring officer; or
(iii) the monitoring officer has been notified that you have such an
interest but the register has not yet been updated (“a pending
notification”);
(c) you fail to notify the monitoring officer of a disclosable pecuniary
interest that you have disclosed at a meeting of the Council, or
where you are a member of the Cabinet at your delegated powers
meeting, as the case may be, within 28 days of the date on which
you made the disclosure;
(d) you participate in any discussion of, or vote on, any item of
business at a meeting of the Council in which you have a
disclosable pecuniary interest of which you are aware, unless you
have been granted a dispensation in accordance with paragraph
11 (4), or

(e) you have a disclosable pecuniary interest of which you are aware in
any item of business to be dealt with, or being dealt with, by you as
a member of the Cabinet acting under delegated powers and
despite having that interest continue to deal with that item of
business, except where such dealing is for the purpose of arranging
for the item to be dealt with otherwise than by you.

Terms within this Code of Conduct are given their normal English meaning, for
example, to bully is defined in the Oxford English Dictionary as “to use superior
strength or influence to intimidate (someone) typically to force them to do
something”

ANNEX 1

The Seven Principles of Public Life
Selflessness
1.

Holders of public office should act solely in terms of the public interest.
They should not do so in order to gain financial or other benefits for
themselves, their family or their friends.
Integrity

2.

Holders of public office should not place themselves under any financial or
other obligation to outside individuals or organisations that might seek to
influence them in the performance of their official duties.
Objectivity

3.

In carrying out public business, including making public appointments,
awarding contracts, or recommending individuals for rewards and benefits,
holders of public office should make choices on merit.
Accountability

4.

Holders of public office are accountable for their decisions and actions to
the public and must submit themselves to whatever scrutiny is appropriate
to their office.
Openness

5.

Holders of public office should be as open as possible about all the
decisions and actions that they take. They should give reasons for their
decisions and restrict information only when the wider public interest clearly
demands.
Honesty

6.

Holders of public office have a duty to declare any private interests relating
to their public duties and to take steps to resolve any conflicts arising in a
way that protects the public interest.
Leadership

7.

Holders of public office should promote and support these principles by
leadership and example.

ANNEX 2
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS
In accordance with Section 30(3) of the Localism Act 2011 a pecuniary interest is
a “disclosable pecuniary interest” in relation to a member, if it is of a description
specified below and either


is an interest of the member, or



is an interest of:-

the member’s spouse or civil partner
a person with whom the member is living as husband and wife, or
a person with whom the member is living as if they were civil partners,
and the member is aware that the other person has the interest.
However it should be noted that the disclosure of sponsorship is only in relation
to the sponsorship of the member and not in relation to a spouse or civil partner.
In the Table below –
“body in which you have a beneficial interest” means a firm in which the relevant
person is a partner or a body corporate of which the relevant person is a director,
or in the securities of which the relevant person has a beneficial interest;
“director” includes a member of the committee of management of an industrial
and provident society;
“land” excludes an easement, servitude, interest or right in or over land which
does not carry with it a right for the relevant person (alone or jointly with another)
to occupy the land or to receive income;
“relevant period” means the period of 12 months ending with the day on which M
gives notification of a disclosable pecuniary interest;
“relevant person” means you (as a member) or your spouse or civil partner; a
person with whom you are living as husband and wife; or a person with whom
you are living as if you were civil partners;
“securities” means shares, debentures, debenture stock, loan stock, bonds, units
of a collective investment scheme within the meaning of the Financial Services
and Markets Act 2000 and other securities of any description, other than money
deposited with a building society.

DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS
Subject

Prescribed description

Employment, office, trade, Any employment, office, trade, profession or
profession or vocation
vocation carried on for profit or gain
Sponsorship

Any payment or provision of any other financial
benefit (other than from the Council) made or
provided within the relevant period in respect of
any expenses incurred by the member in carrying
out duties as a member, or towards the election
expenses of the member. This includes any
payment or financial benefit from a trade union
within the meaning of the Trade Union and
Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992(a).

Contracts

Any contract which is made between the relevant
person (or a body in which the relevant person
has a beneficial interest) and the relevant Council
–
(a) under which goods or services are to be
provided or works are to be executed; and
(b) which has not been fully discharged.

Land

Any beneficial interest in land which is within the
area of the relevant Council.

Licenses

Any licence (alone or jointly with others) to
occupy land in the area of the Council for a
month or longer

Corporate tenancies

Any tenancy where (to the member’s knowledge)
–
(a) the landlord is the Council; and
(b) the tenant is a body in which the relevant
person has a beneficial interest

Securities

Any beneficial interest in securities of a body
where—
(a) that body (to the member’s knowledge) has a
place of business or land in the area of the
Council; and
(b) either—
(i) the total nominal value of the securities
exceeds £25,000 or one hundredth of the total

issued share capital of that body; or
(ii) if the share capital of that body is of more than
one class, the total nominal value of the shares of
any one class in which the relevant person has a
beneficial interest exceeds one hundredth of the
total issued share capital of that class.

A healthy system of democratic leadership and accountability
As councillors for the Borough in 2015 we understand the special responsibilities we
bear. The Council must improve and we are confident that improvement has begun.
The Council needs to increase public confidence. As councillors we need to
demonstrate we are learning from the past and mindful of the high standards we set for
ourselves and that others demand.
Councillors have a number of roles. We need to be accessible and approachable to our
ward constituents, whether they voted for us or not, and willing to ensure the Council
hears and responds to their needs appropriately. We need to help increase local
communities’ ability and willingness to pull together and find local solutions to common
problems. We need to lead and scrutinise the service delivery of the paid staff. And we
want to plan for the future of the Borough and make decisions about the best ways to
increase prosperity, ensure wellbeing and provide opportunities.
We believe politics is about debate and sometimes argument. Such debate helps the
Council decide what to do and how to do it. We are currently debating how to organise
ourselves within the council but however this is determined all councillors have both
individual, Group and collective responsibilities. We know that political arithmetic
matters. A Party with a majority can expect to win votes if it agrees on a course of
action. Minority parties accept this. In return all parties accept they should seek to find
common cause where they can whilst disagreeing where they think they must.
We want a reputation as councillors who are credible, responsible and self-critical. As
part of this we have come together on a cross-party basis to discuss a new local code,
in which we commit to high standards, more specific and detailed than the national
code of conduct which binds all councillors. This local code should therefore be read as
supplementing that document which already outlaws bullying, requires close attention
to conflicts of interest, holds us to keep private matters confidential and commits us to
the seven principles of public life.
In many ways this code breaks no new ground. Our councillors live these standards
every day. But we recognise that by writing these standards down we show how
serious we are about our personal and Group self-discipline.
This is what we want to do:
Be respectful
1. Always remember the importance of those individuals and communities who need
the council’s services.
2. Ensure our words and actions are free from prejudice and improper discrimination.
3. Get the basics right and be courteous and reliable in all our dealings with the public.
4. Understand the legal requirements on the Council.

5. Always be mindful that we are responsible for other people’s money.
6. Be clear with the staff of the council about our ambitions and expectations whilst
treating them with respect.
7. Act, dress and carry ourselves in a way that invites others to respect our efforts.
Be imaginative
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Be energetic and be ambitious; looking ahead to what needs to change.
Encourage others to take an interest in the Council.
Use evidence of what works elsewhere to improve our decision-making.
Advocate for those individuals and communities who need our help.
Widen the circle of those contributing to local life.
Never be complacent and try to learn from others and be open to new ideas.

Be open-minded
14. Accept if we have got things wrong and try to put things right
15. Commit to personal development to improve our understanding, skills and
confidence.
16. Challenge those who fall below the high standards we believe in.
17. Avoid giving personal criticism, whilst being willing to vigorously debate ideas and
principles
18. Resist taking offence too easily, recognising that politics requires resilience.
19. Understand our personal accountability and engage with the press and others to
explain our work
20. Escalate any individual concerns responsibly, using agreed systems of the Council.

Final

